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This article purpose is to identify, systematize and substantiate
questions raised in the resolution on appointment of forensic vet-
erinary examination of a live animal, and to demonstrate their
significance for forensic expert’s and court conclusion. For achiev-
ing this goal, general scientific and special scientific methods were
used, in particular analysis, synthesis, analogy, formal-logical one,
logical-grammatical one, logical-legal, system-structural one, ab-
straction, modeling, and forecasting. The range of questions that
can be posed to a forensic veterinary expert when ordering an ex-
amination for offenses committed against the health and life of
animals is outlined. All questions are conditionally combined into
three groups: 1) identification of distinguishing features and phys-
iological specifics of live animal; 2) determining the fact of injury
(mechanism, prescription and independence (independence) of for-
mation, consequences for the animal’s health, severity, mutilation,
type of traumatic instrument, etc.); 3) clarifying the cause-and-ef-
fect relationship between the bodily injuries inflicted on the animal
and its health disorder; determining traces that indicate its torture,
infliction of physical pain and suffering, period of the animal’s loss
of general economic or special use or full-fledged existence in the en-
vironment of a wild or homeless animal, as well as the impact on its
health and life of actions related to prolonged deprivation of heat,
food, drink and/or keeping it in harmful conditions. Praxeological
significance of the research results lies in the fact that a system of
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scientifically based and logically systematized questions has been
proposed that can be asked to forensic expert and to which the most
complete and well-reasoned answers can be obtained in the optimal

time frame.

Keywords: forensic veterinary examination; investigator reso-
lution; decision of examining magistrate; court decision; question;
live animal; pre-trial investigation.

Research Problem Formulation

The need to establish factual data, circum-
stances of committing offenses against
health and life of animals requires specific
expertise involvement, which procedural
form is a forensic veterinary examination
(hereinafter referred to as FVE) !, with the
help of which identification, diagnostic,
situational tasks are solved, and the results
are reflected in the expert opinion, which
is evidence in court 2. FVE results can help
determine the composition of the offense,
its object, time, place and mechanism of
the event, as well as instrument and per-
son of the offender.

Totality of circumstances and factual
data of criminal proceeding (case) relat-
ed to bodily injuries inflicted on animal
is FVE 3 subject. The author of this article
has already outlined a range of questions
that can be asked to forensic expert in the
case of examining animal corpses * or poi-
soned animals °, however, up today, the
questions that can be asked to a forensic
expert in the case of appointing FVE of
live animals remain unorganized and un-
founded. Thereby development, system-
atization and substantiation of such ques-
tions is relevant, has both theoretical and
practical significance in law enforcement
activities and FVE.

1

McEwen B. J., Gerdin J. Veterinary Forensic Pathology: Drowning and Bodies Recovered From
Water. Veterinary Pathology. 2016. Vol. 53 (5). Pp. 1049—1056. DOI: 10.1177/0300985815625757
(date accessed: 20.05.2025).

Auenxo I. B. 3aBfaHHA CyZOBO-BETepPUHAPHOI eKCIIEPTU3U: TEOPEeTHUYHI M IIpaKCceoIoriuHi
npobyieMu Ta IUIAXY IX BupimeHHsA. Popym npasa. 2023. Bum. 74 (1). C. 68—89. DOI: 10.5281/
zenodo.7319900 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Yatsenko I. Problems of concluding an expert
opinion based on the results of a forensic veterinary examination of a live animal and ways
to solve them. Law. Human. Environment. 2022. Vol. 13. No. 4. Pp. 71—88. DOI: 10.31548/

Aunenxol. B.IIpeaMeT cyZ0BO-BeTepHHAPHOI eKCIIEPTHU3U Ta HOT0 3HAYEHHSI BTeOpiii MpaKTHUIli
cyzoBoi excniepTusu. Haykosuil gicHuk Yaceopodcvkoeo Hayionanvhozo yHieepcumemy. Cepis
IIpaso. 2022. Bum. 73. Y. 2. C. 154—173. DOI: 10.24144/2307-3322.2022.73.55 (date accessed:

Anenxo L. B., ITapunoscbkuii O. 1., Komomoens JI. K. O6rpyHTYBaHHS IIUTaHb, IO CTABIATHCS
B YXBaJIi CyZly Ta IIOCTAHOBI CJIiYOr0 IpU IIPU3HAYEHHI CYZ0BO-BeTEPUHAPHOI €KCIIePTU3U
Tpyna TBapMHU 3 03HaKaMU HAaCHUJIbHUIIBKOI CMEPTI BiJl >)KOPCTOKOTO IIOBOZXKEHH:. Bemepu-
HApis, MeXHoA02ll meapuHHUYmea ma npupodokopucmysauns. 2019. Ne 4. C. 184—197. DOI:

2
1aw2022.04.008 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
3
20.05.2025).
4
10.31890/vttp.2019.04.34 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
S5

fInenko I. B. OOrpyHTYBaHHS NMUTaHb y IIPOIECYAJbHOMY JOKYMEHTI IIPO IIPU3HAYEHHS
KOMILTIEKCHOI CyZI0BOI €KCIIEPTHU3H II0/I0 OTPYEHHS TBapUH. Teopis ma npakmuka cydoeoi exc-
nepmu3u i Kpuminaaicmuku. 2024. But. 4 (37). C. 39—61. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.4.2024.04 (date
accessed: 20.05.2025).
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Analysis of Essential Researches
and Publications

Bodily injuries of animals were studied
by ¢ Ukrainian and foreign scientists ’.

Currently, research papers lack sub-
stantiated questions that can be asked to
forensic expert in a procedural document
on FVE appointment for live animals that
argues for relevance and novelty of our
scientific research.

Article Purpose
Identify and justify the questions that can

be posed to forensic veterinary expert
in a resolution of an authorized person

a veterinary expert for live animals and
to show their praxeological significance
when drawing up expert conclusion.

Research
Methods

General scientific and special scientific
methods were applied, namely: analy-
sis, synthesis, analogy; formal-logical,
logical-grammatical, logical-legal, sys-
tem-structural, abstraction, modeling,
forecasting. The empirical basis of the
study was the analysis of expert conclu-
sions based on FVE results of on animal
cruelty (70), defects in the provision of vet-
erinary care (3), carried out during 2010-

or a court ruling on the appointment of 2025.

6 sAnenxo I. B., Kozauoxk B. B. IIpakTuKa CyZ0BO-BeTepUHAPHOI eKCIIepTH3H 32 YIIKOAKeHb TBa-
PUH TOCTPUMH IIpegMeTaMuU. Bichuk CyMcbkoeo HAyioHAAbHOZ0 azpapHozo YHisepcumemy. Cepis
«Bemepunapna meduyuna». 2024. Bum. 4 (67). C. 116—130. DOI: 10.32782/bsnau.vet.2024.4.17
(date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Kauieup H. C., KpaBuernko C. O., Imutpenko H. L., [leB’sT-
ko O. C., Kynunamu C. M., Jlesnetiayk O. II. Tokcukomoris, papMakosoris Ta Teparis TBapuH
3a OTPYEHHS aHTHKOATYISIHTUMU POJEHTUIIMAAMU: orsf. Scientific Progress & Innovations.
2025. Ne 28(1). C. 244—248. DOI: 10.31210/spi2025.28.01.38 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Ckpun-
ka M., Boiiko 10., 3aneka I. [lo maToreHe3y Ta maToMopdosorii TpaBMU CIITHHOTO MO3KY
KOJIIOYMM IIpeMEeTOM KOTa JOMAIIHBOrOo. AepapHuil gicHuk IIpuuwopromop’s. 2023. Ne 108.
C. 45—50. DOI: 10.37000/abbsl.2023.108.06 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; JlemitteBcbkuii B. Cy-
JIOBO-BETEPUHAPHA €KCIIepTH3a Tpya cobaky i3 03HaKaMU HACUIBHUIIBKOI CMepTi: OTJIsf
BUnagKy. Hayxosuil sicHuk JIb8i68cbk020 HAYIOHAALHO20 YHi8epcumeny gemepuHapHol meduyu-
Hu ma 6iomexnonoeiil imeni C. 3. Icuyvkozo. Cepis: Bemepunapni nayku. 2021. T. 23. Ne 103.
C. 136—140. DOI: 10.32718/nvlvet10318 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Bopucesud B. B., Kpy4u-
nenko O. B, ITepeziepa O. O. CyzoBo-BeTeprHapHe JOCi/KeHHs TPYIIiB cOOaK Ta KOTiB y BU-
rmajKax 3afyuieHHs pykamu. Scientific Progress & Innovations. 2024. Ne 27(2). C. 90—94. DOI:
10.31210/spi2024.27.02.15 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

7 Pefia J. A., Martinez M. A., Pefia E. Failure damage mechanical properties of thoracic and
abdominal porcine aorta layers and related constitutive modeling: phenomenological and mi-
crostructural approach. Biomechanics and Modeling in Mechanobiology. 2019. Vol. 18. Pp. 1709—
1730. DOI: 10.1007/s10237-019-01170-0 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Johnson K. A. Risks and
Outcomes of Equine Flat Bone Fractures. Veterinary and Comparative Orthopaedics and Trau-
matology. 2019. Vol. 32 (4). DOI: 10.1055/s-0039-1693467 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Butter-
worth S. J. Humeral unicondylar fractures in immature dogs treated using a bone screw and
Kirschner wire. Veterinary Record. 2022. Vol. 191. Is. 9. Pp. 355—394. DOI: 10.1002/vetr.2176
(date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Garcia-Pertierra S., Ryan J., Richardson J., Koterwas B., Keeble E.,
Eatwell K., Clements D. N. Presentation, treatment and outcome of long-bone fractures in
pet rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus). The Journal of Small Animal Practice. 2020. Vol. 61. Is. 1.
Pp. 46—50. DOI: 10.1111/jsap.13087 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
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Main Content Presentation

The questions that can be asked in the doc-
ument on FVE appointment can be condi-
tionally divided into three groups: 1) iden-
tifying the distinguishing features and
physiological characteristics of a living
animal; 2) determining the fact of injury
(in particular, the mechanism, prescrip-
tion and independence (independence) of
formation, consequences for the animal’s
health, severity degree, mutilation, type
of traumatic instrument); 3) clarifying the
cause-and-effect relationship between the
harm caused to the animal’s health and its
health disorder.

We consider it appropriate to sup-
plement clause 9.3 of section IX Forensic
veterinary examination of scientific and
methodological recommendations on the
preparation and appointment of forensic
examinations and forensic researches by
the following issues.

1. To which species and class does the
animal submitted for research belong?
Is the animal vertebrate? What are its
physiological specifics?

According to the Law of Ukraine: On the
Protection of Animals from Brutal Treat-
ment “animals are biological objects related
to fauna: agricultural, domestic, wild, includ-

ing domestic and wild poultry, fur, laborato-
1y, 200, circus” °. At the same time, Law of
Ukraine: On Veterinary Medicine stipu-
lates that “animals are all vertebrate and in-
vertebrate animals, that is, living beings that
are different from humans, but endowed with
sensitivity” 1°. Criminal and administrative
liability for offenses committed against
the health and life of animals is provid-
ed for in Article 299 of the Criminal Code
of Ukraine " and Article 89 of the Code of
Ukraine on Administrative Offenses (here-
inafter referred to as the Code of Adminis-
trative Offenses) %, however, exclusively with
regard to vertebrates, which include fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.

Thus, forensic expert in his conclusion
should note that a live examinee animal is
a vertebrate.

Physiological specifics of animals
are their special condition, in particular:
pregnancy; mutilation; inability to exist
independently (inability to fly for young
birds); genetic changes, severe organic
defects, diseases, signs of alimentary ca-
chexia, etc.

2. What is nature and localization of the
injuries found in the animal, as well as
the sequence (order) of their tasks?

According to FVE provisions, bodily inju-
ry (trauma) is damage caused to the health

8

10

11

12

HaykoBo-MeTOAWYHI peKOMeHZAIlii 3 INHUTaHb IIiATOTOBKM Ta IIPU3HAYEHHS CYJOBUX
€KCIIepTu3 Ta eKCIIePTHUX JOCIi/KeHb : 3aTB. Haka3. MiH'tocty Vkpainu Big 08.10.1998 p.
Ne 53/5 (3i 3miH. Ta gomos.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-98#Text (date ac-
cessed: 20.05.2025).

IIpo 3aXUCT TBApPUH BiJ JKOPCTOKOT'O IOBO/PKEHH : 3aKOH YKpaiHu Bif 21.02.2006 p. No 3447-
IV (3i 3miH. Ta sonos.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3447-15#Text (date accessed:
20.05.2025).

IIpo BeTepMHApHy MeAMIMHY : 3aKOH YKpaiHu Bij 04.02.2021 p. Ne 1206-IX (3i 3miH. Ta
pomos.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1206-204#Text (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
KpumiHanbHUH Kofeke VKpainu Big 05.04.2001 p. Ne 2341-I11 (3i 3miH. Ta fomos.). URL: https://
zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14#Text (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

Kozekc VkpaiHu mpo afMiHiCTpaTHUBHI IpaBomopylleHHS Bif 07.12.1984 p. Ne 8073-X (3i
3miH. Ta gomnos.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/80731-10#Text (date accessed:
20.05.2025).
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of an animal in the form of temporary or
permanent disorder, mutilation or death,
which is caused by the action of traumatic
factors of the external environment and
manifests itself in a violation of the ana-
tomical integrity and functions of tissues,
organs or parts of the animal’s body (Rules
for Forensic Veterinary Determination
of the Severity of Damage Caused to the
Health of an Animal; hereinafter referred
to as the Rules) .

According to nature, injuries are di-
vided into anatomical (abrasions, bruises,
wounds, dislocations and sprains of skeletal
ligaments, fractures and fissures of bones,
ruptures and tears of internal organs,
dismemberment of the body, kneading
(crushing) of organs) and functional (shock
from blows to the reflexogenic zones of the
body, physical pain, respiratory disorders
(mechanical asphyxia), concussion of the
brain and other organs, paresis and paraly-
sis, etc.). The description of bodily injuries
should be made qualitatively and fully ™.

Forensic expert should indicate the lo-
cation of injuries (localization) in certain ar-
eas of the body, their grouping or scattering.

The need to determine damage se-
quence to the animal arises if during the
forensic veterinary examination of animal
several injuries are detected on its body.

3. What is the mechanism for formation
of bodily injuries found in the animal?

The mechanism of injury is the way in
which the animal was injured. It depends
on the type of injury and the cause of its

occurrence. Therefore, depending on type
of action that caused the injury, the mech-
anism of injury can be direct (at the site
of direct action of the traumatic force:
bruise, tear, etc.) and indirect (remote in-
juries from the site of action of the trau-
matic factor).

Types of mechanisms of damage forma-
tion at the moment of contact of the surface
of the traumatic weapon with the animal’s
body are: impact, compression, stretching,
friction and/or their combination.

A blow with a blunt object is charac-
terized by bruised wounds, hemorrhages,
and compressed comminuted fractures;
a stretch is characterized by skin detach-
ment, lacerations, and detachment of
body parts; a compression is character-
ized by flattening of body parts, bone frac-
tures; a friction is characterized by abra-
sions (sometimes wounds); a combination
of mechanisms: a blow and a compression
cause hemorrhages; a blow and a friction
cause abrasions; a blow, compression, and
a stretch cause ruptures of the viscera. In-
juries caused by sharp objects cause: tis-
sue displacement (from sharp objects that
have no edges or from those with 6 or more
edges), tissue dissection (from cutting
and chopping objects), a combination of
displacement and dissection (from sharp
objects with 3-5 edges or sharp-cutting ob-
jects), a combination of displacement and
dissection with reciprocating action (from
sawing objects).

Correctly determined by forensic ex-
pert, the damage mechanism will allow
law enforcement agencies to focus on

13 Anenko 1. B., ITapmroscekuii O. I. IIpaBuia CyZ0BO-BeTEpUHAPHOTO BU3HAYEHHS CTYIIEHS TDK-
KOCTi IIKOZM, 3aIl0AisTHOI 3ZI0POB’T0 TBapMHU (MeTOAUYHI peKoMeHzarlii). Xapkis, 2022. 47 c.
14 fAuenko I., Kosauok B. ITopsA0K OMUCY VIIKOKeHb, 3alI0AITHUX TOCTPUMU IIpeMeTaMu, i
yac NMpoBeJleHHS CyA0BO-BeTepuHapHoOi ekcriepTusu / K. Antipova, H. Horban, O. Sieliukov,
C. Licong, et al. Directions for the development of science in the context of global transforma-
tions : Scientific monograph. Riga, 2025. Pp. 74—97. DOI: 10.30525/978-9934-26-562-4-5 (date

accessed: 20.05.2025).
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finding the weapon that has been dam-
aged under certain conditions and which
will become material evidence in criminal
proceedings.

4. What are consequences for the health
of the animal caused by each

of the injuries caused and what are

the cumulative consequences?

General consequence of a health disorder
directly related to the injury is: violation
of the functioning of the body and/or the
regime of the natural existence of the an-

imal, the loss of the general economic or
special ability of the domestic animal to
use it for useful purposes, the loss of a full-
fledged existence in environment of wild
or stray animal, the development of pain-
ful process in the body, a decrease in the
level of productivity.

The consequences of bodily injuries
are divided into fatal and non-fatal. The
latter, in turn, can lead to full recovery,
a painful condition, and disability, and by
duration in time, they can be stable (per-

(

Damage consequences

manent) and temporary (g.v. Fig. I).
Lethal ones j

Resistant ones

( —

Non-lethal ones

H Temporary ones ]

v

Y

'

) (

Recovery

Painful condition

Mutilation

:
) (

->[1ife—threatening condition at the time of the task

*(traumatic loss of organ or body part

{traumatic disfigurement of the exterior

*(traumatic abortion

*(duration of painful health disorder

— S

—>(short-term (no longer than 6 days)

—»(prolonged (more than 21 days)

->(loss of an animal's ability to perform useful work

S

—

hort-term (more than 6 days, but not longer
than 21 days)

—>(prolonged (more than 21 days)

Fig. 1. Consequences of animal bodily injury
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In order to answer the question, it is
necessary use the Rules *and Methods of
Forensic Veterinary Examination of Ani-
mals in order to establish their mutilation
(hereinafter referred to as the Methods) *°.

Reliable FVE statement of conse-
quences of an animal injury affects the
determination of the causal relationship
between the injury and the consequence,
as well as the nature, location, mecha-
nism, prescription and severity of the in-
jury, etc. Correctly defined consequences
of damage allow the pre-trial investigation
body or the court to correctly qualify the
offense and find out its signs.

5. What is severity of each injury?

The severity degree of bodily injuries
(hereinafter referred to as SDBI) is a com-
parative value that characterizes the size
(measure) of damage caused to the health
of the animal (the degree of violation of
the anatomical integrity or function of or-
gans, areas of the body formed as a result
of injury) . Significance of injuries in the
FVE aspect is that the animal is temporar-
ily or persistently impaired in the func-
tions of organs, systems of the body and/
or parts of the body, which limits its ability
to provide the main manifestations of vital
functions or disfigures its appearance due
to deformation, asymmetry of the body,
etc.

What is a SDBI - severe, moderate or
mild - is determined exclusively by the

forensic expert in accordance with the
Rules . Severe injuries are injuries that
are life-threatening at the time of their
occurrence; anatomical and/or physiolog-
ical loss of any organ or part of the body;
disfigurement of appearance; traumatic
abortion. Moderate injuries are charac-
terized by the absence of signs of severe
injury and at the same time a long-term
health disorder and loss of the ability to
perform useful work for 21 days or longer.
Mild injuries have transient consequences
without health disorders lasting no longer
than 6 days, short-term health disorders
and short-term loss of ability to perform
useful work for 6-21 days.

In addition, clause 5.38 of the Rules
provides for conditions under which SDBI
is not determined (in particular, in the
absence of clinical signs or insufficiency
of clinical, instrumental and laboratory
examination of the animal under exam-
ination; failure to submit the animal for
forensic veterinary research) *.

6. Did the injury cause injury

to the animal? If yes, please indicate
the type of injury and the degree

of disability of the animal.

The main pathognomonic signs of mutila-
tion of the animal: persistent loss of health
due to bodily injury or its consequences,
congenital malformations, disease, acci-
dent; persistent and complete or partial
anatomical and/or physiological loss of

15 Anenxo I. B., ITapunoscekuii O. 1. IIpaBuiia CyZ0BO-BeTEPHUHAPHOTO BU3HAYEHHS ... .

16 Anenxo L. B., [Tapunoscekuii O. 1., Kazaunes P. I. MeToguKa CyZ0BO-BeTEPUHAPHOTO JOCIi-
JDKEHHS TBapUH 3 MeTOIO BCTAaHOBJIEHHS IX KasinTsa. Xapkis, 2021. 50 c. PeecTp. ko 18.1.01 /
PeecTp MeTOAVK IPOBEJIeHHS CYZ0BUX eKcrepTus : BebcaiiT. URL: https://rmpse.minjust.gov.

ua/search (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

17 Snenko I. B. TeopeTHKO-THOCEOJIOTIYHA KOHCTPYKILiA PEeHOMEHY CTYIEeHS TSXKKOCTI IIKOH,
3aro/isHoI 3J0pOB’I0 TBApUHU, B CyZOBO-BETEpUHApHIN ekcrepTusi. Gopym npasa. 2023.
Ne 75 (2). C. 65—88. DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.7699531 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

18 fAuenko I. B., ITapunoscpkuii O. 1. IIpaBuia cyZ0BO-BeTePHUHAPHOTO BU3HAYEHH ... .

19 Tam camo.
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any organ or area of the body; significant
physiological limitations of life; disfigure-
ment of appearance . Forensic veterinary
determination of animal mutilation is car-
ried out in accordance with Methods ..
Sometimes it is impossible to determine
the animal’s disability. In this case, the fo-
rensic veterinary expert should argue the
reasons for this impossibility. In addition,
he submits a petition to the entity appoint-
ing FVE, in which he indicates what addi-
tional examinations need to be conducted
or what veterinary documents need to be
attached to successfully answer this ques-
tion, as well as the deadline for a repeated
or additional examination of the animal.
In accordance with Methods %, there
are three degrees of restriction of the ani-
mal’slife: the third isamoderate restriction
(persistent, moderate severity of function-
al disorders in the body with a partial loss
of the possibilities of full-fledged natural
life, when the animal does not need con-
stant external care and care); the second is
a pronounced restriction (pronounced se-
verity of functional disorders in the body
that significantly limit the animal’s life,

as well as require periodic care and care);
the first is a significantly pronounced re-
striction (persistent, significant severity of
functional disorders in the body, when the
animal needs constant external care and
care, and its life depends entirely on the
person who cares for).

Forensic expert characterizes the in-
jury, taking into account its classification,
and reflects this in the expert’s conclu-
sion. For example: from the materials of
the criminal proceedings, it is known that
the dog was thrown out of the fifth-floor
window. The animal survived. Diagnosis
during FVE: condition in the post-trau-
matic period; closed spinal injury with
contusion damage to the spinal cord and
lumbar and sacral spinal nerves; spinal
shock; partial paresis of the pelvic limbs
with preserved resistance; neurological
deficit of II-III degrees with slow incom-
plete recovery; degenerative changes in
the thoracolumbar spine; protrusions of
intervertebral discs in the thoracic and
lumbar spine; skin normotrophic scar in
the area of the left knee joint; atony of the
urinary bladder.

Description of signs of animal mutilation according to the Methods *

?)l;:’l;le)al\;zgt;i I:il; Description of injury

[.B.4 Partial functional disorder of the pelvic limbs

1.B.3 Partial bladder functional disorder

II.B.1 Acquired as a result of bodily injury (trauma)

II1. Non-lethal ones

IVE.1 Partial paresis of the pelvic limbs with preserved resistance, neurological defi-
o cit of II-III degree with slow incomplete recovery; atony of the urinary bladder

V.1, 8.3.4 Moderate disability of III degree

VIL.A.1 Caused by mechanical factors

20 Aunenxo I. B., ITapunoBcekuil O. I. KaminTBo TBapuH SK IIpeAMeT CyZ0BO-BeTepHUHAPHOI
eKcrepTusu. Aepapuuil sicHux IIpuuopromop’s. 2022. Ne 102—103. C. 71—86. DOI: 10.37000/

abbsl.2022.102.13 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

21 fuenxo L. B., [Tapunoscekuii O. 1., Kasauues P. I. 3asuau. TBip. URL: https://rmpse.minjust.

gov.ua/search (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
22 Tawm camo.
23 Tawm camo.
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3aseputernns mabauyi

VIIL.A Caused by combined trauma resulting from damage to the pelvic limbs
and urinary bladder
IX.A With partial restoration of the functions of the pelvic limbs and bladder

7. What is the prescription for formation
of injuries caused to the animal?

Determination of formation age of inju-
ries caused to the animal contributes to
clarifying the composition of the offense,
certain signs of the objective side of the
offense (in particular, the fact of causing
injuries in a certain period of time, the
prescription of their cause, tools of injury,
places and mechanism of commission),
and is also the basis for the development
by law enforcement officers of a version of
the offender’s identity.

Determination of formation age of in-
juries caused to the anima, due to the na-
ture of the injury itself.

Age of injury formation is affected by
their localization in the animal’s body, the
depth and size of the injury, the degree of
branching of blood and lymphatic vessels
in the injury area, the age and degree of
immune reactivity of the injured animal.

In forensic expert practice, the time
of damage is sometimes known from the
materials of criminal proceedings (cases).
In this case, the forensic expert, having
examined the characteristics of the dam-
age, confirms the fact of causing the dam-
age specified in the procedural document
on FVE For example: “Bodily injuries found
in the dog’s body could have formed under the
conditions and at the time specified in the in-
vestigator’s ruling dated (date), e.g. (date)”.
If it is impossible to find out the prescrip-
tion of the damage by macro- and micro-
scopic signs of damage due to any reasons,
the forensic expert notes this in his con-

clusion, explaining the reason for impos-
sibility.

8. Could the animal have sustained
bodily injury on its own, without outside
interference?

Most bodily injuries to an animal are
caused by humans or other animals. Oc-
casionally, it is possible to detect injuries
that occurred in animal without outside
intervention.

Independent formation of injuries
(self-harm) of the animal is possible
during overcoming obstacles, getting
into deep ditches, collision with vehicles,
self-suffocation with a chain (rope) on the
leash, special pathological conditions,
damage by electric current, etc.

In such cases, the pre-trial investi-
gation body or the court should find out
whether this injury or self-injury was in-
tentional, whether there was no self-inju-
ry due to the fault of the staff who served
animal.

In the case of investigation of an ani-
mal self-injury, it is important to examine
the scene as soon as possible with the di-
rect participation of a veterinary medicine
specialist and to conduct forensic veteri-
nary examination in a timely manner.

Forensic veterinary expert should ex-
amine injured animal as soon as possible
after the injury, preferably before provid-
ing veterinary care.

Forensic veterinary examination of
live animals is carried out in accordance
with the appropriate methods *.

24 fAuenxo 1. B., ITapunoscekuii O. I. MeTozAMKa CyZ0BO-BeTepUHAPHOTO JOCTIKeHHS *KUBOT ITiJ-
€KCIIepTHOI TBapUHU. XapKiB, 2022. 50 c. PeecTp. Koz 18.1.04 / PeecTp MeTOAVK IIPOBEIEHHSI CYZ0-
BUX ekcriepTus : BebcaiiT. URL: https://rmpse.minjust.gov.ua/search (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
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If the FVE is performed late after the
injury to the animal, it is necessary to de-
scribe the skin scars (exact location, shape,
dimensions, skin level, color and shades,
existence of pigmentation, density, mobil-
ity, connections with subordinate tissues,
possible impregnation by foreign parti-
cles, etc.) and carefully read the veterinary
documentation displays data on initial
state of the injuries.

Clarifying issue of intentional injury
or self-harm of an animal is important in
the aspect of legal liability: in case of self-
harm, no one is liable.

9. Is it possible to determine by the nature
of the injury to the animal what kind
of weapon it was inflicted? *

Clarifying the issue of the object (weapon)
with which the animal was injured is im-
portant for criminal proceedings. This can
be determined by nature and morphologi-
cal specifics of the injury.

Animal can be injured by blunt and/
or sharp objects, high-speed kinetic pro-
jectiles, flames, cold, ionizing radiation,
industrial or atmospheric electricity, etc.
Damage from hard objects with limited
surface can be seen completely or partially
on the contact surface of body tissues, pri-
marily on the skin and bones. This makes
it possible to determine the features of the
surface of the traumatic weapon by the
characteristic specifics of the injury.

In forensic examination, tools are ob-
jects with a special purpose, used in every-
day life, in production and in technology;
weapons are objects and means intended
for attack or protection; objects are objects

without a special purpose, which can be
used for protection or attack and poten-
tially cause damage (stones, a stick, etc.).

Specifics of the traumatic object dis-
play depends on its area, nature and size
of the surface (limited, large), nature of
the material (biological and non-biolog-
ical; metallic and non-metallic, artificial
and natural ones), physical and mechani-
cal properties (solid, brittle, elastic ones),
dynamic properties (with weak kinetic en-
ergy, medium or large), mass (heavy, light
ones), shape of the traumatic surface (tri-
angular, square, rectangular, round, oval
ones), angularity (two-, triangular, polyg-
onal ones), relief of the traumatic surface
(smooth, rough) and ribs.

For example, damage caused by vehi-
cles always shows signs of blunt force. Thus,
during a comprehensive forensic examina-
tion of an injured animal, the forensic sci-
entist and the tracing expert compare the
damage with the object, which is a possible
traumatic weapon. In this case, the question
of possibility or impossibility of causing
damage with a similar or this particular item
isresolved. If parts of animal or even human
tissue (skin epithelium, blood, muscle tis-
sue, etc.) are found on the subject, a forensic
molecular genetic examination can be pre-
scribed to identify the suspect.

10. Is there a cause-and-effect relationship
between the bodily injury inflicted

on animal under certain circumstances
and its health disorder?

Animal cruelty (Article 299 of the Crimi-
nal Code of Ukraine % and Article 89 of
the Code of Administrative Offenses ?’)

25 The answer to this question is provided by a comprehensive forensic veterinary tracing or

veterinary ballistic examination.

26 KpumiHajabHUU KoZeKC YKpaiHu ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14#Text

(date accessed: 20.05.2025).

27 Kogekc YkpaiHu IIpo aZMiHiCTpaTUBHI ITpaBonopyuieHH ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/
laws/show/80731-10#Text (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
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is an offense with a material composition,
that is, an offense is considered commit-
ted when the negative, socially dangerous
consequences of this offense occur.

During FVE, it is necessary to find out
whether the action of the traumatic factor
led to the injury of the animal.

If forensic expert discovers such a di-
rect cause-and-effect relationship, he
has every reason to provide a conclusion
in categorical form and indicate whether
the socially dangerous consequences were
the result of an unlawful act.

Determination of the cause-and-effect
relationship by forensic scientist is im-
portant, since it makes it possible to argue
for harm to health and life of the animal.

11. Are there any traces on the animal’s
body that indicate its torture,

causing it physical pain

and suffering?

Any injuries suffered by the animal leave
traces on its body (abrasions, hematomas,
wounds, fractures, dislocations, sprains,
tears, crushing, dismemberment, paresis,
paralysis, burns, etc.) and, accordingly,
cause it physical pain and suffering.

The concept of physical pain of an ani-
mal is not legally defined, although there
are scientific studies on this issue. Accord-
ing to the author of this work, physical pain
is a complex multifaceted process, which con-
sists in an unpleasant sensory (physical) and
emotional reaction caused by a violation of
the anatomical integrity of organs and tissues
of the body or a violation of their functions, as
well as in the suffering of the animal from the
physical impact on its body. Therefore, pain
causes both physical and psycho-emotion-
al suffering to animals.

Forensic expert defines physical pain
as a forensic evaluation sign, taking into

account the means of physical impact on
the animal, the nature, localization and
SDBI caused to animal, specifics of the
damaged area of the body, etc.

Note that in conclusions, forensic ex-
pert formulates only a veterinary assess-
ment of physical pain as a consequence of
damage in the process of a criminal act.
Based on the expert opinion, investigator
may qualify the offense as animal cruelty,
taking into account the nature of the vio-
lent influence, its duration and intensity,
taking into account the physiological pa-
rameters of the animal and the objective
offense circumstances.

12. Did the detected damage (if affected,
how) affect the period of loss of

a domestic animal of general

or special use or a full-fledged existence
in environment of a wild

or stray animal?

During post-traumatic rehabilitation, the
animal may lose the ability to perform
useful economic work, productivity. In
view of this, the owner of the injured an-
imal may demand material compensation
for the costs of diagnostic tests, medi-
cal and rehabilitation measures, etc., as
well as compensation for moral damage.
Only forensic expert can determine the
period of loss of an animal of general eco-
nomic or special use, taking into account
the nature and severity of the injuries
caused to.

In accordance with paragraph 1.19
of the Rules %, the duration of the disease
condition and the inability of the animal
to perform useful work may be tempo-
rary, with minor transient consequences
(not longer than 6 days); short-term (more
than 6 days, but not longer than 21 days)
and long-term (more than 21 days).

28 Anenko 1. B., ITapunoscbkuii O. 1. [TpaBusia CyZ0BoO-BeTepUHAPHOI'0 BU3HAYEHH ... .

83



Theory and Practice of Forensic Science and Criminalistics. 2025. Issue 3 (40)

ISSN 1993-0917

e-ISSN 2708-5171  https://khrife-journal.org/index.php/journal

13. Did the actions related to the
prolonged deprivation of the animal

of heat, feeding, drinking, as well as
keeping it in conditions harmful

to health and life, affect the state

of its health and life? If so, how exactly?

For determining impact of the above con-
ditions on the health of animal, forensic
expert conducts a clinical study using
technical and instrumental and laborato-
ry methods (in particular, finds out the live
weight and fattening of the animal).

In case of detection of bodily injuries
or signs of injury in an animal caused by
prolonged deprivation of the animal of
heat, feeding, drinking, as well as keeping
it in conditions harmful to health, the law
enforcement agency or the court will qual-
ify the offense committed against the life
of the animal as a crime under Article 299
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine ».

Conclusions

Typical questions have been developed,
systematized and substantiated, that
pre-trial investigation body or the court
can put to the forensic expert during the
conduct of live animals.

The proposed system of questions is
both an expert task and a test. The out-
lined range of factual data that can be as-
certained using FVE of live animals covers
the health and welfare of animals.

All  questions are conventionally
grouped into three groups: 1) identifica-
tion of the distinguishing features and
physiological characteristics of a living
animal; 2) determination of the fact of in-
jury (mechanism, prescription and inde-
pendence (dependence) of the formation,
consequences for the animal’s health,

severity, mutilation, type of traumatic in-
strument, etc.); 3) clarification of the cau-
sal relationship between the bodily inju-
ries inflicted on the animal and its health
disorder; identification of traces indicat-
ing its torture, infliction of physical pain
and suffering, the period of loss of the ani-
mal’s general economic or special use or
full-fledged existence in the environment
of a wild or homeless animal; as well as
the impact on its health and life of actions
related to the long-term deprivation of the
animal of heat, food, drink and/or keeping
it in harmful conditions.

This range of issues can be solved by
a comprehensive forensic examination
by integrating special knowledge from
various sciences (in particular, veterinary
medicine, animal biology, forensic ballis-
tics, forensic trace evidence analysis, etc.).

It is advisable to supplement clause 9.3
of section IX “Forensic veterinary exam-
ination” of scientific and methodological
recommendations on the preparation and
appointment of forensic examinations
and researches.

®opMy/TI0BaHHSA TA 00T PyHTYBaHHSI
NHUTaHb, IO CTABJIATD Y JOKYMEHTI
NMpo NpU3HAYeHHA
CyZI0BO-BeT€PUHAPHOI eKCIIePTU3H
’KUBUX TBapUH

Iean Auenxo

Mema cmammi — @uOKpemMumu, cucme-
mamuzyeamu il obspyHmMyeamu NumaHH4,
AKL CMABASAMb 8 NOCMAHOBL PO NPUHATEH-
HA CcY0080-6eMePUHAPHOL eKCTIepmU3LL JHCU-
601 meapuM, i noxkasamu ix 3HaueHHA 04
8UCHOBKY excnepma U cydy. Jas docseHeHHA
MeMmiL 3aCMOCO8AHO 3A2aAbHOHAYKOBL Td Che-
YlanAvHi HayKosl memodu, 30Kpema aHA/i3,
CUHMe3, ananoei, @QopMasbHO-A02THHUIL

29 KpuMmiHaJbHUU KoZeKC YKpaiHu ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14#Text

(date accessed: 20.05.2025).

84


https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14#Text

Ivan Yatsenko. Formulation and Justification of Questions Posed in Document on Appointment
of Forensic Veterinary Examination of Live Animals. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.3.2025.??

N102IKO-2paMamuyHull, /102iK0-10pududHULL
CUCTeMHO-CMPYKMYPHULl, abcmpazys8ans,
MO00eni08anHsl, NpoeHo3Y8aHHs. OKpecaeHo
KOO MUMAHb, SKL MOXMHA NOCMABUMU HA
po36’s3aHHts cydgemekcnepmosi nid wac npu-
3HAYeHHs eKCnepmu3u 3a NpagonopyuleHHs-
MU, CKOEHUMU Tpomu 300p06’s ma sHumms
meapun. Yci NumawHs YMOBHO 00°€0HaHO
6 mpu epynu: 1) 6UOKpeM/eHHS PO3Ni3HA-
BANBHUX 03HAK 1 (Pi3ion02iuHUX 0c00AUBOC-
mell %cU80l MEApUHU; 2) BUSHAYEHHS (QaKImy
YKOOHCeHHS (MexaHiamy, dagHocmi i camo-
cmitiHocmi (HecamocmiliHocmi) YmeopeHHs,
Hacaidkie 045 300po8’s MeapuMu, CmyneHs
msvcKoCcmi, Kaaiymed, eudy mpasmyeans-
HO20 3Hapadds mowo); 3) 3’acy8anHs npu-
4UHO0B0-HACAIOK08020 36°A3KY MIdNC 3a80AMU-
MU MBAPUHI MIAECHUMU YUIKOOHCEHHAMU
ii posnadom ii 300pos’s; 8usHaveHHs caidis,
Ki ceiduams npo ii KamysawHs, 3a80AHHS
il ¢pisuunozo 6oao i cmpaxcdanv, cmpoxy
empamu. MeapuHol 3aedAbH020CN00apCcLKO-
20 abo cneyianbHo20 BUKOPUCTAHHS YU T106-
HOUIHHO20 ICHY8AHHA @ 008KiAAL Oukoi abo
be3npumynvHoi meapuml, a Makoxc eniuey
Ha cman il 30opos’a i scumms 0ill, noe’s3a-
HUX 13 mpusasum no3basneHHAM mMmenad,
xapwyeanua, numms i/abo YympumanHam
y wkidaugux ymosax. IIpakceonoziuHe 3Ha-
ueHHS pe3yavmamig 00CAiONHceHHS Toadede
8 MoMY, W0 3anponoHOBAHO CUCTEMY HAY-
K080 00SPYHMOBAHUX | L02IHHO CUCTIEMATNU-
308aHUX MUMAMb, AKI MOMHA NOCMABUMU
CY0080MY eKCcepmosl Ui Ha AKI MOXCHA Om-
pumamu HatibinbUL NOBHL 1l Ap2yMeHMO8aAH]
8i0nosideil 8 ONMUMAALHUIL CTPOK.
Karouwosi caoea: cydogo-eemepunapHa
eKcnepmu3a; mocmaHosa CAi0H020; YXeand
caiduoeo cyddi; yxsana cydy; NUMAHHS, HUBA
meapuHa; docydose po3caidy8aHHs.
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