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Large-scale Russian invasion threatens quality of the education 
of forensic experts and the involvement of the most competent and 
dedicated personnel in expert work, who must have not only a high 
level of knowledge, but the skills and abilities of a forensic expert, 
be able to work professionally, constantly looking for new ways of 
self-development. The purpose of this article is to analyze the con-
cept meaning “research competence”, identify problematic issues 
regarding formation of the research competence of forensic experts, 
determine ways to overcome them, to outline the system elements 
of the research competence of forensic expert. General scientific and 
special scientific methods were used to achieve the goal. Importance 
of integration with European educational standards and the imple-
mentation of international experience of the best world practices in 
the use of educational technologies and programs that will contrib-
ute to increasing the level of professional training of Ukrainian fo-
rensic experts is emphasized. It is noted that experts well versed in 
forensics and law, who quickly and qualitatively analyze incoming 
information, are able to apply the most effective methods to perform 
the expert tasks assigned to them. Therefore, high level of education 
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and training of forensic experts is important for ensuring effective-
ness of forensic expert activity in Ukraine.

Keywords: forensic expert; efficiency; qualification; compe-
tence; research competence; education; educational project; forensic 
expert activity.

Research Problem  
Formulation

Competitiveness of the state is a prerequi-
site for its successful integration into the 
world economy and ensuring sustainable 
development. The path of European and 
world integration chosen by Ukraine ne-
cessitates intensive changes in the politi-
cal, economic and social life of our state. 
Thereby, competence, responsibility, 
ability to work confidently in one’s field, 
psychological stability and readiness to 
achieve results under any conditions are 
the main requirements for a modern fo-
rensic expert, and especially in conditions 
of war. Despite availability of research pa-
pers on the chosen topic, problem of com-
petence as a system of certain knowledge, 
skills and abilities necessary for effective 
implementation of expert activity is very 
relevant. The issue of research compe-
tence of forensic experts has been little 
studied.

Article Purpose

Analyze the content of the concept of 
“research competence”, to identify the 
problematic issues of the formation of 
research competence of forensic experts, 
determine the ways of their solution and 
1	 Овсянникова І. М. Адміністративно-правове регулювання судово-експертної діяль-

ності: проблеми підвищення ефективності : дис. … д-ра філос. у галузі права. Харків, 
2023. 243 с.

2	 Смирний М. Ф. Основи наукових досліджень  : консп. лекц. (для студент. усіх форм 
навч. за спец. 141 — Електроенерг., електротех. та електромех.). Харків, 2018. 111 с. URL: 
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/162019668.pdf (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

to outline the components of the research 
competence of a forensic expert, consid-
ering it as a system.

Research Methods

In recent years, there has been a tendency 
to narrow and generalize the scientific po-
sition on the terminological definition of 
methodology on the basis of a set of com-
ponents identified using certain scientific 
approaches  1. Methodology of science is 
associated with the development of meth-
ods of scientific knowledge. The method 
of scientific research is defined as a set 
of stipulated rules, techniques, methods 
and norms of cognition of a certain object 
or phenomenon 2.

For achieving this goal, an integrative 
approach was applied, which made it pos-
sible to consider the research competence 
of a forensic expert as a system of certain 
qualities, which implies the readiness of 
the individual to carry out an effective re-
search process. Applied general scientific 
(dialectical, comparison, analysis, syn-
thesis, induction, deduction) and  special 
scientific methods (formal logical, logi-
cal-legal, system-structural) contributed 
to logical and  consistent presentation of 
the material, the content and  validity of 
scientific conclusions and proposals.

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/162019668.pdf
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Analysis of Essential Researches  
and Publications

Very little scientific research is devot-
ed to the topic of research competence 
in forensic science. The issues of compe-
tence and competency of forensic expert 
were analyzed by M.  Shcherbakovskyi 
and L. Shcherbakovska 3, H. Pylypenko 4; 
the peculiarities of the formation of pro-
fessional competencies of a forensic com-
modity expert were studied by I. Petrova 
and O. Dontsova  5, I.  Sivchuk  6; issues of 
professional competence of forensic ex-
perts as specialists providing public ser-
vices for expert support of justice were 
considered by O. Uhrovetskyi and I. Petro-
va  7; problematic issues of training qual-
ified forensic experts were studied by 
S. Strilets and R. Kuznetsov 8; profession-
3	 Щербаковский М. Г., Щербаковская Л. П. Компетенция и компетентность судебного 

эксперта. Криминалистика и судебная экспертиза. 2013. Вып. 58. Ч.  2. С.  95—104. URL: 
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/krise_2013_58%282%29__21 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

4	 Пилипенко Г. М. Оцінка компетентності експерта. Правничий часопис Донецького уні-
верситету. 2013. №  2. С.  159—164. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Pchdu_2013_2_24 (date 
accessed: 20.05.2024).

5	 Петрова І. А., Донцова О. С. Особливості формування професійних компетентностей 
судового експерта-товарознавця. Теорія та практика судової експертизи і криміналісти-
ки. 2020. Вип. 21. С. 165—178. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

6	 Сівчук І. П. Професійна компетентність під час формування та підготовки товарознав-
ців-експертів. Вісник Запорізького національного університету. Юридичні науки. 2020. 
№ 4. Т. 2. С. 200—206. DOI: 10.26661/2616-9444-2020-4.2-29 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

7	 Угровецький О. П., Петрова І. А. Складові стратегії формування професійної компе-
тентності судових експертів через теоретичні та методичні підходи. Юридичний науко-
вий електронний журнал. 2023. № 9. С. 506—509. DOI: 10.32782/2524-0374/2023-9/124 (date 
accessed: 20.05.2024).

8	 Стрілець С. О., Кузнєцов Р. В. Шляхи вдосконалення підготовки та підвищення кваліфі-
кації судових експертів експертної служби МВС. Молодий вчений. 2020. № 8 (84). С. 236—
241. DOI: 10.32839/2304-5809/2020-9-85-51 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

9	 Шерстюк В. М. Організаційно-правові та морально-психологічні засади судово-екс-
пертної діяльності : автореф. дис. … канд. юрид. наук. Харків, 2007. 19 с. URL: https://
dspace.nlu.edu.ua//jspui/handle/123456789/13906 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

10	 Гаспарян С.  Г. Адміністративно-правові засади кадрового забезпечення судово-екс-
пертних установ України  : дис. … канд. юрид. наук. Харків, 2019. 217  с. URL: https://
uacademic.info/ua/document/0419U003333 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

11	 Курдес О. В. Особливості психологічної підготовки судових експертів як складової про-
цесу адаптації до умов праці. Теорія та практика судової експертизи і криміналістики. 
2021. Вип. 1 (23). С. 110—122. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2021.08 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

al and psychological qualities of persons 
engaged in forensic expert activity were 
studied by V. Sherstyuk 9, S. Hasparian 10, 
O. Kurdes 11 et al.

The research competence term is  com-
plex and multidimensional, so scientists 
still do not have an unambiguous inter-
pretation of this concept. The topic of re-
search competence of forensic experts has 
not been sufficiently studied.

Main Content Presentation

Current stage of human civilization de-
velopment is transition to a knowledge 
society, characterized by qualitatively 
new requirements for the development 
of education. Currently, the principle of 
knowledge for knowledge’s sake is no lon-
ger fundamental in the field of education. 

http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/krise_2013_58%282%29__21
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Pchdu_2013_2_24
DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11
DOI: 10.26661/2616-9444-2020-4.2-29
DOI: 10.32782/2524-0374/2023-9/124
DOI: 10.32839/2304-5809/2020-9-85-51
https://dspace.nlu.edu.ua//jspui/handle/123456789/13906
https://dspace.nlu.edu.ua//jspui/handle/123456789/13906
https://uacademic.info/ua/document/0419U003333
https://uacademic.info/ua/document/0419U003333
http://10.32353/khrife.1.2021.08
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Knowledge and skills as an educational 
result are no longer sufficient for devel-
opment in modern information society. 
As noted by I. Petrova and O. Dontsova, 
forming the competencies of employees 
of forensic institutions turns into a lead-
ing factor in the business success of a 
specific institution, and its ability to train 
employees faster than the rest of the in-
stitutions of this system becomes a deci-
sive competitive advantage 12. At the same 
time, one should agree with I. Georgia, in 
whose opinion, a high level of competence 
of employees is an important competitive 
advantage not only of individual organiza-
tions, but also of countries 13. Thereby soci-
ety now needs adjustments in the content 
of methodical and technological aspects of 
education (in particular, in the field of fo-
rensics and forensics). The modern world 
needs to reorient the paradigm of educa-
tion from knowledge to competence-qual-
ification, that is, to emphasize (in addition 
to the educational component) the abili-
ties of forensic experts to independently 
acquire knowledge and optimally apply it 
at work, as well as independently make 
decisions and have psychological training.

At the same time, according to some 
scientists, a modern specialist  is a person 
who has not only acquired certain knowl-
edge, skills and abilities, but  also  confi-

12	 Петрова І. А., Донцова О. С. Зазнач. твір. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11 (date accessed: 
20.05.2024).

13	 Грузіна І. А. Компетентнісний підхід до стратегічного управління організацією. Сучасні 
проблеми управління підприємствами: теорія та практика : мат-ли міжнар. наук.-практ. 
конф. (Харків — Торунь, 16.04.2021). Дніпро, 2021. С. 25—27. URL: http://repository.hneu.
edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/25945/1/%D0%93%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B7%D1%96%D0%BD
%D0%B0.pdf (date accessed: 20.05.2024)

14	 Василюк В. М. Формування дослідницької компетентності майбутніх перекладачів за-
собами проєктного навчання. Вісник освіти і науки України. 2023. № 12 (18). С. 304—314. 
DOI: 10.52058/2786-6165-2023-12(18)-304-314 (date accessed: 20.05.2024)  ; Качмар О., Мака-
ренко Я., Мірошніченко Т. Аналіз сучасних тенденцій організації навчального процесу 
у початковій школі. Актуальнi питання гуманiтарних наук. 2022. Вип. 1 (58). С. 329—324. 
DOI: 10.24919/2308-4863/58-1-51 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

dently and professionally applies them 
and  his creative potential, is constantly 
looking for ways of self-development. Ed-
ucation  is defined not only as a certain 
process of education and upbringing: the 
benchmarks of the educational process 
should be the interests of a person, soci-
ety, and the state; this process should state 
the level of achievement by a citizen of the 
educational levels (qualifications) stipulat-
ed by the state. Educational knowledge is 
necessary for creative self-realization and 
self-determination 14.

Taking into account the above scien-
tific positions, it can be concluded that 
the traditional understanding of educa-
tion is now being rethought. In  modern 
society, the concept of education becomes 
relevant, which content includes not only 
traditional knowledge acquisition, skills 
and abilities, but systemic purpose, which 
purpose is formation of a person of a new 
format, acquisition of personal traits, indi-
viduality, spirituality and the possibility of 
revealing creative potential.

“Forensic expert (from Latin exper-
tus  — experienced)  is a person who has 
special knowledge, a knowledgeable per-
son who has the necessary knowledge to 
provide an opinion on the issues under 
study and whom the investigator (court, 
investigating judge, defense party, etc.), 

DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11
http://repository.hneu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/25945/1/%D0%93%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B7%D1%96%D0%BD%D0%B0.pdf
http://repository.hneu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/25945/1/%D0%93%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B7%D1%96%D0%BD%D0%B0.pdf
http://repository.hneu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/25945/1/%D0%93%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B7%D1%96%D0%BD%D0%B0.pdf
DOI: 10.52058/2786-6165-2023-12(18)-304-314
DOI: 10.24919/2308-4863/58-1-51
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in accordance with the law, involved in fo-
rensic examination” 15.

Forensic expert practitioners appro-
priately point out that quality of forensic 
examination depends on forensic expert 
qualification and his detailed and respon-
sible research on objects while pre-trial in-
vestigation or trial 16. For obtaining foren-
sic expert qualification, comprehensive 
higher education is required, because the 
expert’s professional thinking is formed 
during the acquisition of higher educa-
tion and professional specialization  17. 
Thus, the current legislation of Ukraine 
defines requirements for persons seek-
ing to obtain or confirm the qualification 
of a forensic expert. Such a person must 
have a relevant higher education and an 
educational qualification level not lower 
than a specialist, know the legislation of 
Ukraine on forensic expertise, undergo 
appropriate training (training / internship 
at a state forensic expert institution in rel-
evant specialization), after which he may 

15	 Шепітько В. Ю., Авдєєва Г. К. Експерт судовий / Велика українська юридична енцикло-
педія : у 20 т. Т. 20 : Криміналістика. Судова експертиза. Юридична психологія // ред-
кол.: В. Ю. Шепітько (голова) та ін. Харків, 2018. С. 219—222.

16	 Слюсаренко В., Хомутенко О., Тарасютіна С. Проведення комплексних і  комплексів 
судових експертиз із використанням спеціальних знань у галузі економіки. Теорія та 
практика судової експертизи і криміналістики. 2024. Вип. 1 (34). С. 209—222. DOI: 10.32353/
khrife.1.2024.12 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

17	 Алєксєйчук В. І., Стародубов І. В. Підготовка фахівців у сфері судової експертизи: ор-
ганізаційні питання та перспективи. Юридичний вісник. 2022. № 2 (63). С. 228—235. DOI: 
10.18372/2307-9061.63.16734 (date accessed: 20.05.2024) ; Петрова І. А., Гаспарян С. Г. Шля-
хи вирішення проблем судових експертів. Актуальні проблеми кримінально-правового, 
кримінально-процесуального та криміналістичного забезпечення України  : мат-ли між-
нар. наук.-практ. конф. (Дніпро, 30.11.2018). Дніпро, 2018. С. 144—145.

18	 Про судову експертизу : Закон України від 25.02.1994 р. № 4038-XII (зі змін. та допов.). 
URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4038-12#Text (date accessed: 20.05.2024)  ; Поло-
ження про Центральну експертно-кваліфікаційну комісію при Міністерстві юстиції 
України та атестацію судових експертів : затв. наказ. Мін’юсту України від 03.03.2015 р. 
№ 301/5 (зі змін. та допов.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0249-15#Text (date 
accessed: 20.05.2024).

19	 Василюк В. М. Зазнач. твір. DOI: 10.52058/2786-6165-2023-12(18)-304-314 (date accessed: 
20.05.2024) ; Карпова Л. Дослідницька компетентність вчителя нової української школи. 
Молодь і ринок. 2019. № 1 (168). С. 85—89. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Mir_2019_1_19 (date 
accessed: 20.05.2024).

pass an exam and obtain the qualification 
of forensic expert specialization 18.

At the same time, we consider the re-
search competence of a forensic expert to 
be equally important, which, according 
to scientists, is leading in any profession-
al activity and thanks to which ability for 
reflective analysis and critical thinking is 
practically embodied. Human adaptation 
in the social and professional environ-
ment is accelerating; developing abilities 
not only to investigate problems, but also 
to make judgments based on raw data; 
make effective decisions based on ratio-
nal principles  19. According to foreign 
authors: L.  Udompong, D.  Traiwicitkhun, 
S.  Wongwanich, research competence is 
an important attribute and it should be de-
veloped in all professionals. After all, pro-
fessionals who have acquired knowledge, 
skills and have a positive attitude towards 
research understand how important sys-
tems thinking, analysis and synthesis are 
for them. This will make it possible to 

DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2024.12
DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2024.12
DOI: 10.18372/2307-9061.63.16734
DOI: 10.18372/2307-9061.63.16734
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4038-12#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0249-15#Text
DOI: 10.52058/2786-6165-2023-12(18)-304-314
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Mir_2019_1_19
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solve problems on a systematic basis and 
will contribute to academic development 
of all professions, continuous acquisition 
of knowledge, new discoveries 20.

In general, there is currently no clear 
definition of the research competency term 
itself, so it is appropriate to first consider 
the concept of competence itself and the re-
lated terms qualification and competence. 
The competence term was first used in 1959 
by R. W. White to describe the individu-
al characteristics of a person that helped 
him perform the work assigned to him at 
the highest level 21. This approach was de-
veloped by D. С. McClelland, who proposed 
predicting effectiveness of employees 
based on the assessment of competence 
rather than competence  22. The concept of 
competent education arose in the 1960s in 
the United States of America, but it was de-
fined only in the late 1980s. The main goal 
of such education is to focus not only on 
the acquisition and mastery of knowledge, 
but also on the search for information 
necessary to achieve the set goal, a high 
level of communication, resourcefulness, 
organizational and leadership skills. The 
English psychologist J. Raven in the Com-

20	 Udompong, L., Traiwicitkhun, D. & Wongwanich, S. Causal model of researchcompetency via 
scientific literacy of teacher and student. Procedia-Sosial and Behavioral Science. 2014. Vol. 116. 
Pр. 1581—1586. DOI: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.01.438 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

21	 White R. W. Motivation reconsidered: The concept of competence. Psychological Review. 1959. 
Vol. 66. Is. 5. Pp. 297—333. DOI: 10.1037/h0040934 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

22	 McClelland D. С. Identifying competencies with behavioral-event interviews. American Psycho-
logical Society. 1998. Vol. 9. No. 5. Рp. 331—339. URL: https://skillup.coreconsulting.it/home/
pdfs/McClelland,%20D.%20C.%20(1998).%20Identifying%20competencies%20with%20be-
havioral-event%20interviews..pdf (date accessed: 20.05.2024).

23	 Равен Дж. Компетентність у сучасному суспільстві: прояв, розвиток і реалізація. Київ, 
1984. 284 с.

24	 Там само.
25	 Компетенція / Словник UA. Портал української мови та культури. URL: https://slovnyk.

ua/index.php?swrd=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%
BD%D1%86%D1%96%D1%8F+ (date accessed30.05.2024).

26	 Компетентний / Там само. URL: https://slovnyk.ua/index.php?swrd=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0
%BC%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B9 (date 
accessed30.05.2024).

petence in modern society: identification, de-
velopment and release  23 book provided an 
extensive interpretation of competence 
as a phenomenon that contains many in-
dependent structural components. Some 
components are considered by the re-
searcher to belong to the cognitive sphere, 
some to the emotional sphere. In addition, 
the author emphasizes that such compo-
nents are interchangeable as components 
of effective behavior. The scientist claims 
that types of competence are intrinsical-
ly motivated abilities, and distinguishes 
37  types of competence, fixing them in 
concepts such as readiness, ability, ability, 
tendency, lack 24.

According to dictionary, competence 
(from Latin. competentia: consistency; 
compliance)  — “1.  Good knowledge of 
something. <...> 2. The scope of powers of 
any organization, institution or person” 25. 
Competent (from Latin.  competens: capa-
ble; appropriate)  is one who “has suffi-
cient knowledge in any field; who is well 
aware of something; intelligent” 26.

R195 – Human Resource Development 
Recommendations, 2004 (No. 195), adopted 
by the International Labor Organization, 

DOI: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.01.438
DOI: 10.1037/h0040934
https://skillup.coreconsulting.it/home/pdfs/McClelland,%20D.%20C.%20(1998).%20Identifying%20competencies%20with%20behavioral-event%20interviews..pdf
https://skillup.coreconsulting.it/home/pdfs/McClelland,%20D.%20C.%20(1998).%20Identifying%20competencies%20with%20behavioral-event%20interviews..pdf
https://skillup.coreconsulting.it/home/pdfs/McClelland,%20D.%20C.%20(1998).%20Identifying%20competencies%20with%20behavioral-event%20interviews..pdf
https://slovnyk.ua/index.php?swrd=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%86%D1%96%D1%8F+
https://slovnyk.ua/index.php?swrd=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%86%D1%96%D1%8F+
https://slovnyk.ua/index.php?swrd=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%86%D1%96%D1%8F+
https://slovnyk.ua/index.php?swrd=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B9
https://slovnyk.ua/index.php?swrd=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B9
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defines the terms: qualifications (“formal 
expression of an employee’s technical or 
professional skills that are internation-
ally, nationally or industry-recognized”) 
and competence (“encompasses knowledge, 
skills and experience that are applied and 
improved in specific contexts”) 27.

N. Bibik considers competence as an 
alienated from the subject, a predeter-
mined social norm of educational train-
ing of a specialist, which is necessary for 
his qualitative and productive activity 
in  a  certain area, as real requirements 
for mastering a set of knowledge, meth-
ods of activity, experience of attitude to 
a certain industry, personality traits that 
operate in a certain society. The scientist 
considers competence to be a holistic cat-
egory that is the result of the acquisition of 
competencies and involves personal char-
acteristics, attitude to the subject of activ-
ity. At the same time, the researcher notes 
that neither knowledge, nor skills, nor ex-
perience are competence in themselves 28.

S. Makeev, on the contrary, emphasiz-
es the need to distinguish between the con-
cepts of competence and expertise, although 
they are  close in content and are often 
identified. In his opinion, “competence 
should be considered as a set of qualities 
that a person must possess for effective 
activity in a certain field, and competence 

27	 R195 — Рекомендація щодо розвитку людських ресурсів, 2004 (№ 195) : прийн. Міжнар. 
орг. праці від 17.06.2004 р № 195. URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/993_532#Text 
(date accessed: 30.05.2024). 

28	 Бібік Н. Переваги і ризики запровадження компетентнісного підходу в шкільній освіті. 
Гірська школа Українських Карпат. 2013. № 8—9. С. 26—30. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/
gsuk_2013_8-9_12 (date accessed: 30.05.2024).

29	 Макєєв С. Ю. Генезис поняттєвого апарату компетентнісного підходу у дослідженнях 
зарубіжних та вітчизняних науковців. Актуальні питання гуманітарних наук. 2021. 
Вип. 43. Т. 2. С. 230—237. DOI: 10.24919/2308-4863/43-2-38 (date accessed: 30.05.2024).

30	 Бех І. Д. Компетентнісний підхід як освітня стратегія / Digital Library NAES of Ukraine. 
03.04.2015. URL: https://lib.iitta.gov.ua/id/eprint/8772/1/534%20%D0%91%D0%B5%D1%85.
pdf (date accessed30.05.2024).

31	 Калінін В. О. Формування професійної компетентності майбутнього вчителя іноземної 
мови засобами діалогу культур : автореф. дис. … канд. пед. наук. Житомир, 2005. 20 с.

as a personal quality or a set of qualities 
that have already been realized, i.e., pos-
session of a certain competence 29”.

I. Beh considers it inappropriate to 
identify learning abilities (knowledge 
and  skills) with  relevant competencies. 
The scientist is sure that educational 
achievements need to be transformed 
into  life competencies and interprets the 
essence of the concept of expertise as the 
experience of the subject in  a certain 
life sphere. He insists that it is the mean-
ingful emphasis on experience, and  not 
on awareness, awareness of the subject 
in a  certain area, that should be taken on 
the conceptual “armament” 30.

Thus, researchers distinguish two sci-
entific approaches:
1)	 concept of expertise is  broader than 

the concept of competence, it charac-
terizes and  determines the level of 
professionalism that a person has. 
In addition, achievement of this level 
occurs through the prism of compe-
tencies, the acquisition of which is 
the goal of professional training  31;

2)	 clear distinction between the two 
terms. Representatives of such a sci-
entific school argue that the concept 
of expertise is related to the content of 
the field of activity, while competence 
refers to a person, characterizes him 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/993_532#Text 
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/gsuk_2013_8-9_12
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/gsuk_2013_8-9_12
DOI: 10.24919/2308-4863/43-2-38
https://lib.iitta.gov.ua/id/eprint/8772/1/534%20%D0%91%D0%B5%D1%85.pdf
https://lib.iitta.gov.ua/id/eprint/8772/1/534%20%D0%91%D0%B5%D1%85.pdf
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as a person and his ability to perform 
the work entrusted to him qualita-
tively and effectively 32.
H. Pylypenko considers the compe-

tence of the expert to be limited only by 
the limits of his special knowledge  33. At 
the same time, M. Shcherbakovskyi also 
adds the range of powers of forensic ex-
pert to specific expertise. He interprets 
the competence of the expert as an ob-
jective category and distinguishes its two 
types:
1)	 Procedural one: the range of powers 

granted to forensic expert by the pro-
cedural law;

2)	 scientific (special) one: the amount 
of special knowledge and  skills that 
each expert who conducts examina-
tions of a certain kind, type, subspe-
cies has.
M. Shcherbakovskyi defines compe-

tence of forensic expert as a subjective 
characteristic that reflects the ability of 
a particular expert to solve the tasks set, 
the degree of his knowledge of the theory, 
methods, techniques of expert research of 
objects within a certain kind, type of exper-
tise and which is due to the expert’s expe-
rience, his basic education, level of special 
training, awareness of new research meth-
ods, individual abilities and other factors 34.

N.  Klymenko’s  position on determin-
ing the competence of an expert as a sub-

32	 Головань М. С. Компетенція та компетентність: порівняльний аналіз понять. Педаго-
гічні науки: теорія, історія, інноваційні технології. 2011. № 8 (18). С. 224—234. URL: http://
essuir.sumdu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/58463 (date accessed: 30.05.2024).

33	 Пилипенко Г. М. Зазнач. твір. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Pchdu_2013_2_24 (date ac
cessed: 20.05.2024).

34	 Щербаковський М. Г. Судова експертологія : навч. посіб. Харків, 2008. С. 31. URL: https://
dspace.univd.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/f68ffa51-4fe1-4991-bcee-7a5a8627e0d8/con-
tent (date accessed: 10.06.2024).

35	 Клименко Н. І. Судова експертологія : курс лекцій. Київ, 2007. 526 с.
36	 Виноградова М. М. Спорные вопросы определения пределов компетенции судеб-

ных экспертов-экономистов. Теорія та практика судової експертизи і  криміналістики. 
2010. Вип.  10. С.  540—547. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Tpsek_2010_10_81 (date accessed: 
10.06.2024).

jective characteristic of the abilities of a 
particular expert to perform the tasks as-
signed to him/her and the degree of his/
her knowledge of the theory, methods 
and techniques of expert research is sim-
ilar. Expertise of forensic expert in a cer-
tain examination is reflected in research 
results confirmed by his conclusions 35.

M.  Vynohradova does not limit com-
petence of forensic expert only to his 
knowledge. She notes that competence 
can be characterized as the entire amount 
of knowledge that an expert has and that 
he applies within the limits of his powers 
granted to him by law and she defines the 
level of knowledge and  ability to apply 
them in practice as competence 36.

In the dissertation, S.  Gasparyan dis-
tinguishes three levels of competence of a 
forensic expert:
•	 Level I: basic competence of a fo-

rensic expert (expert’s ability to 
independently solve expert prob-
lems, based on the set of knowl-
edge acquired by him in the process 
of training, as well  as knowledge 
and skills in forensic expert special-
ization acquired in preparation for 
his certification as forensic expert, 
as well as legal knowledge);

•	 Level II: personal competence of 
forensic expert (ability of the expert 
to perform complex and atypical 

http://essuir.sumdu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/58463
http://essuir.sumdu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/58463
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Pchdu_2013_2_24
https://dspace.univd.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/f68ffa51-4fe1-4991-bcee-7a5a8627e0d8/content
https://dspace.univd.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/f68ffa51-4fe1-4991-bcee-7a5a8627e0d8/content
https://dspace.univd.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/f68ffa51-4fe1-4991-bcee-7a5a8627e0d8/content
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Tpsek_2010_10_81
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tasks. This level directly depends on 
the time of forensic expert’s profes-
sional forensic activity);

•	 Level III: professional competence, 
which determines the specifics of 
forensic expert activity in the areas 
of research  37. This is a qualitative 
characteristic of mastering by a 
specialist of his profession, which 
involves awareness of his motives 
for this activity (professional needs, 
interests, aspirations, value orienta-
tions, motives of activity, awareness 
of his social role); a set of profes-
sional knowledge and skills and the 
presence of personal qualities as a 
specialist who is able to effectively 
perform his professional duties 38.

At the same time, I.  Sivchuk has the 
opposite opinion. The scientist believes 
that professional competence is not a sep-
arate level, but  an integral value of the 
three-level system of competence criteria 
described by M. Babiy:
1)	 basic competence, that is due to 

ability of a forensic expert to inde-
pendently perform the tasks, based 
on the knowledge acquired at the 
stage of study in a higher education 
institution, as well  as the skills and 
abilities in the expert specialty ac-
quired in preparation for certifica-
tion for obtaining the qualification of 
forensic expert;

37	 Блажівський Є. М. Зазнач. твір. URL: https://dspace.lvduvs.edu.ua/bitstream/1234567890/85/1/
blazivckui.pdf (date accessed: 20.06.2024).

38	 Федоренко О. І., Шевцов С. О. Зміст професійної компетентності працівників експерт-
ної служби МВС України. Військова освіта. 2017. №  1. С.  192—199. DOI: 10.33099/2617-
1783/2017-1/192-199 (date accessed: 10.06.2024).

39	 Бабій М. М. Поняття та рівні компетенції та компетентності судового експерта. Хер-
сон, 2020. С. 163—165.

40	 Сівчук І. П. Зазнач. твір. DOI: 10.26661/2616-9444-2020-4.2-29 (date accessed: 20.05.2024).
41	 Сяоцзін В., Корсун І. В. Дослідницька компетентність у системі підготовки майбутніх 

учителів. Науковий часопис НПУ ім. М. П. Драгоманова. Серія 5: Педагогічні науки  : ре-
алії та перспективи. 2022. Вип. 90. С. 29—32. DOI: 10.31392/NPU-nc.series5.2022.90.06 (date 
accessed: 10.06.2024).

2)	 individual competence: availability 
of methods of personal self-expres-
sion and  self-development within 
the profession and specialization, 
self-confidence, ability to make deci-
sions, readiness for advanced train-
ing, implementation in  professional 
activities, career growth;

3)	 competence of forensic expert of 
a  specific expert specialty, that is, the 
ability of a forensic expert to solve 
the tasks assigned to him during spe-
cific forensic examination 39.
Sharing the scientific position of 

I. Sivchuk, we believe that the competence 
of a forensic expert is a  systemic concept 
that integrates all the above criteria, the 
most important of which is the level of fo-
rensic expert education 40.

In the scientific literature, the content 
of “research competence” is also consid-
ered through the prism of other defini-
tions related to research in the education-
al process and aimed at explaining how 
research competencies can be mastered: 
research activity, research training, research 
literacy, etc. Thus, V. Xiaojing and I. Kor-
sun in  their research concludes that the 
formation of research competence is car-
ried out while of research activities 41.

According to S. Budnik, research activ-
ity is aimed at solving a research issue, 
which is inherently cognitive and serves 
to achieve the goal of purposeful develop-

https://dspace.lvduvs.edu.ua/bitstream/1234567890/85/1/blazivckui.pdf
https://dspace.lvduvs.edu.ua/bitstream/1234567890/85/1/blazivckui.pdf
DOI: 10.33099/2617-1783/2017-1/192-199
DOI: 10.33099/2617-1783/2017-1/192-199
DOI: 10.26661/2616-9444-2020-4.2-29
DOI: 10.31392/NPU-nc.series5.2022.90.06
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ment of personality, acquisition of knowl-
edge and research skills 42.

I. Tyahai, T. Mahometa, T. Godova-
niuk define research training as an educa-
tional technology that uses educational 
research as the main means of achieving 
results 43.

Thus, research activity and research 
training are interrelated concepts, the pur-
pose of which is to achieve a certain result. 
Thus, O. Hrybyuk notes that the ultimate 
goal of research activities in  teaching  is 
the acquisition of research skills (as a way 
of mastering reality), the development of 
intelligence and abilities for the research 
way of thinking. By research training, a sci-
entist understands the educational process 
associated with the solution of a creative, 
research problem with a known answer, a 
problem that involves the presence of the 
main stages characteristic of research in 
the scientific environment, namely:

Problem formulation
•	 Stage II: acquaintance with the the-

ory related to the chosen topic;
•	 Stage III: selection of appropriate 

research methods and their further 
application;

42	 Буднік С. Сутнісний аналіз поняття «дослідницька діяльність». Науковий вісник Східно
європейського національного університету імені Лесі Українки. 2013. № 8. С.  105—108. URL: 
https://evnuir.vnu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/6240/1/Activity.pdf (date accessed: 30.05.2024).

43	 Годованюк Т. Л., Махомета Т. М., Тягай І. М. Інноваційні навчальні технології — осно-
ва модернізації методичної підготовки майбутнього вчителя математики. Відкрите 
освітнє е-середовище сучасного університету. Спецвип. 2019. С. 107—115. URL: http://nbuv.
gov.ua/UJRN/oeeemu_2019_spetsvip._11 (date accessed: 30.05.2024).

44	 Гриб’юк О. О. Система динамічної математики GeoGebra як засіб підтримки загальних 
і спеціальних здібностей учнів в процесі дослідницького навчання предметів матема-
тичного циклу: з досвіду роботи. Фізико-математична освіта. 2020. Вип. 2 (24). С. 37—51. 
URL: https://fmo-journal.fizmatsspu.sumy.ua/journals/2020-v2-24/2020_2-24-Hrybiuk_FMO.
pdf (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

45	 Криворучко І. Зміст поняття «дослідницька компетентність» у вітчизняній та зарубіж-
ній літературі. Наукові інновації та передові технології. 2022. № 6  (8). С. 174—183. DOI: 
10.52058/2786-5274-2022-6(8)-174-183 (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

46	 Головань М. С. Модель формування дослідницької компетентності майбутніх фахівців 
у процесі професійної підготовки. Педагогічні науки: теорія, історія, інноваційні техно-
логії. 2012. № 5 (23). С. 196—205. URI: https://repository.sspu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/3819 
(date accessed: 01.06.2024).

•	 Stage IV: accumulation of own ed-
ucational material, its analysis and 
generalization; 

•	 Stage V: providing own conclu-
sions 44.

I.  Kryvoruchko emphasizes: “If most 
scientists consider research activity and re-
search training as a process, then “research 
competence”  is a personality quality that is 
formed in the process of research activity and 
research training” 45.

The opinion of M. Holovan is similar, 
who defines research competence from a 
qualitative standpoint, emphasizing that 
this term should be understood precisely 
as the quality of the individual as a sys-
tem of certain knowledge, skills, abilities, 
practical experience of the researcher, as 
well as his high-value attitude and individ-
ual qualities, manifested in the desire and 
ability of the researcher to carry out re-
search activities. In addition, the purpose 
of the final result of such activities, the sci-
entist claims to acquire new knowledge by 
applying the methods of scientific knowl-
edge and creative approach to the process-
es of goal-setting, planning, analysis, de-
cision-making and evaluation of results 46.

https://evnuir.vnu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/6240/1/Activity.pdf 
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/oeeemu_2019_spetsvip._11
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/oeeemu_2019_spetsvip._11
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https://fmo-journal.fizmatsspu.sumy.ua/journals/2020-v2-24/2020_2-24-Hrybiuk_FMO.pdf
DOI: 10.52058/2786-5274-2022-6(8)-174-183
DOI: 10.52058/2786-5274-2022-6(8)-174-183
https://repository.sspu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/3819
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In our opinion, the most appropriate 
for forensic science is the scientific views 
of A. A. Luhova, who emphasizes that “the 
basis of research competence is the ability to 
identify a problem in time, form a hypothesis, 
select and analyze the necessary information 
for research, select the necessary methods of 
research and data processing, focus not only 
on the final, but also on the intermediate re-
sults of the study, discuss the possibility of in-
terpreting the results of the study, and use the 
results of the study in practice“ 47.

In  some scientific works, one can 
come across the phrase research literacy, 
that according to logic, should be a com-
ponent of research competence, at the 
same time, there is no clear interpretation 
of this term. In our opinion, this expres-
sion should be interpreted as scientific 
literacy. O.  Kovaleva proposes to under-
stand it as the ability to critically interact 
and make informed decisions on issues 
related to science, since it goes beyond the 
mere knowledge of scientific content. The 
researcher proposes to define scientific 
literacy as a basic ability to have modern 
competencies and technologies, the basis 
of which is the scientific way of knowing 
the world, and it is enough to make effec-
tive decisions not only in  personal and 
social life, but in applied issues related to 
understanding nature of things. 

In  addition, research literacy can be 
considered as research skills, which scien-

47	 Лугова А. Дослідницька компетентність та сутність її впливу на майбутніх учителів 
іноземних мов у процесі професійної підготовки. Вісник Національного університету 
«Чернігівський колегіум» ім. Т. Г. Шевченка. 2019. Вип. 4 (160). С. 170—175. URL: http://surl.
li/iabiwf (date accessed: 30.05.2024).

48	 Головань М. С., Яценко В. В. Сутність та зміст поняття «дослідницька компетентність». 
Теорія та методика навчання фундаментальних дисциплін у вищій школі. 2012. Вип. VII. 
С.  55—62. URL: https://essuir.sumdu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/57953/13/Holovan_Sutnis_
zmist_poniattia.pdf (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

49	 Там само.
50	 Морквян І. В. Суть та види інтелектуальних умінь. Науковий вісник Мукачівського дер-

жавного університету. Серія: Педагогіка та психологія. 2015. Вип.  2  (2). С.  70—74. URL: 
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/nvmdupp_2015_2_18 (date accessed: 07.06.2024).

tists identify with a system of intellectual 
and practical skills necessary for an indi-
vidual to conduct research independent-
ly 48.

Intellectual skills traditionally mean 
the ability to analyze and  distinguish 
the main thing, the ability to compare, 
concretize, prove, classify, systematize 
and  summarize information. Thus, intel-
lectual skills consist in the ability to effec-
tively implement mental operations in si
tuations that need to be resolved. Practical 
skills, for their part, include the ability to 
process literary sources, organize obser-
vations of phenomena and processes, as 
well as the ability to process and apply the 
results obtained, etc. 49

Intellectual skills are classified by 
types as follows:
1)	 analytical and synthetic (contain el-

ementary (basic) mental operations 
and high-level mental operations);

2)	 the ability and  skills of effective per-
ception of information (contain the 
ability to process information and the 
ability to rationally acquire knowledge, 
that is, the ability to self-education); 

3)	 assessed and regulated; 
4)	 ability to conduct reflexive analy-

sis 50.
Thus, the basis of research actions 

is  intellectual skills, while practical skills 
are a mechanism that allows you to master 
certain methods of search activity, which 

http://surl.li/iabiwf
http://surl.li/iabiwf
https://essuir.sumdu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/57953/13/Holovan_Sutnis_zmist_poniattia.pdf
https://essuir.sumdu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/57953/13/Holovan_Sutnis_zmist_poniattia.pdf
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/nvmdupp_2015_2_18
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gives new knowledge, facts, patterns as 
a  practical result.

After analyzing the above, it can be 
concluded that by research skills, scien-
tists mean a set of intellectual, practical 
skills aimed at performing research ac-
tivities, which also involve organizational 
skills (effective planning and organization 
of their own work, independent search for 
normative and methodological informa-
tion to solve the set expert tasks).

Investigating the peculiarities of the 
formation of professional competencies, 
I.  Petrova and O.  Dontsova note that the 
necessary forensic commodity expert skills 
can be combined into  three main groups:
“1.	 Separate methodological  ones: ability 

to plan work; select and apply methods 
and techniques of expert research; ana-
lyze and evaluate the identified signs.

2.	 Research ones: the ability to identify the 
problem, determine the object, form, 
purpose, tasks, research methods; the 
ability to apply elements of modern tech-
nologies for searching and  processing 
information in their specialty; the abil-
ity to organize and conduct an experi-
ment; the ability to describe, summarize 
and formalize research results.

3. 	 Communicative and organizational 
ones.

3.1.	Ability to determine, within the limits of 
the current legislation, expedient to con-
duct a full, comprehensive and objective 
expert study of interaction with  parti
cipants in court proceedings and other 
persons who are not forensic experts;

3.2.	Ability to create and maintain a favor-
able psychological microclimate while 
working in the  commission of experts. 
Ability to organize the work of fellow 
experts while performing the duties of 
the chairman of the expert commission.

51	 Петрова І. А., Донцова О. С. Зазнач. твір. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11 (date accessed: 
20.05.2024).

3.3.	Forensic and territorial ones: ability to 
explain in writing or orally (if necessary 
and  publicly) clearly, reasonably and 
understandably to all those involved in 
the process and without special knowl-
edge, the process of expert research 
and expert opinions during interroga-
tion by pre-trial investigation bodies 
and in court” 51.
We consider the groups of skills identi-

fied by scientists to be universal and man-
datory for all forensic experts.

Outlined approaches to the definition of 
research literacy are best suited to the con-
cept of this scientific study on the research 
competence of forensic experts. This term 
can also be implemented and defined as a 
set of intellectual knowledge and practical 
skills of a forensic expert aimed at per-
forming research that is sufficient to make 
effective decisions in  matters requiring 
competent resolution.

Instead, research abilities as individual 
psychological characteristics of a person 
involve a creative approach to research, 
which is inappropriate to use when draw-
ing up an expert opinion, when it is neces-
sary to be guided by the norms of the rel-
evant laws and  registered methodological 
recommendations. At the same time, re-
search abilities can be useful for a  forensic 
expert, for example, for writing scientific 
articles for professional publications.

Analysis of legislative sources and re-
search papers makes possible to conclude 
that the research competence of a foren-
sic expert is a certain system based on his 
practical experience, knowledge, skills 
and abilities and aimed at effectively solv-
ing specific expert problem.

Considering the research expertise of 
forensic expert from the point of view of 
a  systemic approach, it is worth noting 

DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11
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that its component is not only his re-
search literacy, but also his professional 
education. Methodological recommenda-
tions for the development of component 
industry standards of higher education 
(competency approach) define the exper-
tise term as “integrated characteristic of 
personality qualities, the result of train-
ing a graduate of a higher educational in-
stitution to perform activities in certain 
professional and socio-personal subject 
areas (competencies), which is deter-
mined by the necessary volume and level 
of knowledge and experience in a cer-
tain type of activity”  52. Since successful 
professional activity of forensic experts 
directly depends on the amount of time 
spent on their training, we consider it im-
portant to start developing the research 
competence of specialists in the field of 
forensic competence from institutions of 
higher education. Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (Article 26) defines:
“1.	 Everyone has the right to education. Edu

cation should be free, at least initial and 
general. Primary education should be 
compulsory. Technical and vocational edu
cation should be made generally available, 
and higher education should be equal-
ly accessible to all on the basis of ability.

2.	 Education shall be directed towards the 
full development of the human person 

52	 Гуло В. Л., Левківський К. М., Котоловець Л. О., Тимошенко Н. І., Погребняк В. П., Гонча-
рова А. В., Присенко М. О., Симонова М. В., Крошко Н. В. Методичні рекомендації з роз-
роблення складових галузевих стандартів вищої освіти (компетентнісний підхід). Київ, 
2013. 92 с.

53	 Загальна декларація прав людини : прийн. і проголош. резолюц. 217 A (III) Ген. Асамбл. ООН 
від 10.12.1948 р. URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_015#Text (date accessed: 06.06.2024).

54	 Стратегія розвитку вищої освіти в Україні на 2022—2032 роки : схвал. розпорядж. КМУ 
від 23.02.2022 р. № 286-р. URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/286-2022-%D1%80#Text 
(date accessed: 06.06.2024).

55	 Класифікатор професій ДК 003:2010  : затв. наказ. Держспоживстандарту України від 
28.07.2010 р. № 327 (зі змін. та допов.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/rada/show/va327609-
10#Text (date accessed: 07.06.2024).

56	 Перелік спеціальностей, здобуття ступеня освіти з яких необхідне для доступу до про-
фесій, для яких запроваджено додаткове регулювання : затв. наказ. МОН України від 

and the enhancement of respect for hu-
man rights and  fundamental freedoms. 
Education shall promote understanding, 
tolerance and  friendship among all na-
tions, racial or religious groups and shall 
further the peace-keeping activities of the 
United Nations ” 53.
The main content of modern higher 

education is provided in the standards of 
higher education of the new generation, 
the foundation of which is the competen-
cy approach. Professions for which ad-
ditional regulation has been introduced 
are legally defined, which makes it pos-
sible to increase attention to the quality 
of training of specialists in the relevant 
specializations  54. In the National Clas-
sifier of Ukraine Classifier of Professions” 
ДК 003:2010, profession forensic expert has 
code 2429, which is deciphered as follows: 
2 –Professionals; “24” — Other profession-
als; “242”–Professionals in the field of juris-
prudence, prosecutorial supervision, justice 
and law enforcement”; “2429”– Other legal 
professionals 55. It should be noted that the 
field of knowledge: 08 Law and special-
ization 081 Law are the first listed in the 
List of specialties for which obtaining an 
education degree is necessary for access 
to professions for which additional regu-
lation has been introduced 56. In general, 
the above proves priority of the forensic 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_015#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/286-2022-%D1%80#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/rada/show/va327609-10#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/rada/show/va327609-10#Text
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expert profession and the importance of 
the formation of relevant research compe-
tencies in such specialists even at the stage 
of their higher education.

Modern scientists emphasize that the 
entry of Ukraine into the pan-European 
educational space and the radical chang-
es taking place in the labor market re-
quire monitoring of the effectiveness of 
the measures implemented by the state, 
as well as a qualitative review of the tra-
ditional approaches that higher schools 
use today to train specialists 57. According 
to the authors of the National Institute 
of Justice’s Forensic Science Education 
and Training, a manual for forensic lab-
oratories, schools, and students, training 
is a formal, structured process by which 
a  forensic scientist achieves a level of 
scientific knowledge and experience that 
necessary for conducting specific forensic 
examinations. Appropriate preparation is 
necessary before a person is assigned to 
conduct a forensic examination 58.

Therefore, the earlier the forensic ex-
pert’s research competence is formed, the 
more efficient and productive his practical 
work will be within the limits of the ac-

22.05.2020  р. №  673 (зі змін. та допов.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0502-
20#Text (date accessed: 07.06.2024).

57	 Щербань І., Савченко В. Сутність поняття «дослідницька компетентність» у вітчизня-
ній та зарубіжній літературі. Психолого-педагогічні проблеми сучасної школи. 2021. Вип. 2 
(6). С. 240—247. DOI: 10.31499/2706-6258.2(6).2021.250436 (date accessed: 06.06.2024).

58	 Ashcroft J., Daniels D. J., Hart S. V. Education and Training in Forensic Science: A Guide for 
Forensic Science Laboratories, Educational Institutions, and Students. Washington, 2004. 
64 р. URL: https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/203099.pdf (date accessed: 06.06.2024).

59	 Уйсімбаєва Н. Науково-дослідна діяльність майбутнього фахівця. Наукові записки. Серія: 
Педагогічні науки. 2017. Вип. 88. С. 243—246. URL: https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/83099961.
pdf (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

60	 Nilendu D. Enhancing forensic education: exploring the importance and implementation of 
evidence-based education system. Egyptian Journal of Forensic Sciences. 2024. Vol. 14. Is. 6. DOI: 
10.1186/s41935-023-00375-w (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

61	 Shumba R. Towards a Digital Forensics Competency-Based Program: Making Assessment Count. 
Annual Conference on Digital Forensics, Security and Law (Daytona Beach, Florida; 21.05.2015). 
Daytona Beach, 2015. URL: https://commons.erau.edu/adfsl/2015/thursday/5 (date accessed: 
01.06.2024).

quired expert specialty. We consider the 
conclusion of N. Uysimbaeva to be appro-
priate: “The institution of higher educa-
tion should train a research specialist who 
tries to spread and research new methods 
of work, who should form new ideas and 
be able to implement them in practice. The 
future specialist must develop the skills of 
independent creative scientific work, form 
a circle of his scientific interests, mas-
ter the norms and scientific-methodical 
principles of experimental and research 
activity”  59. In addition, according to the 
Indian scientist D. Nilendu, it is necessary 
to involve educators, practitioners, re-
searchers and politicians in such work for 
cooperation and the implementation of an 
education system based on research and 
evidence (Evidence based education system, 
EBES) in forensic science 60. This hands-on 
approach illustrates how integrating the 
principles of evidence-based learning can 
effectively bridge the gap between theo-
retical knowledge and practical applica-
tion in the field of criminalistics 61 and en-
courage students to critically evaluate and 
analyze information, enabling them to de-
velop a deeper understanding of forensic 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0502-20#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0502-20#Text
DOI: 10.31499/2706-6258.2(6).2021.250436
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concepts and principles 62. Similar conclu-
sion was reached by domestic scientists 
who analyzed the practical experience of 
implementing research work of students 
at the Department of Microbiology, Virol-
ogy and Immunology: the participation of 
students of higher education in research 
work contributes to the formation and de-
velopment in future specialists of the abil-
ity to rationally and effectively acquire and 
apply knowledge in research and in future 
professional and practical activities, read-
iness to improve professional qualifica-
tions and continuous self-education, orga-
nizational and leadership skills 63.

Currently, there are certain problems 
in the educational training of competent 
forensic experts in Ukraine. As noted by 
experts in the field of educational training 
of forensic experts, it is currently impossi-
ble to acquire basic knowledge in the field 
of forensic expert activity while studying at 
higher education institutions in Ukraine. 
Such knowledge is acquired exclusively as 
a result of an internship in a forensic expert 
institution and the completion of appropri-
ate training, which stimulates the industry 
to develop and solve problems, especially 
62	 Ledbetter M. L. S. Vision and Сhange in Undergraduate Biology Education: A Call to Action. 

The Journal of Undergraduate Neuroscience Education. 2012. Vol. 11. Is. 1. Рр. A22—A26. URL: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3592749/ (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

63	 Полянська В. П., Звягольська І. М., Дерев’янко Т. В., Федорченко В. І. Досвід впроваджен-
ня науково-дослідницької роботи студентів на кафедрі мікробіології, вірусології та іму-
нології. Методика навчання природничих дисциплін у середній та вищій школі (XXIX Ка-
ришинські читання), присвячена розробкам моделей підготовки майбутнього вчителя 
до педагогічної діяльності в Новій українській школі : мат-ли міжнар. наук.-практ. конф. 
(Полтава, 26—27.05.2022). Полтава, 2022. С. 182—185. URL: http://dspace.pnpu.edu.ua/han-
dle/123456789/19759 (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

64	 Давиденко Д., Костенко Ю. Напрями розвитку сучасної вищої освіти в галузі судово-екс-
пертної діяльності України. Актуальні питання судової експертизи і  криміналістики  : 
зб. мат-лів міжнар. наук.-практ. конф. з нагоди 100-річ. від дня народж. М. С. Романо-
ва (Харків, 17.05.2024). Харків, 2024. С. 80—81. URL: https://nncise.org.ua/diyalnist/naukova 
(date accessed: 05.06.2024). 

65	 Петрова І. А., Донцова О. С. Зазнач. твір. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11 (date accessed: 
20.05.2024).

66	 Угровецький О. П., Петрова І. А. Зазнач. твір. DOI: 10.32782/2524-0374/2023-9/124 (date 
accessed: 20.05.2024).

in the conditions of martial law and with 
a high need for the activity of a forensic 
expert as a subject of the justice system in 
Ukraine 64. Even experts-practitioners with 
many years of experience working in the 
forensic expert institutions of the Ministry 
of Justice of Ukraine note: “Forensic expert 
(even one who graduated with honors from 
a higher education institution and obtained 
a specialty in a  specific field of knowledge 
in the study of goods and services has un-
dergone additional training in in a certain 
specialty and obtained a qualification cer-
tificate and the right to conduct examina-
tions in the specialty “commodity science”) 
in a period of up to 5 years overcomes the 
stage of professional formation. At the 
same time, he acquires and polishes skills 
and skills, without which it is impossible to 
apply the existing knowledge in his prac-
tical activity, or, much worse, he applies it 
too boldly, self-confidently  65. Nowadays, 
under introduction conditions of various 
reforms, expertise of future forensic expert 
is first formed in the educational space of 
higher education institutions, and later on 
at the workplace during training and per-
formance of official duties 66.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3592749/
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https://nncise.org.ua/diyalnist/naukova
DOI: 10.32353/khrife.1.2020_11
DOI: 10.32782/2524-0374/2023-9/124


Inessa Ovsiannykova, Olena Stepanova, Iryna Shevchenko.  
Regarding research competence of forensic expert. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.3.2024.11

177

The most common problems while ed-
ucational training of competent forensic 
experts are: 
•	 lack of theoretical fundamental trai

ning and practice;
•	 exclusion of disciplines necessary 

for full-fledged training from the 
curriculum; 

•	 educational overload with an exces-
sive number of disciplines not relat-
ed to expert activity;

•	 imperfection of the system of ap-
proaches to the selection of future 
specialists;

•	 insufficient development of the me
chanism for supporting the activi-
ties of specialists;

•	 shortcomings in the system of con-
trol and self-control of the level of 
professional training 67.

To this list can now be added: limited 
access of forensic experts to the necessary 
databases and information resources, the 
latest technical equipment; lack of com-
munication with foreign colleagues, which 
limits professional opportunities and 
prevents domestic experts from gaining 
new practical experience; work and  trai
ning in difficult conditions of martial law 
in  Ukraine, which, of course, negatively 
affects the psychological state of forensic 
expert (a person who intends to become 
a  forensic expert).

Under such conditions, it becomes 
important to improve the level of educa-
tion of a forensic expert, to seek compre-
hensive support from foreign partners 
and to establish new partnership ties 
for the purpose of international cooper-

67	 Кофанов А. В. Деякі аспекти проблематики підготовки судових експертів, їх взаємодії 
з  керівництвом та оцінки проведених ними досліджень. Криміналістичний вісник. 2013. 
№ 2. С. 107—115. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/krvis_2013_2_17 (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

68	 Давиденко Д., Палкова К., Шпак Ю. Значення відкритих освітніх ресурсів для підго-
товки судового експерта. Теорія та практика судової експертизи і криміналістики. 2022. 
Вип. 4 (29). С. 124—133. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.4.2022.06 (date accessed: 01.06.2024).

ation. The creation of a greater number 
of interstate educational projects and 
programs aimed specifically at improv-
ing the research competence of a foren-
sic expert is urgent. An example of such 
cooperation is implemented by National 
Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokar-
ius Forensic Science Institute» of the 
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine and Riga 
Stradin University large-scale project 
“Open Educational Resource: Forensic 
Expertise”, with the help of which a uni-
versal thorough base was created for the 
educational training of forensic experts 
with open remote access to it both from 
the side of higher education students ed-
ucation of various levels of education, as 
well as from the side of academic work-
ers and forensic experts of forensic insti-
tutions of Ukraine and other countries. 
Scientists and practitioners note positive 
results of this project: “experience of the 
Ukrainian-Latvian partnership is a model 
of openness and accessibility of educa-
tional resources that demonstrate a volu-
minous information array, which enables 
the user to carry out self-education in the 
chosen study profile and receive the ap-
propriate training necessary for the for-
mation of professional competencies” 68.

Thus, analysis of scientific sources 
gives grounds to conclude that, from the 
standpoint of a systematic approach, the 
research expertise of forensic expert in-
cludes:
•	 research competence of forensic ex-

pert;
•	 research literacy (including scienti

fic literacy and research skills);

http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/krvis_2013_2_17
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•	 education of a forensic expert (gen-
eral and professional);

•	 practical experience of a forensic 
expert (see Fig.).

RESEARCH COMPETENCE  
OF FORENSIC EXPERT
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Fig. System of elements of research competence of a forensic expert

Conclusions

It is proved that the most urgent problem 
in the formation of research competence 
of forensic experts remains the need for 
high-quality educational training of spe-
cialists. To achieve a greater effect, we 
consider it necessary to choose a strategic 
direction for the training of professional 
specialists even at the stage of obtaining 

professional education by potential foren-
sic experts. In  addition,  the involvement 
of forensic experts-practitioners in such 
an educational process and the creation 
of specialized educational projects is  ex-
tremely important for the accumulation of 
practical experience by a young specialist 
who intends to obtain the qualification of a 
forensic expert. The research competence 
of a forensic expert is generalized as a sys-
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tem of interrelated elements in the  form 
of a visual scheme.

Щодо дослідницької компетентності  
судового експерта

Інесса Овсянникова, Олена Степанова, 
Ірина Шевченко

Широкомасштабне російське втор-
гнення загрожує якості освіти судових 
експертів і залученню до експертної 
діяльності найбільш компетентних та 
відданих справі кадрів, які повинні мати 
не тільки високий рівень знань, а й нави-
чок і вмінь судового експерта, уміти про-
фесійно працювати, постійно шукаючи 
нові шляхи саморозвитку. Мета стат-
ті  — проаналізувати зміст поняття 
«дослідницька компетентність», вио-
кремити проблемні питання щодо фор-
мування дослідницької компетентності 
судових експертів, визначити шляхи їх 
подолання, окреслити системні елемен-
ти дослідницької компетентності судо-
вого експерта. Для досягнення поставле-
ної мети застосовано загальнонаукові 
та спеціальні наукові методи. Наголо-
шено на важливості інтегрування з  єв-
ропейськими освітніми стандартами 
й  імплементації міжнародного досвіду 
кращих світових практик застосуван-
ня освітніх технологій і  програм, які 
сприятимуть підвищенню рівня про-
фесійної підготовки українських судових 
експертів. Зауважено, що фахівці, добре 
обізнані у питаннях криміналістики та 
права, які швидко та якісно аналізують 
вхідну інформацію, здатні застосовува-
ти найефективніші методи для виконан-
ня поставлених перед ними експертних 
завдань. Тож високий рівень освіти й під-
готовки судових експертів важливі для 
забезпечення ефективності судово-екс-
пертної діяльності в Україні.

Ключові слова: експерт; ефектив-
ність; кваліфікація; компетенція; дослід-

ницька компетентність; освіта; освіт-
ній проєкт; судово-експертна діяльність.
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