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The primary concerns of this paper are to reveal peculiarities of tacti-
cal and forensic support for the investigation of war crimes in terms of
cooperation between the investigator and the victim during investiga-
tive (search) and other procedural actions. The author aims to iden-
tify principal constituents of such interaction and their significance
for enhancing a proof procedure, taking into account victim-centered
approach principles. In pursuit of this goal, a range of general scien-
tific (analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction) and special
(dialectical, systemic-structural, formal-legal, comparative, general-
isation) methods of scientific cognition were employed. It has been
substantiated that a collaborative partnership between the investiga-
tor and the victim in criminal proceedings involving war crimes is
not only a mandatory requirement of criminal procedural activity,

but also a crucial element of tactical and forensic support for inves-
tigation, which affects the extent to which case circumstances are re-
vealed, evidence credibility, and determines the level of trust in crim-
inal justice authorities. It has been proven that the specific nature of
war crimes requires us to dig deeper into physical, psychological and
social vulnerability of victims, the complexity of the global scope of in-
vestigation and the duration of criminal proceedings. Principal com-
ponents of tactical and forensic support for cooperation between the
investigator and the victim were singled out: tactical planning of pro-
cedural actions while considering objective constraints; adequate sci-
entific and technical support with the utilization of digital technolo-
gies and video recording; accounting for the psychological component
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of interaction with the involvement of psychologists; use of tactical
techniques based on individualisation and situational nature; ensur-
ing that victims are aware of their procedural rights, further prospects
of proceedings and possible risks. It has been stressed that the use of
individualised tactical techniques and modern technical means helps
lower the likelihood of re-traumatisation in victims, boosts commu-
nication and evidence collection. Particular emphasis is placed on the
role of psychological support and information transparency as factors
contributing to the establishment of stable cooperation between the
victim and the prosecution. Obtained findings provide deeper insights
into the tactical and forensic principles of investigating war crimes
and lay the groundwork for developing practical recommendations
to optimise cooperation between investigators and victims, improve
investigation methodology, and enhance victim-centered approaches
in criminal proceedings.

Keywords: war crime; military aggression; prosecution; coop-
eration; investigator; victim; protection of rights and interests; in-
vestigative (search) action; tactical technique.

Research Problem Formulation

One of the distinct signs of the Russian
Federation’s full-scale armed aggression
against Ukraine is the scale and systemat-
ic nature of war crimes that inflict harm
on both individual citizens and the State
as a whole. The Office of the Prosecutor
General claims that between 24 Febru-
ary 2022 and 30 September 2025, Ukrain-
ian law enforcement agencies registered
185,231 criminal proceedings for war
crimes as set out in Art. 438 of the Crimi-

nal Code of Ukraine ! (hereinafter referred
to as the CC of Ukraine): around 140 new
episodes every day. These primarily involve
shelling of civilian and critical infrastruc-
ture, forced displacement of the population
from occupied territories, deportation of
children, enforced disappearances, torture
of civilians and prisoners of war, extraju-
dicial executions, sexual abuse and other
gross violations of international humani-
tarian law. Pursuant to official statements,
more than 253,000 people have been recog-
nised as victims of war crimes 2.

1 IIpo 3apeecTpoBaHi KpUMiHa/IbHI IIPABONOPYIIEHHS Ta PE3yJIbTaTH IX JOCYZOBOTO PO3CIiAy-
BaHH (2013—2025 pp.) / Odic l'eHepanpHOTO IIPOKypOpa : odirr. Bebcaiit. URL: https://gp.gov.
ua/ua/posts/pro-zareyestrovani-kriminalni-pravoporushennya-ta-rezultati-yih-dosudovogo-
rozsliduvannya-2 (date accessed: 12.02.2026) ; ®inimimuna A., ITagys B., IlaBrigenko O.
BoenHi 310unHU Pocilicbkoi ®egepariii npoTu VkpaiHU: HIIAXYU A0 CIPaBeIHNBOTO ITOKa-
paHHs BUHHUX (po3sciizyBaHHs 3a crarTeio 438 KK Vkpainu) / Vkpaincbka lesbciHCBKa
cmisika 3 mpaB mioAuHU. Kuis, 2025. C. 5. URL: https:/www.helsinki.org.ua/publications/
voienni-zlochyny-rosiyskoi-federatsii-proty-ukrainy-shliakhy-do-spravedlyvoho-pokarannia-
vynnykh-doslidzhennia/ (date accessed: 12.02.2026) ; KpuMiHaapHUE KOZeKC YKpaiHU Bif
05.04.2001 p. Ne 2341-I11 (3i 3miH. Ta gomoB.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-

14#Text (date accessed: 12.02.2026).
2 Tawm camo.
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These figures indicate that Ukraine’s
law enforcement system is operating un-
der considerable procedural strain, as
criminal justice authorities are tasked
with promptly documenting events, col-
lecting evidence, and supporting effective
investigation of war crimes.

Furthermore, numerous cases of acts
that potentially fall under the remit of the
Rome Statute of the International Crimi-
nal Court ? (hereinafter referred to as the
Rome Statute) are systematically recorded
in reports by national and international
human rights organisations, which rein-
forces the requirements for the quality of
criminal prosecution and for the adher-
ence to international standards of proof.
As documented by the Media Initiative
for Human Rights (2022), law enforce-
ment agencies have recorded 60,387 war
crimes. Notices of suspicion have been
served in 125 cases, and 94 criminal pro-
ceedings have been forwarded to court.
In 2023, 57,880 war crimes were record-
ed, and suspicions were announced in
193 cases, of which 173 cases were re-
ferred to court. During 2024, 28,788 war
crimes were registered, 315 suspicions
were reported, and 236 indictments were
submitted to court. In 2025, 56,071 war
crimes were documented, 367 notices of
suspicion were served, and 206 criminal
proceedings were referred to court. Over-
all, 187 individuals have been convicted in
absentia for war crimes over four years.
This is a small number compared to the to-
tal number of registered incidents, which
exceeds 200,000. As noted by forensic ex-

perts in international humanitarian law
A. Rassamakhina and O. Rasulova, these
figures do not reflect the full scope of the
situation, since some of the notices of sus-
picion are not subject to public disclosure,
and certain proceedings are held in closed
court sessions *.

Investigating war crimes commit-
ted during the armed aggression against
Ukraine is one of the most demanding
tasks for criminal justice authorities. The
large number of criminal proceedings, the
complexity of the mechanisms by which
the crimes were committed, the scale of
their consequences, and the specific con-
ditions for collecting evidence significant-
ly hinder the organisation of pre-trial in-
vestigations. Under such circumstances,
it is of paramount importance to ensure
an adequate level of cooperation between
investigators and victims, who are often
the main bearers of information about the
circumstances of a crime and, therefore,
require enhanced procedural safeguards.

Consequently, it is clear why some vic-
tims are dissatisfied with the performance
of law enforcement agencies, the duration
of investigations, or the level of procedu-
ral interaction. At the same time, imple-
mentation of a victim-centered approach
in criminal proceedings involves not only
safeguarding the rights of victims, but also
developing tactical models of cooperation
that combine effective proof and increased
trustin law enforcement authorities, while
taking into account the psychological state
of victims and reducing the risk of re-trau-
matisation.

3 Pumcpkuil cTaTyT MiIXHAPOAHOIO KPUMIHATIBHOTO CYAY : IPUUHAT. 17.07.1998 p. (3i 3MiH. Ta
ZI0TI0B.) ; paTudikK. 3akoHOM VKpaiHu Big 21.08.2024 p. Ne 3909-IX. URL: https://zakon.rada.
gov.ua/laws/show/995_588#Text (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

4 Paccamaxiza A., PacynoBa O. 3a Y0THPH POKU BeIMKOI BilHU [0 CyAy AiHmuro aumie 709 cripas
III0JI0 BOEHHUX 37109MHIB — iH(orpadika MIIIJI / Mezilina iHinliaTyBa 3a IpaBa JIOAUHU :
Bebcaiit. 12.02.2026. URL: https://mipl.org.ua/za-chotyry-roky-velykoyi-vijny-do-sudu-dijshlo-
lyshe-709-sprav-shhodo-voyennyh-zlochyniv-infografika-mipl/ (date accessed: 12.02.2026).
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When investigating war crimes, it is
crucial to note that bringing perpetrators
to justice often goes beyond national ju-
risdiction and may be carried out within
the framework of international criminal
justice mechanisms, particularly in the
context of the Rome Statute °. This specific
nature objectively leads to lengthy proceed-
ings, complex proof procedures and delays
in the adoption of court decisions. Victims
often find themselves in a state of suspen-
sion awaiting justice, accompanied by psy-
chological stress, feelings of uncertainty
and vulnerability. In light of the foregoing,
it is essential to prevent victims from being
left alone to deal with their problems and
with the consequences of a crime they have
experienced. Implementing a victim-cen-
tered approach in criminal proceedings in-
volves more than just formally recognizing
victims’ procedural rights; it also requires
pre-trial investigation authorities to play an
active role in ensuring that those rights are
actually exercised. The extent to which vic-
tims feel secure and trust law enforcement
agencies and the justice system as a whole
depends entirely on the professional inter-
est of investigators in protecting victims’
rights, ensuring access to information,
communicating appropriately and address-
ing victims’ needs.

Therefore, effective cooperation be-
tween the investigator and the victim is
crucial both procedurally and socio-psy-
chologically, as it maintains victims’ sense
of security during the long wait for justice
and fosters their willingness to participate
in criminal proceedings, thereby contrib-
uting to the integrity and quality of a proof
procedure in war crimes cases. That is why
the study of tactical and forensic principles
of cooperation between the investigator
and the victim during investigative (search)

and other procedural actions in criminal
proceedings concerning war crimes is es-
pecially pertinent, since the efficiency of
such cooperation largely determines the
full scope of case circumstances, the quali-
ty of evidentiary basis and overall effective-
ness of criminal proceedings.

Article Purpose

Delineate peculiarities of tactical and fo-
rensic support for war crimes investiga-
tion from the perspective of cooperation
between the investigator and the victim
during investigative (search) and other
procedural actions.

Research Methods

The purpose of this article is realised
through a multifaceted application of gen-
eral scientific and special legal methods of
cognition. Dialectical method was of use in
clarifying the transformation patterns of
tactical and forensic support for war crimes
investigations in conditions of armed ag-
gression and in revealing contradictions
between high standards of proof and objec-
tive constraints of martial law (widespread
nature of episodes, forced migration /dis-
placement of victims, security risks).
Analysis and synthesis enabled the pro-
cessing of scientific sources and action-ori-
ented approaches to victim-centered in-
vestigations, the organization of tactical
cooperation between the investigator and
the victim, as well as the differentiation of
key components of tactical and forensic
support (planning, technical means, psy-
chological component, tactical techniques).
System-structural method was em-
ployed to analyse cooperation between
the investigator and the victim from a ho-
listic perspective, taking into account

5 Pumcekuii cTatyrT ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_588#Text (date accessed:

12.02.2026).
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organisational, technical, psychological,
and information-communication constit-
uents, and to determine their place in the
overall model for the pre-trial investigation
of war crimes.

Formal-legal method facilitated the
analysis of criminal procedural regulation
of the victim’s participation in criminal
proceedings, of procedural safeguards of
his/her rights, as well as of permissible
forms of recording and using information
obtained during investigative (search) ac-
tions, including video recording and pro-
cessing of digital data.

Logical-dogmatic  (logical-semantic)
method made it possible to both clarify
the meaning of the categories cooperation
between the investigator and the victim, vic-
tim-centered approach, tactical techniques
for actualising (restoring) forgotten material
and draw conclusions and practical rec-
ommendations.

Comparative-legal method helped to
compare scientific approaches to tactical
support for cooperation with victims in
proceedings concerning serious and inter-
national crimes. We also took into account
international standards for treatment of
victims and protection of their rights in
the context of potential mechanisms of in-
ternational criminal justice.

Modelling method contributed to the
identification of typical tactical situations
of cooperation with victims (physical un-
availability to participate, staying abroad,
severe traumatization, need for recogni-
tion/identification via digital materials)
and helped to highlight optimal tactical
solutions and response algorithms.

Generalisation was employed to sys-
tematise findings from doctrinal sources
and practical data and to formulate the
author’s conclusions regarding key com-
ponents of tactical and forensic support
for cooperation between investigators and
victims in war crimes proceedings.

Analysis of Essential Researches
and Publications

The issues of providing tactical support
for criminal investigations, carrying out
individual investigative (search) actions
and holding trials are always at the fore-
front of research for Ukrainian and fo-
reign scholars. Over the past few years,
various aspects of this subject area have
been a recurring theme in scientific pa-
pers by H. Bidniak et al. ¢, Yu. Myroshny-
chenko 7, M. Pohoretskyi and D. Serhieie-
va #, V. Shevchuk et al. °, V. Shepitko 1°, and
others.

6 Biguaxk I. C., Kpusomyck O. I., ITupir I. B. Ta iH. KpuMiHamicTUYHA TaKTUKA : MiPYIHUK.

10

Juinpo, 2025. 252 c. URL: https://er.dduvs.edu.ua/handle/123456789/16796 (date accessed:
12.02.2026).

Mupomrnndenko 0. M. KpumiHanicTMyHa TaKTUKa B I1epioJ; CTAaHOBJIEHHS HAyKU KpU-
Mminamictuku. FOpuduunuil 6ronemens. 2020. Bum. 13. C. 201—207. DOI: 10.32850/LB2414-
4207.2020.13.26 (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

IToroperbkuii M. A., Cepreesa /I. B. TaKTHKa 3aXMCHUKA: [IOHATTS, 3MICT Ta MicIle B CUCTeMi
KPUMIHaJIICTUYHOI TaKTUKU. BicHux xpuminaavrozo cydouurcmea. 2016. Ne 2. C. 113—123.
URL: https://vkslaw.knu.ua/images/verstka/2_2016_Sergeeva.pdf (date accessed: 12.02.2026).
Shevchuk V., Kostenko M., Myshkov Ya., Papusha I., Hryshko I. Functional Purpose of Tactical
Operations in the Development of Criminalistic Methodics of Crime Investigation. Pakistan
Journal of Criminology. 2023. Vol. 15. No. 2. Pp. 61—78. URL: https://www.pjcriminology.com/
wp-content/uploads/2023/08/05_Shevchuk-et-al.pdf (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

IleniTpko B. 10. ITpeaMeT KPpUMiHANTICTUYHOI TAKTUKU: icTOpisa popMyBaHHS, 3MICT Ta TeH-
nentii. Teopia ma npakmuxka cydoeoi excnepmu3su i kpuminaaicmuku. 2019. Bum. 19. C. 8—20.
DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2019.01 (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

64


https://khrife-journal.org/index.php/journal
https://er.dduvs.edu.ua/handle/123456789/16796
https://doi.org/10.32850/LB2414-4207.2020.13.26
https://doi.org/10.32850/LB2414-4207.2020.13.26
https://vkslaw.knu.ua/images/verstka/2_2016_Sergeeva.pdf
https://www.pjcriminology.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/05_Shevchuk-et-al.pdf
https://www.pjcriminology.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/05_Shevchuk-et-al.pdf
https://doi.org/10.32353/khrife.1.2019.01

Anastasiia Vuima. Tactical Framework for Cooperation Between the Investigator and the Victim
During Investigations Into War Crimes. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2026.05

A number of aspects of tactical and
forensic support have been studied by for-
eign scientists C. Butura !, S. Nikoloska 2,
R. Reyes %, R. J. Girod , et al.

In recent years, Ukrainian criminal-
istics has significantly intensified its re-
search into the investigation of war crimes,
focusing primarily on organisational and
tactical decisions, the specific nature of
individual investigative (search) actions,
and psychological aspects of communica-
tion with participants in proceedings. It is
worth mentioning the comprehensive na-
ture of K. Shevchyshena’s dissertation, in
which theoretical provisions and practical
recommendations are formulated regard-
ing the organisation of war crimes inves-
tigations, including cooperation between
pre-trial investigation authorities and par-
ticipants in proceedings. The author also
elaborated on tactical and forensic princi-
ples for conducting procedural actions *°.

A number of papers focus exclusive-
ly on interrogation as a primary source
of information as per Art. 438 of the CC

of Ukraine. Thus, O. Zhovtiuk delves into
certain tactical and psychological features
of interrogating witnesses and victims
during the investigation of breaches of
the laws and customs of war, emphasis-
ing the need to account for both case cir-
cumstances and individual traits of those
being interrogated (in particular, the trau-
matised person), as these directly affect
the quality and fullness of testimony *°. Si-
multaneously, another field is developing
that concerns procedurally specific forms
of obtaining testimony: e.g., S. Hrechana
studies tactical interrogation techniques
during pre-trial investigations in court
sessions conducted by investigating judges
(Art. 225 of the Criminal Procedure Code
of Ukraine), emphasising communicative
nature of this action, psychological mech-
anisms of implementing tactical tech-
niques, and the special status of a witness/
victim as the subject of procedural and
tactical influence *'.

The section on interagency and in-
ternational coordination is also of para-

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Butura C. Tactical Framework for Organizing a Criminal Investigation. Proceedings of the 26th
International RAIS Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities. 2022. Pp. 73-78. URL: https://
www.ceeol.com/search/chapter-detail?id=1037104 (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

Nikoloska S. Tactics of application of measures and actions in the criminal investigation of
economic-financial crime. International scientific conference “45 years higher education in the
area of security — educational challenges and security perspectives” (26-28 Sept 2022; Struga).
2022. Vol. III. No. 7. Pp. 25-36. DOI: 10.20544/ICP.3.7.22.P02 (date accessed: 12.02.2026).
Reyes R. Tactical Criminal Investigations: Understanding the Dynamics to Obtain the Best
Results without Compromising the Investigation. Journal of Forensic Sciences & Criminal Inves-
tigation. 2017. Vol. 2. Is. 2. Pp. 001-004. URL: https://surl.li/tztghm (date accessed: 12.02.2026).
Girod R. ]J. Advanced Criminal Investigations and Intelligence Operations: Tradecraft Me-
thods, Practices, Tactics, and Techniques. Boca Raton ; London ; NY, 2014. 543 p. URL: https://
surl.li/nxktor (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

Ileunmena K. II. Po3crifyBaHHA BOEHHHUX 3JIOYMHIB B VKpaiHi : aBTOped. AUC. ... KaHJ.
opug. Hayk. Kuie, 2024. C. 18. URL: https://www.navs.edu.ua/files/spec-vchena-rada/
srd_26_007_03/2024/avtoref_shevchyshena.pdf (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

JKoBTiOK O. OCO6IMBOCTI TPOBEZEHHS JOIUTY CBiJKIB i MOTEPIIINX i/l 9ac pO3CIifyBaHHs
IIOPYIIEeHHs 3aKOHIB Ta 3BMYaiB BiHU. FOpuduuna ncuxonoeis. 2024. Ne 1 (34). C. 101—109.
DOI: 10.33270/03243401.101 (date accessed: 12.02.2026).

I'peyana C. TakTH9HI IPUHOME ZOIUTY IiJ 9ac JOCYZOBOTO PO3CIiZAYBAaHHSI B CYyZOBOMY 3a-
CiJaHHI CIIJYUM CYyZAJel0: KPUMiHAJMICTHUYHA Ta IICUXOJIOrYHA XapaKTepUCTUuKU. Tam camo.
2023. Ne 2 (33). C. 71—78. DOI: 10.33270/03233302.71 (date accessed: 12.02.2026).
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mount importance for military proceed-
ings. Yu. Chornous and Yu. Vasiuta single
out psychological and organisational-tac-
tical features associated with the activi-
ties of joint investigative teams, and also
explore a range of issues of forensic sup-
port for investigations and prosecution of
war crimes by the International Criminal
Court, etc. .

At the same time, notwithstanding the
availability of these studies, a majority of
scientific papers focus either on general
issues of organising war crimes investi-
gations or on tactics for conducting spe-
cific investigative (search) actions (pre-
dominately interrogations). On the other
hand, tactical and forensic principles of
cooperation between the investigator and
the victim as a systematic process within
war crimes proceedings are almost entire-
ly overlooked. This necessitates the need
for further research into this aspect, with
a focus on identifying typical situations
of such cooperation, on defining tactical
tasks of the investigator, and on formulat-
ing practice-oriented recommendations
relevant to military conditions, the num-
ber of victims, and their requests.

Main Content
Presentation

Utilizing a victim-centered approach in the
investigation of war crimes plays a pivotal
role in studying this category of criminal
offenses. The significance of this approach
is primarily due to the specific nature of
criminal offenses themselves, which are

committed in the context of armed conflict
and are manifested in a set of complex,
systemic, and often long-lasting conse-
quences. Victims in such proceedings are
often not only victims of specific criminal
acts, but also persons who simultaneous-
ly endure a range of social, material and
psychological hardships. These encom-
pass the loss of housing and/or property,
the death and/or disappearance of beloved
ones, forced displacement, experiences of
occupation, torture and/or sexual abuse,
significantly affecting their psychological
and emotional state and ability to cooper-
ate with criminal justice authorities. For
this reason, victims of war crimes should
be regarded as a particularly vulnerable
category of participants in criminal pro-
ceedings, requiring increased attention
from investigators and other participants
in investigation.

Employing a victim-centered ap-
proach involves providing such persons
with all-encompassing aid and taking ex-
tensive measures to assess their needs.
This entails more than just ensuring pro-
cedural safeguards and restoring violated
rights, including the right to safety, life,
and health; it also involves taking into ac-
count a broader range of needs, including
psychological, informational, social, and
other ones. This approach helps foster
public trust in law enforcement agencies,
reduce the risk of re-traumatising victims,
and improve a proof procedure, as victims
are frequently the main sources of evi-
dence when it comes to circumstances of
war crimes.

18 Yopuoyc 0. M. AxTyanpHi NHUTaHHSI KPUMIHAJIICTHYHOTO 3a0e3ledeHHs pO3CIiZyBaH-
Hs Ta CyzZoBOro posrisgy MixuapogHuMm KpuminanbHuM CyZoM CIIpaB IIPO BOEHHI 3JI0-
YUHU. AKMYAAbHi NMUMAHHSL KPUMIHAAICMUKU ma cydo8ol ekcnepmu3su : MaT-JId MDKBiZOM.
HayK.-ipakT. koH®. (Kuis, 30.11.2023). Kuis, 2023. C. 45—49. URI: https://elar.navs.edu.ua/
handle/123456789/27081 (date accessed: 12.02.2026) ; Yopuoyc 0. M., Baciora 0. B. Ilcuxo-
JIOTiYHA 1 opraHizalifiHO-TaKTUYHA XapaKTePUCTUKA JiAJIbHOCTI CIIJIBHUX CIIAYNX MPYII ITiJ
yac po3cilifyBaHHS KPUMiHAIbHUX IIpaBonopyiieHs. FOpuduuna ncuxonoeig. 2022. Ne 2 (31).
C.113—121. DOI: 10.33270/03223102.113 (date accessed: 12.02.2026).
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We believe that any communication
with victims during war crimes investiga-
tions should not be viewed as a one-sided
process of obtaining information. Such
communication should be interactive, in-
volving active participation by both sides,
mutual agreement and a focus on achiev-
ing a legal outcome.

By using the cooperation term, it is im-
portant to emphasize that the investigator
and the victim not only fulfil formal pro-
cedural roles as subject of investigation and
source of evidence, but are participants in
a joint process of ascertaining objective
truth and restoring justice. The prosecu-
tion has an interest in a complete, compre-
hensive and objective investigation of war
crime circumstances, in the collection of
relevant and admissible evidence, and in
bringing those responsible to justice. Sim-
ilarly, it is in the victim’s interest to restore
violated rights, foster a sense of security,
secure recognition and compensation for
the harm caused to him/her, and reach
a fair decision.

In cases involving war crimes, these
shared interests are fundamental, as such
crimes are inextricably linked to gross vio-
lations of both Ukrainian national legisla-
tion and international humanitarian law.
Investigators, who represent state author-
ities and, therefore, the State itself, must
prioritize their efforts towards restoring
national security and maintaining public
safety and order. That is why their coop-
eration with victims must stem from the
principles of trust, respect, transparency,
and awareness. The investigator must do
more than just initiate procedural actions;
they are expected to ensure that the vic-
tim’s rights, the procedure for exercising
those rights, and prospects for criminal
proceedings are properly explained. In-
vestigators must be mindful of the vic-
tim’s psychological and emotional state
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and potential risks of re-traumatisation.
Communication between the prosecution
and the victim and his/her representa-
tives during investigations of war crimes
is transformed into a tactically structured
engagement that is strategically important
for achieving objectives of criminal pro-
ceedings. We deem it expedient to outline
essential aspects of tactical and forensic
support for cooperation between investi-
gators and victims of war crimes. They are
listed below.

1. Planning investigation and indivi-
dual procedural measures. Of fundamental
importance is the fact that cooperation
with victims during war crimes investi-
gations is often hampered by objective
circumstances directly affecting the pos-
sibility of interaction (cooperation) during
investigations. Such obstacles are primar-
ily due to the specific nature of conse-
quences resulting from armed aggression,
in which victims experience physical, psy-
chological, or social vulnerability.

One of the reasons for this complicat-
ed interaction is the physical condition of
a victim. Injuries, long-term treatment,
limited mobility, or other consequences of
military action may hinder a person’s time-
ly participation in investigative (search)
actions or seriously affect his/her ability
to fully perceive and reproduce informa-
tion. In these circumstances, the investiga-
tor has to tailor investigative tactics to the
needs of the individual. This might include
taking into account the victim's medical
condition, endurance, and the individual’s
need for medical or psychological support.

Another important factor is the loca-
tion of victims outside Ukraine. This has
become a widespread phenomenon fol-
lowing the forced migration of civilians.
Consequently, additional organisational
and tactical difficulties arise, including
limited opportunities for direct contact,
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challenges in safeguarding procedural
guarantees, and the need for internation-
al legal assistance or remote forms of co-
operation. In this regard, tactical support
must ensure that time, technical and legal
constraints are taken into account, as well
as facilitate communication, directly af-
fecting the completeness and credibility
of obtained testimonies.

At the same time, these circumstanc-
es highlight the importance of tactical
planning. The investigator must not only
choose the optimal method for conduct-
ing procedural actions, but also anticipate
possible obstacles linked to the condition
of a victim or his/her location, and deter-
mine alternative models of cooperation in
advance. Such planning minimises the risk
of re-traumatising the victim and supports
a proof procedure even when it is impos-
sible to have full access to participants in
proceedings.

Therefore, the complexity of coop-
erating with victims in war crimes cases
is due to a number of physical, territorial
and procedural factors requiring flexible
application of tactical techniques and an
individualised approach to each situation.
This applies primarily to the combination
of procedural mechanisms with forensic
recommendations aimed at ensuring the
safety, dignity and procedural rights of the
victim.

2. Adequate scientific and technical
support for investigative (search) and oth-
er procedural actions involving victims. Al-
though technical and forensic support is
usually defined as a separate area, we be-
lieve it is appropriate to consider it within
the scope of the issue under study, as it has
a significant impact on the effectiveness of
investigative (search) actions, tactical op-
erations and combinations.

The specific nature of investigating
war crimes necessitates the active use of
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digital technologies. This is because much
of the information relevant to the subject
of proof is available electronically or is ob-
tained from open sources. During inves-
tigative (search) actions involving the vic-
tim—e.g., during inspection, examination
of computer data or criminal analysis, spe-
cifically analysis of materials from open
sources (Open source intelligence, OSINT)—
it may be expedient to identify persons
involved in commission of war crimes. In
the aforementioned scenarios, the victim
is engaged in reviewing photos and videos,
data from social networks, messages in
messaging apps, media archives or other
digital resources, which requires special-
ised equipment and software.

Scientific and technical support in this
regard primarily involves use of modern
computer systems for processing large
arrays of information, adoption of digital
visualisation tools, frame-by-frame vid-
eo analysis software, and image magnifi-
cation and stabilisation systems. Secure
digital platforms are becoming increas-
ingly valuable, enabling victims to view
materials without the risk of data loss or
distortion and ensuring that identification
results or other actions are properly re-
corded for procedural purposes.

Furthermore, technical means not just
help to secure evidence, but also enable
organisational and tactical functions to
be implemented. Multimedia equipment,
remote communication systems, and vid-
eo conferencing help conduct investiga-
tive (search) actions with victims who are
outside Ukraine or cannot physically ap-
pear before the pre-trial investigation au-
thority. This is especially relevant for war
crimes where victims are often internally
displaced persons or forced migrants.

Utilization of scientific and technical
means also contributes to the impartiali-
ty of the perception and reproduction of
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information by victims. High-quality visu-
alization, 3D modelling, or digital recon-
struction of events help to more accurately
reconstruct crime circumstances, facili-
tate the identification process, and reduce
the cognitive load on victims.

Further evidence of the significance of
scientific and technical support is the use
of video recording during investigative
(search) actions involving the victim. Vid-
eo recording provides not only a complete
and objective record of the procedural ac-
tion, but also helps to create an additional
source of evidence that may have inde-
pendent evidentiary value in subsequent
criminal proceedings.

High-quality audio and video record-
ing of the victim’s testimony contributes
to preserving his/her first-hand percep-
tion of events, emotional state, specific
responses to external stimuli, and the se-
quence of events, which is essential for
assessing credibility of testimonies. In
cases involving war crimes, where victims
are frequently in a state of psychological
trauma or reside outside Ukraine, video
recording helps reduce the need for re-
peated contact with the criminal justice
system and minimises the likelihood of
re-traumatisation.

Additionally, an adequately recorded
video testimony of the victim can be used
during trials as additional or alternative
evidence, thereby obviating the necessity
for repeated interrogation of the victim in
court under certain circumstances. There-
fore, video recording shall be considered
an important component of scientific and
technical support for investigative (search)
actions, enhancing a proof procedure, op-
timisation of procedural procedures, and
implementation of a victim-centered ap-
proach during war crimes investigations.

3. Psychological component of coo-
peration. Since tactics is deeply rooted in
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psychology, we propose that a separate
component of tactical and forensic sup-
port for the investigation of war crimes
should be the psychological component of
cooperation between the investigator and
the victim, with the involvement of a me-
diator who possesses specific expertise in
the field of psychology. The specific na-
ture of consequences of wartime crimes
necessitates this approach, as a significant
proportion of victims experience severe
traumatic events related to the loss of be-
loved ones, captivity, torture, sexual abuse
or prolonged exposure to life-threatening
situations. In these instances, direct com-
munication between the investigator and
the victim may be impeded by psycholog-
ical barriers, fear of reliving the traumatic
experience, or symptoms of post-traumat-
ic stress disorder (PTSD).

Involvement of a psychologist as a me-
diator allows cultivating a safe communi-
cation environment in which the victim
enjoys support during participation in
procedural actions, and the investigator
is able to obtain exhaustive and accurate
information without the risk of causing
additional psychological harm to a per-
son. The psychologist may perform a va-
riety of key roles: preliminarily assess the
emotional state of the victim, determine
optimal format for communication, adapt
the investigator’s questions to a person’s
psycho-emotional state, and accompany
him/her during interrogation or other in-
vestigative (search) actions.

Tactical importance of such coopera-
tion is that the psychologist helps reduce
the victim’s stress and anxiety levels, helps
avoid re-traumatisation, and enhances
reliability of obtained testimonies. This
bears particular relevance when working
with children and individuals who have
been sexually abused, or victims who
display signs of psychological instability.
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With the involvement of a specialist, the
investigator can more accurately deter-
mine the limits of acceptable psychologi-
cal stress, select the appropriate duration
of procedural actions, and promptly iden-
tify signs of mental exhaustion in the in-
dividual.

Furthermore, involving a psychologist
as a bearer of specific expertise aligns with
current approaches to victim-centered jus-
tice, where the priority is both obtaining
evidence and ensuring respect for human
dignity and rights. This approach helps to
foster the victim’s trust in the criminal jus-
tice system, thereby cultivating the indi-
vidual’s willingness to cooperate with the
investigation.

Therefore, cooperation between the
investigator and the victim, mediated
by a psychologist, is an essential compo-
nent of tactical and forensic support for
war crimes investigations. It brings pro-
cedural tasks and specific expertise toge-
ther, ensuring a balance between effective
proving and the need to protect the mental
well-being of victims in criminal procee-
dings.

4. Utilization of tactical techniques
while adhering to the principles of individ-
ualization and situational nature. Tacti-
cal support is always viewed through the
prism of appropriate means, and the vic-
tim’s interaction depends on their appli-
cation. We are of the opinion that imple-
mentation of tactical approaches during
war crimes investigations should stem
from the principles of individualisation
and situational nature, as universal mod-
els of behaviour are not effective enough
in cases of this category. Victims are often
in different headspaces and physical con-
ditions, and they are not all ready to work
with the pre-trial investigation authorities.
What is more, circumstances of their trau-
matic experiences can vary considerably.
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In this respect, the investigator should
think outside the box when choosing tac-
tical approaches, taking into account the
specific investigative situation, personal
characteristics of a victim, and circum-
stances under which a specific procedural
action is being conducted.

One of the main areas of adopting this
approach is tactical techniques aimed
at actualising and restoring forgotten or
fragmentarily preserved material. Victims
of war crimes typically experience psy-
chological repression, fragmented mem-
ories, and have significant memory gaps
regarding events. All of the above can be
attributed to the traumatic impact of cir-
cumstances they have experienced. Un-
der such conditions, direct questions may
not yield complete testimony or may even
cause additional emotional distress. That
is why tactical techniques are designed to
gently stimulate the process of recall using
neutral associative questions, clarifying
the context of events, recreating the se-
quence of actions, and focusing attention
on a situation, details of the environment,
and audio or visual elements that accom-
panied an event.

It is of particular importance to create
a favourable communicative atmosphere
in which the victim does not feel pressured
or compelled to provide exhaustive infor-
mation immediately. The investigator may
use techniques to reconstruct the chronol-
ogy of events, return to specific episodes
after a pause, and use visual materials or
digital reconstruction tools to help acti-
vate memory.

Individualization of tactical approach-
es also involves accounting for cultural,
linguistic, and social traits of the victim,
especially when it comes to persons re-
siding abroad or who have experienced
forced displacement. A situational ap-
proach also allows investigators to adapt
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their tactics depending on the dynamics
of proceedings, changes in the victim’s
emotional state, or the availability of new
information.

5. Interaction based on awareness of
one’s rights, prospects of a case, and existing
procedural risk. Another important compo-
nent of tactical cooperation with victims of
war crimes is comprehensive consideration
of their needs and prompt assessment of
procedural risks that may take place during
the pre-trial investigation stage. In these
types of cases, victims often face uncer-
tainty and wait for a fair decision for quite
along time, so transparency of information
and predictability of the prosecution’s ac-
tions are especially important.

Tactical cooperation in this context
entails more than just obtaining evidence;
it also involves helping the victim develop
a realistic understanding of the procedur-
al prospects of proceedings. The victim
should be mindful of possible outcomes of
pre-trial investigation, approximate time
frame, and potential challenges involving
evidence collection, international legal
procedures, or identification of persons
responsible for a crime. Such awareness
reduces anxiety, prevents excessive expec-
tations, and minimizes the risk of losing
trust in the criminal justice system.

At the same time, integrated assess-
ment of the victim’s needs involves defin-
ing the victim’s procedural status as well
as his/her individual social, psychological
and safety requests. The investigator must
bear in mind possible risks of re-traumati-
sation, the threat of influence from third
parties, the victim’s vulnerability to infor-
mation, or challenges associated with the
place of residence/stay. In light of these
circumstances, it is crucial to elaborate
on protection mechanisms, procedural
rights, and accessibility to psychological
and/or legal assistance.
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Identifying procedural risks also
serves a preventive function. By explain-
ing to the victim plausible scenarios for
proceedings, the investigator fosters
a more stable model of collaboration,
thereby promoting stable communica-
tion throughout the investigation. This
involves providing honest information
about procedure timelines, complexities
of international cooperation, a possibility
of proceedings in absentia, or prospects
of transferring materials to international
forensic institutions.

Therefore, comprehensively taking
into account the victim’s needs and de-
termining procedural risks are essential
components of tactical cooperation, com-
bining procedural efficiency with the hu-
manitarian component of criminal pro-
ceedings. These contribute to building
trust in the investigation, maintaining the
victim’s psychological stability, and ensur-
ing more consistent and effective collab-
oration between participants in proceed-
ings.

Conclusions

The full-scale Russian military aggression
has determined the current vectors of
activity of Ukraine’s criminal justice au-
thorities. First and foremost, this involves
countering war crimes. This means that
cooperation between the investigator and
the victim not just has procedural value,
but also a clear social and psychological
dimension, since it affects victims’ sense
of safety, their trust in the State, and their
willingness to cooperate with the investi-
gation.

The tactics of cooperation between the
investigator and the victim in war crimes
cases should be viewed as interaction ra-
ther than unilateral information gather-
ing. Its strategic value lies in balancing the
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victim’s interests (recognition of harm,
restoration of rights, safety, justice) and
those of the prosecution (exhaustiveness
of testimonies, relevance and admissibil-
ity of evidence, bringing perpetrators to
justice). When organized with tactical rig-
or, such cooperation enhances the quality
of evidentiary basis and ensures the sus-
tainability of procedural cooperation.
Therefore, we recommend highlight-
ing the following foundational pillars of
tactical and forensic support for cooper-
ation between investigators and victims
in proceedings concerning war crimes:
1) tactical planning of investigations and
procedural measures, taking into account
the victim’s physical condition, location
(particularly if abroad), safety and time
constraints; 2) adequate scientific and
technical support for investigative (search)
and other procedural actions (work with
digital sources and OSINT, visualizations,
remote participation, video recording),
increasing the accuracy of the recon-
struction of events, ensuring high-quality
recording of evidence, and minimizing
repeated contact with the victim; 3) the
psychological component of cooperation
that presupposes the use of specific exper-
tise (a psychologist as a mediator), foster-
ing a safe communicatory environment,
reducing the risk of re-traumatisation,
and increasing the credibility of informa-
tion obtained; 4) application of tactical
techniques in line with the principles of
individualization and situational nature
(in particular, techniques designed to re-
fresh and elicit fragmented or repressed
memories: contextualization of events, as-
sociative cues, step-by-step restatement of
chronology, visual stimuli and digital re-
constructions); all these methods are crit-
ically important in situations of traumatic
experience; 5) ensuring that the victim is
aware of his/her rights, approximate time-

lines, possible outcomes, and procedural
risks, which plays a preventive role, stabi-
lizes expectations, and maintains trust in
the investigation.

Practical significance of the obtained
findings is the potential to use the for-
mulated provisions as a starting point for
developing a typology of tactical situa-
tions for cooperation with victims in war
crimes cases, as well as the foundation for
creating communication algorithms and
involving specialists (psychologists) in
procedural actions, for improving depart-
mental standards concerning war crimes
investigations, for working with digital
materials and preparing training modules
for investigators on tactics for working
with victims’ traumatic memories and mi-
nimising their re-traumatisation.

Prospects for further research lie in the
meticulous study of tactical techniques in
conducting investigative (search) actions,
in which victims, witnesses, and suspects
are invited to participate.

TaKTUYHI 3aCaaH B3a€EMO/Iii
CJIiZIY0T0 TA MOTEPIiIOro
Ii/] 9ac pPo3CJIiAyBaHHSI BOEHHUX 3/I0YHHIB

Anacmacia Byiima

Mema cmammi — poskpumu 0co6AUBOCTIL
MAKMUKO-KPUMIHAAICMUYHO020 3abe3reyeH-
H PO3CAI0Y8AHHA B0EHHUX 3104 UHI8 8 ACTeK-
mi 83aemodii caid4ozo ti nomepninoeo nid wac
npoeedeH s CAIOULX (POSULYKOBUX) MA THULUX
npoyecyanvHux Oiil, 6U3HAYUMU OCHOBHL
CKAAOHUKU MaKoi 83aemMo0ii i IXHE 3HAUEHHS
014 nidsuuyeHHs epekmueHocmi JoKa3yeaH-
HS 3 YpAXy8aHHAM NPUHUUNIE NOMEPniio
opienmoganozo nidxody. Jas docseHeHHs no-
CMAB/1eHOL MemiL 3dCMOCO8AHO KOMNLAEKC 3d-
2ANbHOHAYKOBUX (AHANI3 | CUHMe3, THOYKYIL
i Jedykyis) ma cneyiaavHux (diarekmuuHuil,
CUCTNEMHO-CMpPYKMYpHULL,  PopmansHo-10-
puduunuil, nNOpieHAALHUL, Y3aed/bHeHHs)
Memodie Hayko802o nisHanHs. ObspyHmosa-
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HO, Wo edpexmugHa 83aemodis caiduozo 3 no-
Mmepniaum y KpUMIHAALHUX NPOBAOHCEHHSIX
114000 BOEHHUX 3104UHI8 € He AulLe 0608’23
KOB010 8UMO2010 NPOBADHEHHS KPUMIHANALHOL
npoyecyanvHoi JisavHocmi, a il 8AMAUBUM
eeMenmomM MakmMuKo-KpUMIHAALCMUYHO20
3abesnevenHs po3cAi0Y8aAHHS, AKUIL 6nAu-
8a€ HA TMOBHOMY 6CMAHO8AEHH 00CMABUH
nodii, docmogipHicme 0okasie 1 eu3Hauac
pigeHv dosipu Jdo Opeani8 KpUMIHAALHOL
tocmuyii. JJosedeno, wo cneyudika 60€HHUX
3/104UHIB 3YMOBAIOE HeOOXIOHICMb  ypaxy-
8aHHA (Pi3UUHOL, NCUXOA0IUHOL MA COYLANb-
HOL 8pa3Aue0cmi NOmMepniiux, ckAadHoCmi
MIHCHAPOOHO020 KOMNOHEHMA PO3CAI0Y8AHHS
i mpuganocmi KpuMIiHAABHO20 NPOBAONHCEH-
HA. BusHnaueno ocHO8HI cKAAOHUKU makmu-
KO-KpUMIHAAICMUYHO20 3a0e3nedeHHs 83de-
MO0ii caidu020 3 nomepniAuM: makmuuHe
NAAHY8AHHA NpoyecyasvHux Oill 3 ypaxy-
BAHHAM 00’€KMUBHUX 0OMeXteHb; HAAeNHCHe
HAYKOBO-MexHIuHe 3abe3neueHns, 8KAIOUHO
i3 3aCMOCY8aAHHAM UUDPOBUX MeXHOA02lL
i 8ideoikcauii; NCUX0N02IYHULL KOMIOHEHM
83a€MO0il 13 3aNY1UeHHAM CNeylasicma-ncu-
X0/102d; 3ACTMOCYBAHHA MAKMUYHUX NpPUli-
omie Ha 3acadax iHdugidyanizayii ma
cumyamugHocmi; 3abe3neueHHs NOIHPOpmo-
8AHOCMI NOMEPNIALX NPO NPOUECYAAbHI Npa-
8a, nepcnekmugu nposadiuceHHs i MOHCAUBL
pusuxu. JJosedeHo, w0 3acmocy8anHs iH0ugi-
Jdyanizo8anux MmMakmuuyHux nputiomie i cy-
YACHUX MEXHIYHUX 3ac0018 CNpuse MIHIMI-
3ayii pusuxky nNOBMOPHOL MpasmMamudayii
nomepniaux, niduuLye AKicmov KOMYHIKAULL
ma egexmugHicme OMpUMAHHA 00KA30801
ingopmayii. Ocobaugy ysazy npudineno poai
NCUX010214HOL nidmpumku il inpopmayiiinoi
npo3opocmi 9K YUHHUKIE POPMYSAHHA cma-
0i/1bHOL Cnignpayi MiH NOMepniAuM i Cmo-
pOHOI0 068uHy8aueHHs. 3000ymi pe3yavma-
mi noeaubA00Ms HAYKOSL YSAEAEHHS Npo
MAKMUKO-KPUMIHAAICMUYHT 3dcadll po3CAi-
JYB8AHHS BOEHHUX 3104UHI8 MA CMEOPIOIONb
niorpynms 0as po3pobrieHHs NPAKMUYHUX
pekomeHOauyiii 3 onmumizayii 83acmoodii
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cniduozo 1l nomepninoeo, YOOCKOHA/EHHS
MemoOduKu po3caidy8anHs ma nideuleHHs
epexmusHOCMI pedizayii nomepniso oOpieH-
1M08aH020 Ni0x00y 8 KPUMIHANLHOMY NPOBAD-
HCeHHI.

Karouoei caosa: 6ocHHUIL 3/104UH; 61ll-
CbKoBa daepecis; CMOPOHA 008UHYBAUEHHA;
83a€mo0is; CAiduull; nomepniauil;, 3axucm
npas i inmepecie; caidua (posutykoga) 0id;
Makmu4HUil npuiiom.
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