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The article is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of the issues asso-
ciated with definition of expert tasks and preparing materials for fo-
rensic handwriting examination as one of the most popular types of
forensic research in legal proceedings. Research relevance due to sig-
nificance of written documents as evidence and prevalence of cases
of improper preparation of materials, incorrect formulation of ques-
tions to be resolved that significantly limits possibilities of expert ex-
amination of handwriting material or makes impossible to provide
categorical conclusions. The purpose of this article is to analyze typ-
ical errors that arise at the stage of assigning forensic handwriting
examination, and to provide recommendations on ways to increase
the effectiveness of the use of this type of expert examination in the
process of proving. The methodological basis of the research includes
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general scientific and special research methods: analysis and synthe-
sis, induction and deduction, formal-logical, system-structural and
comparative-legal approaches, as well as a method of generalizing
investigative and expert practice. Requirements for the materials
provided to a forensic expert have been systematized, scope of com-
petence of a handwriting expert has been clarified, the need to use
original documents as objects of research has been substantiated,
and the issue of selecting free, conditionally free and experimental
samples of handwriting and signature has been considered in detail.
The scientific novelty of the research lies in comprehensive presenta-
tion of the relationship between the quality of preparation of mate-
rials and the evidentiary value of forensic expert conclusion, as well
as in the formulation of practically oriented recommendations for
ensuring the sufficiency, representativeness and informativeness of
comparative materials. Practical significance of the study lies in the
application of its conclusions and recommendations by investiga-
tors, prosecutors, lawyers and judges in order to optimize establish-
ment of factual circumstances in judicial proceedings and prevent
errors at the stage of involving forensic handwriting expert.
Keywords: forensic science; forensic handwriting analysis;
samples for comparative research; preparation for appointment of
forensic examination; formulation of questions to forensic expert;
forensic expert conclusion; typical mistakes of forensic expert.

Research Problem
Formulation

Forensic handwriting analysis is one of
the most common types of forensic sci-
ence as in criminal proceedings as in civ-
il, commercial and administrative cases
carried out with the aim of identifying the
author of the writing and/or signature of
the document under research or establish-
ing conditions of its creation. Important
role of this forensic examination is due
to the fact that even in current conditions
of global digitalization of society, written
documents do not lose their relevance and
remain one of the important sources of ev-
idence. At the same time, improper prepa-
ration for conducting this forensic exam-

ination, poor-quality design of materials,
incorrect formulation of questions can
significantly reduce possibilities of such
an investigation and sometimes make im-
possible to provide answers to the ques-
tions to be clarified. Lack of quality prepa-
ration at the stage of making a procedural
decision on the appointment of a forensic
examination affects the effectiveness of
using this type of forensic examination to
ensure the fulfillment of justice tasks.

Analysis of Essential Researches
and Publications

The following scientists and practitioners
studied the topic of ordering and conduct-
ing forensic handwriting examination:
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N. Komissarova 1, T. Drozdova with co-au-
thors **, Z. Melenevska with co-authors®,
H. Denysiuk ¢, O. Shvedova with co-au-
thors ¥, N. Shpakovych *® et al. Despite the
large number of scientific developments
in this field and significant experience in
conducting relevant research, issues as-
sociated with the preparation of materi-
als for forensic handwriting examination
remain relevant. It is due to improvement
of methods and means of forging docu-
ments, the evolution of writing instru-
ments, changing conditions of document
circulation, lack of communication be-
tween forensic expert and the initiator of
the forensic examination, etc.

Article Purpose

The purpose of this research is a compre-
hensive analysis of typical problems that
arise during the preparation of materials
for forensic handwriting examination, as
well as development of practically orient-
ed recommendations for improving this

stage of the process in order to increase
efficiency of using forensic expert conclu-
sion in evidentiary system.

Research Methods

Methodological basis of the study is a com-
bination of general scientific and special
methods of cognition providing systematic
approach to the analysis of the problem of
preparing materials for forensic handwrit-
ing examination. Analysis and synthesis
were used to isolate the main components
of the process of preparing materials and
integrate the results into a holistic picture
of the problem situation; induction and
deduction made possible to isolate gener-
al patterns from empirical observations
and verify theoretical assumptions using
the example of individual cases of expert
and investigative practice; formal-logi-
cal method was useful for building argu-
ments, forming statements and clarifying
the boundaries of expert’s competence;
the system-structural approach made it
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202 c.
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IlInakosuy H. T. Arb60M 3aTaqbHUX i OKpEMUX 03HAK TTouepKy. Kuis, 2011. 49 c. ; Ix sxe. Oi-
HOYHA JisI7TbHICTb eKCIIepTa-II04epKO3HaBIIs : HaBY.-MeTOZ. moci6. Kuis, 2015. 107 c. ; Menene-
BcpKa 3. C., CBoboza €. 10., Kadanos A. B. CyzoBe mmouepKo3HaBCTBO : Kypc Jeki. Kuis, 2010.

134 c.
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kio4.) / kep. I. I1. lenuciok; BukoH.: T. B. Coxpanud. Xapkis, 1996. 286 c.
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357. URL: https://dspace.uzhnu.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/7180865f-1688-48d0-82bd-
9a8c50610cce/content (date accessed: 05.02.2026).
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possible to consider the preparation of
materials as a component of the compre-
hensive procedure of forensic examina-
tion interacting with other elements of
criminal proceedings; the method of gen-
eralizing practice is based on the study of
real cases from forensic and investigative
practice, in particular, typical conclusions
of experts, resolutions on appointment of
forensic examination, research objects.

Main Content Presentation

During criminal and other types of legal
proceedings, the need to order a forensic
handwriting examination usually arises in
the case of availability of documents in the
case materials (proceedings) about which
there are certain doubts. In particular,
such typical situations include: availability
of a text or signature, which authenticity
raises doubts; denial by a certain person
of his participation in writing the text or
signing the document; the availability of
several handwritings (signatures) in one
document and the need to identify them;
assumptions about signature execution or
text on behalf of another person; the need
to establish signs of execution of signature
or text in unusual conditions or condition,
etc. Specified circumstances must be prop-
erly drawn up and reflected in the proce-
dural document on the appointment of
the examination (investigator’s decision,
court ruling, application) as grounds for
such appointment. It is worth noting that
a formal statement of the grounds with-
out reference to the essence of proceed-
ings generates incomplete or inaccurate
conclusions of experts due to the expert’s
insufficient understanding of the purpose
of the study. For example, the purpose of
obtaining a handwriting examination re-
port can be: proving the fact of fraud by
disproving the person’s signing of a prom-

issory note; recovering property from an
illegal owner as a result of disproving per-
son’s participation in signing a contract
and identifying the true signatory; deter-
mining the legality of receiving an inheri-
tance and the rightful heirs by confirming
or disproving signature in a will or gift
agreement of a deceased person; proving
the facts of official forgery by examining
to determine differences in handwriting
and signs of imitation of handwriting (sig-
nature) when filling out documents; inval-
idation of agreements concluded by a per-
son while in an unusual state, under the
influence of special circumstances, coer-
cion after establishing signs of execution
of a signature (text material) in changed
or unusual conditions (for example, in
a state of limited motor skills, with signs
of tremor, impaired coordination as indi-
rect evidence of a changed physiological
state of a person at the time of signing),
etc. Therefore, effective use of potential
of handwriting research assumes not only
availability of the object under research,
issues raised for resolution, but clear un-
derstanding of what function forensic ex-
amination should perform in the general
context of evidence.

During research, there are often situ-
ations when possibility of providing an-
swers to questions posed to the forensic
expert is limited or absent. This is usually
due to inadequate organization of materi-
al preparation procedure and insufficient
consideration of the requirements for the
samples provided for research.

For conducting forensic examination,
it is necessary to prepare all materials and
draw them up in accordance with the re-
quirements of procedural legislation. Such
materials include: 1) document on the en-
gagement of an expert; 2) objects, in par-
ticular samples for comparative research;
3) case files of proceedings. Document on
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engagement of forensic expert shall indi-
cate the following data: place and date of
the resolution (resolution); position, title
and surname of the person who appoint-
ed the examination (engaged the expert);
name of the court; name of the case and
its number (data on proceedings); cir-
cumstances of the proceedings that are
relevant for conducting the examination;
grounds for appointing the examination;
name of the expert or name of forensic
science institution whose experts are en-
trusted with conducting examination; is-
sues submitted for the expert’s decision;
list of objects to be examined; other data
that are relevant for conducting forensic
examination *.

One of the decisive factors in the ef-
fectiveness of forensic handwriting exam-
ination is the correct formulation of ques-
tions to the forensic expert. According to
the requirements of Art. 244 of the Crim-
inal Procedure Code of Ukraine, the reso-
lution (resolution) on the appointment of
forensic examination must specify the is-
sues that fall within the competence of the
forensic expert during the conduct of fo-
rensic handwriting examination . In par-
ticular, Law of Ukraine: On Judicial Exam-
ination and Instruction on Appointment
and Conducting Forensic Examinations
and Researches define certain restrictions,
namely: forensic expert is prohibited from
resolving issues of law, establishing the in-
tentions of a person, drawing conclusions
regarding the substantive component of
a document (object of research), and re-

solving other issues that go beyond the
qualifications of the forensic expert in the
relevant forensic specialization *. There-
fore, when formulating questions for a fo-
rensic handwriting expert, it is necessary
to take into account that they should relate
exclusively to graphic signs of writing,
identification of the performer by relevant
signs, as well as detection of signs of imita-
tion of handwriting (signature), distortion
of the object of research and the altered
state of the performer.

According to Scientific and Method-
ological Recommendations on Preparation
and Appointment of Forensic Examina-
tions and Forensic Researches (hereinafter
referred to as Recommendations), the indi-
cative list of issues that a forensic handwrit-
ing expert can investigate includes:

“Is the handwritten text (handwritten
notes) in the document (name of the docu-
ment and its details, column, line) executed
by a certain person?

Are handwritten texts (handwritten re-
cords) in the document (documents) (name
of the document and its details, column, line)
made by one person?

Is signature made on behalf of the person
(surname, name, patronymic of the person
on whose behalf the signature is indicated) in
the document (name of the document and its
details, column, line) by the person on whose
behalf it is indicated, or by another person?

Is the handwritten text in the document
(name of the document and its details, col-
umn, line) executed under the influence of
confounding factors (natural, artificial)?

19 IleBuyk B. M., XypaBens B. A., IllenriTeko B. 10. Ta in. KpuMiHamicTHKA : HiIAPYYHUK / 32 pez.

B. M. IlleBuyka. XapkiB, 2024. C. 794—795.

20 KpuMiHa/JIBHHUE IIpOIleCyalbHUHN KojeKc Ykpainu Biz 13.04.2012 p. Ne 4651-VI (3i 3MmiH. Ta
pomos.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-17#Text (date accessed: 05.02.2026).

21 TIIpo cyzoBy eKCIepTH3y : 3aKOH YKpaiHu Big 25.02.1994 p. Ne 4038-X1I (3i 3miH. Ta omos.). URL:
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4038-12#Text (date accessed: 05.02.2026) ; IHCTpyKIis
IIpO IIPU3HAYEHHS Ta IIPOBE/IEHHs CYJOBUX €KCIIEPTU3 Ta eKCIIePTHUX JOCTi/[KeHb : 3aTB.
Haka3. Min'tocty Ykpainu Biz 08.10.1998 p. Ne 53/5 (3i 3miH. Ta gomnos.). URL: https://zakon.
rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-98#Text (date accessed: 05.02.2026).
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Is the signature made on behalf of the
person (surname, name, patronymic of the
person on whose behalf the signature is in-
dicated) in the document (name of the doc-
ument and its details, column, line) under
the influence of confounding factors (natural,
artificial)?

What gender was the handwritten text
written by?

What group by age does the performer of
the handwritten text belong to?” 2.

It should be noted that the above in-
dicative list of issues to be resolved allows
the investigator and other entities who
intend to initiate a forensic examination,
taking into account the circumstances of
a specific proceeding (case), to submit oth-
er issues for the resolution of the forensic
expert, provided that they: 1) do not go be-
yond the competence of forensic expert;
2) do not involve a legal assessment; 3) do
not violate the principles of forensic sci-
ence. However, in practice, investigators
who order a forensic handwriting exam-
ination are usually not always well-versed
in the content of the Recommendations or
interpret the indicative list given therein
attheir own discretion, in connection with
which the forensic expert may be asked
questions of a general nature (including:
“Was the document forged?”, “Was there
a fact of falsification?”) or those that go
beyond the competence of the handwrit-
ing expert (“Did the person sign the con-
tract voluntarily?”, “Did the person realize
the content of the document?”, etc.). Such
questions contain a legal or psychological
assessment, therefore, they do not belong
to the subject of handwriting research.

Generalizing expert practice allows to
identify other typical examples of errone-

ous formulation of questions for handwrit-
ing examination which content goes be-
yond competence of handwriting expert:

« “Is the signature on behalf of (sur-
name, name, patronymic of the per-
son) made by the person on whose
behalf it is indicated, namely (sur-
name, name, patronymic of the per-
son), or by another person, is the
signature on behalf of (surname,
name, patronymic of the person)
on these documents, defined as the
original, copy of the signature?”;

+  “Does the document contain signs
of technical forgery of the signature
(surname, first name, patronymic of
person) in the form of imitation of
handwriting of the person on whose
behalf the signature was made, or
the use of various technical devices
in the signing procedure?”;

+ “Was the signature (surname,
name, patronymic of person) cop-
ied from some other signature us-
ing technical means, if so, which
ones?”;

« “Is the signature on the document
under study copied from some oth-
er signature submitted for compar-
ison?”;

+  “Does the document contain signs
of technical forgery of the signature
(surname, first name, patronymic of
the person) in the form of imitation
of the handwriting of the person
on whose behalf the signature was
made?”;

+  “Does the document contain signs
of the use of various technical de-
vices during the execution of text of
the document?”;

22 HayKoBO-MeTOAMYHI peKOMeHaIlil 3 MUTaHb MiZATOTOBKY Ta MIPU3HAYEHHS CYZJOBUX eKCIIep-
THU3 Ta eKCIIePTHUX JOCITi/PKeHb : 3aTB. Haka3. MinfocTy Vkpainu Bij 08.10.1998 p. Ne 53/5
(31 3miH. Ta momog.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-98#Text (date accessed:

05.02.2026).
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“Is the signature on behalf of (sur-
name, name, patronymic of the per-
son) in the document executed by
the same person who executed the
signature on behalf of (surname,
name, patronymic of another per-
son) in the loan agreement dated
(date) for the amount (amount), or
by another person?”;

“Is the signature on behalf of (sur-
name, name, patronymic of the
person) made by the person on
whose behalf it is indicated, name-
ly (surname, name, patronymic of
the person), or by another person,
is the signature on behalf of (sur-
name, name, patronymic of the
person) on these documents, de-
fined as the original, a copy of the
signature?”;

“Was the person (surname, name,
patronymic) aware of the true con-
tent and legal consequences of the
document at the time of signing?”;
“Is the signature genuine, or is it
a forgery made using computer pro-
grams, printer, scanner, facsimile,
or other technical reproduction?”;
“Was the signature obtained
through document substitution, de-
ception, misrepresentation, or use
of a copy?”;

“Did the signatory (surname, name,
patronymic) intend to sign this doc-
ument, or was the signature made
in order to mislead someone?”;
“Did the person (surname, name,
patronymic) sign the document in
a state of insanity, incapacity or lim-
ited legal capacity?”;

“Does the signature correspond to
signature of the person who had the
authority to sign the document on
behalf of the legal entity (position,
details, power of attorney)?”;

« “Is signature of the person (sur-
name, name, patronymic) executed
in a state of illness, old age, tremor
or other physiological condition that
affected the will of the person?”;

« “Is signature of the person (sur-
name, name, patronymic) valid, or
is it forged in order to seize proper-
ty / money?”;

«  “Was the signature not executed
by another person in a prelimi-
nary conspiracy for the purpose of
fraud?”.

Due to insufficient understanding of
the initiators of handwriting examina-
tion of its differences from other types of
forensic examinations, the objects of re-
search of which are documents, the pro-
posal of many scientists and practitioners
on advisability of involving specialists in
the field of forensic handwriting at the
stage of making a procedural decision to
involve forensic expert (obtaining prelimi-
nary consultation) for correct formulation
of questions is appropriate.

Taking into account the above, it can
be concluded that the questions to the fo-
rensic expert should be specific (aimed at
establishing the factual circumstances),
do not go beyond the special knowledge
of the forensic handwriting expert, do not
contain legal and evaluation issues or is-
sues of double interpretation. Only under
such conditions will forensic expert con-
clusion have full evidentiary force and
can be assessed by the court as a proper
and admissible source of evidence in court
proceedings.

While preparing for a forensic hand-
writing examination, the stage of collect-
ing research objects is important. Accord-
ing to the Recommendations, the object
of a handwriting examination is hand-
writing material that reflects the charac-
teristics of a certain person’s handwriting
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to the extent that they can be detected to
perform the tasks set %. Traditionally, for
a forensic handwriting examination, it is
necessary to provide original documents.
This requirement is specified in clause 1.1
of Chapter 1, Section I of the Recommen-
dations, namely: “Original documents shall
be provided for handwriting examination
of handwritten records and signatures” *.
In practice, it is sometimes impossible to
provide the original of the relevant docu-
ment (it has been destroyed or lost), and
only a copy is available. In this regard,
the question arises of the possibility of
conducting a forensic handwriting exam-
ination using copies of documents. The
scientific literature contains different ap-
proaches to this issue. For example, L. Zo-
lota and I. Savchenko note that if it is phys-
ically impossible to provide the original
document, then it makes sense to conduct
an examination based on copies of docu-
ments, but the court should take this fact
into account in this case, since a copy of
a document contains less information
than the original ®V. Shkabaro, A. Bila and
V. Voronin believe that the main differ-
ence between handwriting examination
and other types of forensic examinations
isthat handwriting examination cannot be
conducted based on photographs and oth-
er copies of the object of examination, its
descriptions and other materials attached
to the case file. Therefore, if the object
cannot be provided to forensic expert, this
makes impossible to conduct handwriting

23 HaykKoBO-MeTOAWYHiI peKoMeHgamii ... .
98#Text (date accessed: 05.02.2026).
24 Tam camo.

research *. It is worth noting that the need
to provide original documents is due to
the fact that during the study, the forensic
expert analyzes them not only by external
graphic features, but also by the physical
characteristics of the strokes (pressure of
the writing instrument, deformation of
the paper, the presence of tremor or un-
even pressure). In addition, the original
document makes it possible to exclude fal-
sification of the document under study by
editing or reprinting its individual parts.
Therefore, provision of original doc-
uments is a mandatory prerequisite for
a full and scientifically substantiated fo-
rensic handwriting examination, since
only the original contains the full range
of graphic and physical features necessary
for identification research. Handwriting
examination based on copies of docu-
ments is possible only as an exception if
it is objectively impossible to submit the
original (for example, due to the refusal
of one party to the proceedings, in partic-
ular the investigator, to issue a document
attached to the case files (proceedings) to
the other party to ensure the possibility of
conducting an examination in another ex-
pert institution), as well as with awareness
of the significant limitations of such an
examination and with the appropriate re-
flection of this fact in forensic expert con-
clusion. There are cases when one docu-
ment becomes the object of research not
only to identify the executor, but also to
determine the time of its creation, which

URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-

25 3osota JI. B., CaBuenko I. O. IIpobiemMaTrKa NMpU3HaYeHHs I0YE€PKO3HABYOI eKCIEePTU3U
B IIUBIJTPHOMY CYZOUYMHCTBI. Haykoguil 8icHUK YatzopoOcbkoeo HAUIOHAALHOZO YHIBEPCUMeNTy.
Cepis: IIpago. 2022. Bum. 70. C. 175—180. DOI: 10.24144/2307-3322.2022.70.25 (date accessed:

05.02.2026).

26 Illkabapo B. M., Bina A. B., Boponiu B. B. [IpaBoBi aclieKT! IIpOBeJeHHS 10YePKO3HABYO-
ro JociimxeHHs. Bicnux Yrigepcumemy imeni Anvgppeda Hobens. Cepia «IIpaso». 2022. Ne 1(4).
C. 53. DOI: 10.32342/2709-6408-2022-1-4-5 (date accessed: 05.02.2026).
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requires technical examination of docu-
ments, during destructive methods can be
used. In this case, it is important to cor-
rectly determine sequence of conducting
various types of examinations, in partic-
ular, to take into account impossibility of
conducting handwriting examination due
to the effect of mechanical, chemical, and
thermal methods on the document during
its technical examination. At the same
time, use of copies of documents signifi-
cantly reduces informativeness of re-
search object, limits the range of features
under study, and can make impossible for
forensic expert to formulate a categorical
conclusion that the court must take into
account when evaluating evidence.

In addition to the investigated docu-
ment, in order to conduct a forensic hand-
writing examination, the forensic expert
must provide samples of handwriting and
signature of the investigated person or
a probable executor. Such samples are di-
vided into three groups: 1) free; 2) condi-
tionally free; 3) experimental. Samples are
not evidence in criminal proceedings, but
they contain information that is of eviden-
tiary value. Relevant information becomes
available, it can be used in evidence in
the case only as a result of the examina-
tion. That is why samples for a compara-
tive study have a special procedural status:
it is material for obtaining a new one or
checking the existing evidence '.

According to Paragraph 2, Clause 1.3,
Chapter 1, Section I of the Recommenda-
tions, “free samples are handwritten texts,
handwritten records (letters and numbers),
signatures, authentically executed by a cer-

tain person before the opening of criminal
proceedings, proceedings in cases of admin-
istrative offenses, in civil, administrative or
economic cases and not related to their cir-
cumstances; conditionally free samples are
handwriting and/or signature samples exe-
cuted by a certain person before the opening
of proceedings in the case, but related to the
circumstances of this case or executed after
the opening of proceedings in the case, and
are both related to the case and not related
to its circumstances; experimental samples of
handwriting and (or) signature, performed
on the instructions of the body (person) that
appointed the examination (involved the
expert), in connection with appointment of
such examination” %,

Free samples most often include those
contained in both official and unofficial
documents of various purposes, includ-
ing: a passport of a citizen of Ukraine and
a foreign passport or their copies of prop-
er quality, applications for the issuance or
replacement of a passport (form 1), a driv-
er’s license, a driver’s examination card,
official ID card, a receipt, acts, contracts,
powers of attorney, receipts, applications
for marriage/dissolution, membership
cards, payment orders, invoices, cashier’s
checks, personal records, letters, informa-
tion, postcards, which are authentically ex-
ecuted by the person being studied. When
receiving free samples, it is necessary to
take into account: 1) the time of creation
of the relevant documents (they must be:
a) written (signed) before entering data
into the Unified Register of Pre-Trial In-
vestigations or opening proceedings in
cases of administrative offenses, in civil,

27 OcynoB B. B., CBoboga €. 0., Illpamko O. M. Ta iH. CyZoBo-IIoYepKO3HaBYa EKCIIepTH3a

Yy KPUMIHQJIBHUX IPOBA/PKEHHAX PO KOPYIIIIHI IIPaBONOPYIIEHHS :

MeToZ. pek. Kuis,

2023. 46 c. URL: https://elar.navs.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/0faad692-1b82-4e60-9fe3-
62977fda4986/content (date accessed: 05.02.2026).

28 HaykoBO-MeTOAVYHI peKOMeHJAlil ...
98#Text (date accessed: 05.02.2026).

. URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-
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administrative or economic cases; b) close
to the date of execution of the documents
under investigation); 2) authenticity of
the executor (free samples are exclusively
handwritten texts, record, signatures, au-
thentically executed by a specific person);
3) lack of connection with the circum-
stances of the proceedings (case) - such
samples should not relate to the relevant
criminal proceedings (case), that is, those
facts that are established or verified. How-
ever, in practice, sometimes the require-
ments for the authenticity of the executor
of the relevant signature or handwriting
are violated, and free samples are also
provided, the execution of which is sig-
nificantly distant from the date of execu-
tion of the document under investigation,
which negatively affects the possibility of
resolving the issues raised and the signif-
icance of the conclusion of such a foren-
sic examination. In particular, violation of
the requirement for the authenticity of the
executor creates the risk of the presence
of extraneous handwritten objects in the
comparative material, which may lead to
the formation of false conclusions by ex-
perts. As an example, let us cite the situa-
tion set out in the complaint of a party in
the case, which was submitted to the Dis-
ciplinary Chamber of Central Expert Qual-
ification Commission under the Ministry
of Justice of Ukraine, when the expert pro-
vided a categorical conclusion regarding
the executor of the signatures, while at the
same time, in order to conduct a handwrit-
ing study with the aim of proving the fact
of signing the contract for the transfer of
a land share for rent by a specific person,
the defendant provided similar contracts
concluded in previous years as free sam-

ples. In addition, the plaintiff in the case
(the owner of the land share) claimed that
he did not sign any of these contracts, and
that an unknown person signed on his be-
half . Providing the expert with free sam-
ples made in a period significantly distant
from the document under study signifi-
cantly reduces the representativeness of
the comparative material and complicates
the possibility of establishing individually
stable handwriting features, and also does
not allow for proper consideration of natu-
ral and situational changes in handwriting
caused by age, psychophysiological and
other factors. In this regard, it is import-
ant to ensure proper preparation of the
relevant comparative material taking into
account the above requirements in order
to ensure the formation of a reliable and
procedurally significant expert conclusion
based on the results of forensic handwrit-
ing examination.

Conditional samples can be executed
both before and after opening of proceed-
ings (cases), id est in fact, they belong to
two types: 1) executed before the opening
of proceedings and related to the circum-
stances of this case; 2) executed after the
opening of proceedings and both related
to the case and not related to its circum-
stances. Conditional samples can be con-
tained in the following documents: sus-
pect explanation of his/her commission
of certain actions, written at the request
of the investigator, which may not even be
related to the proceedings; interrogation
protocols, written (or signed) in person;
a petition to the investigator, prosecutor,
judge; a signature in the journal on receipt
of a court summons; correspondence
from the place of temporary detention

29 From the practice of considering issues of disciplinary liability of forensic experts by the Discip-
linary Chamber of the Central Expert Qualification Commission operating under the Ministry

of Justice of Ukraine.
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with relatives; complaints about the ac-
tions of police officers, etc. * Specificity
of conditionally free handwriting samples
(signatures) is that they could have been
made in a deliberately altered handwrit-
ing, since their maker could have fore-
seen that these manuscripts (signatures)
could be used as samples for comparative
research in the event that the prosecution
decides to order an identification hand-
writing examination *. It is important that
such samples, although created in the con-
ditions of the investigation, are considered
to retain the individual characteristics of
the written language of the person under
research.

Unlike free and conditionally free
samples, experimental samples for com-
parative research are obtained specifically
for conducting a forensic handwriting ex-
amination during a procedural action. In
order to perform experimental samples,
it is necessary to create conditions that
are as close as possible to those in which
the disputed manuscript was performed
(standing or sitting or placing the manu-
script on your lap, etc.). It is recommend-
ed to select experimental samples repeat-
edly, in two stages, with an interval from
several minutes to several hours or days,

depending on the circumstances of the
case. Selection of experimental handwrit-
ing samples is carried out under dictation
or they are given the opportunity to write
any text independently. Copying from doc-
ument being examined is unacceptable *2.

Samples for comparative research
should be not only qualitative in their in-
formative content, but sufficient in quan-
tity. Sufficient number of samples means
such a volume that would ensure the pos-
sibility of a complete and comprehensive
comparison of all signs contained in the
manuscript (signatures) *. In practice,
optimal number for conducting research
is considered to be 10-15 free samples of
the signature of the person being studied,
5-7 pages of a sample text (preferably exe-
cuted in the conditions in which the man-
uscript under study was created). One of
the most common issues that arise during
the preparation of materials for research
is providing the forensic expert with insuf-
ficient comparative material that necessi-
tates forensic expert to send a request for
the provision of additional comparative
material, which suspends forensic exam-
ination for the request duration (limit-
ed to 45 calendar days) and, accordingly,
postpones the time of receiving forensic

30 Iossakosa C. B., ITupir I. B. IIpo6ieMHi TUTaHHS MiATOTOBKU MaTepPiasiB JIs TOYEPKO3HAB-
901 €KCIePTU3U. AKMYaabHi Npobiemu KPUMIHAALHO-NPAB0B020, KPUMIHAALHO20 NPOLecyaib-
H020 Ma KPUMIHAAICMUYHO020 3abe3neueHHs npomudii 3104 UHHOCTL 8 CYLACHUX YMO8AX : MAT-JI1
MixHap. HayK.-IpakT. KoHO. (JHimpo, 20.12.2024). Axinpo, 2024. C. 224. URI: https://er.ddu-
vs.edu.ua/handle/123456789/15814 (date accessed: 05.02.2026).

31 KosazneHko B. B. Oco611BOCTi IiATOTOBKY MaTepiaiB Ta IpU3Hade HH CYZ0BOI TI0YepPKO3HAaB-
401 eKCIePTU3HU IIifl 9ac PO3CIiAyBaHHS KOPUCIMBUX KPUMIHAIBHUX IIPaBOIOPYIIEHb. Bic-
Huk JIy2ancvkozo Ha84uanbHO-HAYko8020 incmumymy imeni E. O. [Jidoperka. 2025. Bum. 2 (110).
C. 63. DOI: 10.32782/2786-9156.110.2.61-71 (date accessed: 05.02.2026).

32 Kocurina H. A. [IpobieMHi TUTaHHS iTOTOBKY Ta 0DOPMJIEHHS eKCIIepUMeHTaIbHUX 3pas-
KiB mo4yepKy (UM(POBUX 3aIUCIB, MiAINCY) A1 IPOBEJEHHS CyZ0BO-IIOYePKO3HABUNX €KC-
repTus. Bicnuk Odecbkozo Hayko80-00cAi0H020 THCmumymy cydosux excnepmu3. 2022. Bum. 12.
C. 52. URL: https://ondise.minjust.gov.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/vipusk-122022.pdf

(date accessed: 05.02.2026).

33 Bopob6iiosa H. B. 3azuau. TBip. URL: https://univd.edu.ua/general/publishing/konf/08_11_2017/

pdf/28.pdf (date accessed: 05.02.2026).

197


https://doi.org/10.32353/khrife.1.2026.14
https://er.dduvs.edu.ua/handle/123456789/15814
https://er.dduvs.edu.ua/handle/123456789/15814
https://doi.org/10.32782/2786-9156.110.2.61-71
https://ondise.minjust.gov.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/vipusk-122022.pdf
https://univd.edu.ua/general/publishing/konf/08_11_2017/pdf/28.pdf
https://univd.edu.ua/general/publishing/konf/08_11_2017/pdf/28.pdf

Theory and Practice of Forensic Science and Criminalistics. 2026. Issue 1 (42)

ISSN 1993-0917

e-ISSN 2708-5171  https://khrife-journal.org/index.php/journal

expert conclusion. Insufficiency of com-
parative material provided can not only
delay the conduct of the relevant study, but
also make it impossible to conduct it fully.
In particular, the provision by the initiator
of forensic examination of only a few com-
parative samples of a signature or several
samples of a fragment of text does not al-
low the forensic expert to identify stable
individual features of handwriting or sig-
nature of the person under investigation
and conduct a full-fledged comparative
research. At the same time, further proce-
dural actions aimed at obtaining samples
of a person’s signature (searches, tempo-
rary access to documents, sampling) can
be ineffective due to concealment or de-
struction of documents by interested par-
ties; concealment of the person; illness
that affects the person’s motor or mental
activity; his or her death, i.e. events that
make impossible to obtain experimental
samples of the person’s handwriting (sig-
nature). In such a case, in practice, foren-
sic experts are forced to state the lack of
possibility of conducting a full-fledged re-
search and obtaining categorical answers
to asked questions.

In addition, while obtaining samples,
one should take into account high infor-
mativeness of free samples containing the
largest number of general and individual
signs of handwriting of the person being
examined. This is a consequence of the
fact that at the time of their execution,
performer did not assume further use of
his handwriting samples as comparative
material during forensic examination.
However, it happens that initiator of fo-
rensic examination cannot select a larger
number of handwriting (signature) sam-
ples from a person, or there is only a cer-
tain number of free, conditionally free
samples. In this case, forensic expert takes
into account complexity of handwriting

(signature): the more complex (in design)
handwriting (signature), the more it con-
tains individual signs of the person being
examined and the examination becomes
possible. Thereby at the stage of prepar-
ing case files for research, it is advisable
to obtain advice from a forensic expert:
it will allow you to determine sufficiency
and quality of the available comparative
material, clarify possibility of conducting
full-fledged handwriting study under ac-
tual conditions, and, if necessary to take
timely measures to select additional sam-
ples. This optimizes timing of forensic
examination, prevents unjustified suspen-
sion of the expert study and ensures prop-
er implementation of the tasks of forensic
examination in legal proceedings.

Conclusions

Use effectiveness of expert handwriting
expert conclusion in legal proceedings
largely depends not only on quality of
performed research, but on the level of
preparation of materials for the research
by examination initiator and formulation
accuracy of issues to be resolved. In this
regard, it is necessary to systematically
improve the skills of investigators, pros-
ecutors, lawyers and other stakeholders
in this area. This approach will contribute
to improving the quality of pre-trial inves-
tigation, optimizing the timing of expert
research and ensuring the proper eviden-
tial strength of forensic expert conclusion.

CyzoBa HoYepKO3HABYA eKCIepTHU3a:
THUIOBI MOMMWIKU HA eTamni MPU3HAYeHHA
Ta LVISIXM 3a100iranHasa

Bikmopia Aaekcetiuyk, €ezenisn Jemudosa,
Jleonid Bapaw, Paca Tamoutronaiime

Cmammio npucea1eHo KOMnaAeKCHomYy anani-
3y TlpO6/L€M, no8’a3aHux 3 MNOCMAHOBKOI0
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excnepmHuux 3agdaHv 1 nidz0moekol Ma-
mepianie 04s npoeedeHHs CcY0080i nouep-
K03HA8401 excnepmu3u sk 00H020 3 Hallbiabiu
sampebysanux 6udie KpUMIHAAICMUYHUX
docnidxcers Y cydoduncmei. AKMyanvHiCmb
JocnidxHceHH 3YMOBACHA 3HAYUMICTIIO NUCH-
MO8UxX 0OKYyMeHmig AK 00Ka3i8 i NouLupeHi-
cmio eunadkie HeHAeNcHOL Nidz20Mo8KU Ma-
mepianie, HeKOPeKmMHOo20 GHOpMYAI08AHH
3anumawys, 9Ki nidAs2army SUPILLEHHIO, U0
CYymmeso 00MedxHcye MOXMCAUBOCTL eKCnepm-
H020 00CAI0HEeHHA NO1ePKOB020 MAMepiany
ab0 YHeMOMCAUBAIOE HAOAHHS KATNe2OPUHHUX
8UCHOBKIB. Mema cmammi — npoaHanisy-
8amu mMunoei NOMUAKU, WO SUHUKAIOMb HA
emani Npu3HadeHHs cY0080i MOUePKO3HAB-
40l ekcnepmusu, ma Hadamu pekomeHOauii
wWodo wWAsAXi8 NidsuleHHs egeKmueHOCmi
3aCcMocY8aHH Ybo2o 8udy ekcnepmuozo 0o-
cnidxicenus y npouyeci doka3ysawHs. Memo-
donoziuna OcHO8a O00CAIONCEHHS MICMUMb
3a2a/LHOHAYKOBL Ma CneyidabHi Mmemodu
JocniOsceHHA: ananiz i Cunmes, IHOYKYitO
i dedykuiio, popmanvHo-102I4HUIL, CUCmeM-
HO-CMpPYKMYPHUIL ma NOPiBHAALHO-NPABO-
suil nidxodu, a maxosc memoo y3a2anbHeHH
cniduoi ma excnepmuoi npakmuxu. Cucme-
MAMU308aH0 8uMo2lL 00 Mamepianis, sKi
Hadaoms cy0080OMY eKCnepmosi, YMmouHeHO
06cse KomnemeHyii eKcnepma-no4epko3Has-
ys, O00/pYHMOBAHO HeOOXIOHICMb BUKOpPU-
CTAHHA Opu2inanie JOKyMeHmie sk 00 ekmieg
docnidycenna, a makodx O0OKAAOHO pO32as-
HYMO nNumauHs 6i000py 6IAbHUX, YMOBHO
BLALHUX Ma eKCNepUMEHMAAbHUX 3Pa3Kie
nouepky i nionucy. Haykoea nogusna 0ocaio-
HEeHHS TIONSA2AE 8 KOMTMAEKCHOMY BUKAAJeHH]
83A€EMO38’A3KY MINC AKICMIO Ni020MOBKU Ma-
mepianie i 00Ka306010 UIHHICMIO BUCHOBKY
excnepma, a maxosc y opmya0eanti npax-
MUYHO OPIEHTMOBAHUX peKoMeHOauill w000
3abesnevenHs 0ocmamHoCmi, penpeseHma-
mugHocmi i iHpOpMAMUBHOCTMI NOPIBHANb-
Hux mamepianig. Ilpakmuune 3HA4eHHS
JdocnidxceHH NoAs2d€E 8 3ACMOCYBAHHL 1020
BUCHOBKIB 1 peKOMeHOAUill CAIOUUMLL, TLPOKY-

popamu, adsokamamu ma cyo0oamu 3 Memoro
ONMUMI3ayii 8CMAHO8AEHHSL (QAKMUYHUX
obcmasun y cydosomy npogadicerti il 3ano-
bieanHs NOMUAKAM HA emani 3a4y4eHHs Cy-
008020 excnepma-nouepko3HaAsYs.

Katouoei caosa: cydosa excnepmusa; cy-
dosa nouepxo3HA81a eKCepmu3a; 3pa3ku 0ns
NOpiBHAALHO20 00CAIONCeHHs, nid20moeKa
do npusHnauenHs cy0080i excnepmusu; ¢op-
MYAI08AHHA 3anumanb 0o cydogoeo excnep-
ma; BUCHOB0K eKcrepma; Munosi NOMUAKU
cydos020 excnepma.
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