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This article purpose is to determine the role of Professor M. M. Bokar-
ius in the development of forensic science and criminalistics in
Ukraine, as well as to popularize forensic knowledge and possibili-
ties of their practical application. For achieving this goal, methods
@ @ of cognition and formal logic, historical and biographical methods,

method of comparative research, as well as comparative-legal, his-
torical-comparative, system-structural, system-functional methods
were used. During the study, we used an interdisciplinary approach.
The role of Professor M. M. Bokarius in formation of medical foren-
sic science, forensic medical research and forensic expert activity in
Ukraine in the 20th century was determined. His medical, pedagog-
ical, scientific and expert activity during the 1920s-1960s was ana-
lyzed. Attention is drawn to his performance of forensic medical ac-
tivities in difficult political and economic conditions, in particular
during the Holodomor in Ukraine in 1932-1933, World War II, and
mass famine of 1946-1947. Teaching activities of M. M. Bokarius
for law students (forensic medicine, crime investigation techniques
(criminalistics), and other related disciplines) are considered. He
was an organizer of the educational process and the head of higher
educational institutions and forensic institutions (he held the posi-
tions of head of the department, vice-rector for academic work, and
director of an expert institution). The professor’s scientific legacy
is considered; his main works are analyzed; The subject of scientif-
ic research is systematized (forensic and forensic methods: forensic
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traumatology and thanatology, cadaver phenomena and the stat-
ute of limitations of death, corpse examination at the crime scene,
mechanical asphyxiation, traces of firearms and gunshot wounds,
material evidence). The role of M. M. Bokarius in application of
forensic methods for the investigation of crimes, the establishment
of the forensic direction in forensic medicine and the formation of
medical forensics is argued. The peculiarities of emergence and exis-
tence in our time of the Bokarius Scientific and Pedagogical Forensic
School are substantiated.

Keywords: criminalistics; medical criminalistics; forensic medi-
cine; forensic science; history of criminalistics; history of medical
criminalistics; forensic science activity; forensic science institutions;

forensic medical institutions.

Research Problem Formulation

Important in development of forensic sci-
ence is the forensic direction and the for-
mation of a separate scientific field: medi-
cal criminalistics. M. M. Bokarius made
a significant contribution to development
of medical criminalistics in twentieth cen-
tury L.

Modern researchers rightly raise the
issue of mutual enrichment of forensic
and medical science, relationship of foren-
sic science with other fields of knowledge,
the borrowing of forensic data by medical
sciences 2. Systematized publications also
give separate views on the essence of medi-
cal criminalistics ® or forensic medical crimi-
nalistics *. At the same time, today there
are virtually no works on the study of the
history of the formation of medical foren-

sic science in Ukraine, the significance of
the scientific heritage of M. M. Bokarius
for the development of forensic science
and criminalistics has not been sufficient-
ly analyzed.

Article Purpose

Determine the role of Professor
M. M. Bokarius in development of foren-
sic science and criminalistics in Ukraine.
Popularize forensic knowledge and the
possibilities of its practical application.

Research Methods

Methods of cognition and formal logic
(analysis and synthesis, induction and
deduction, analogy, abstraction, etc.), his-
torical and biographical methods, method

1 Boxkapiyc Mukosa MUKOIaHOBIUY — BUAATHUH CYZOBUN MeJUK i KpuMiHaiicT. [lo 125-pivus
BiZi IHS HAPOPKEHHS : JKUTTEOMHC 1 6i6miorp. mokax. / ykaaz.: B. M. IlleBuyk, O. B. [lyHaes,
0. JI. MycieHko, B. B. Bparinceka. Xapkis, 2024. 160 c. URI: https://dspace.nlu.edu.ua//jspui/
handle/123456789/20359 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

2 fApemuyk B. O. KpuMinamicTH4HI Ta MeJUYHI 3HAHHS: MeXXi BUKOPHUCTAHHS IIPYU PO3CIiZAyBaH-
Hi 3moumHiB. IIpobaemu 3axkonnocmi. 2018. Bum. 142. C. 211—219. DOI: 10.21564/2414-

990x.142.139928 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
Kuo6s0x 3. MeAguInHCKas KpUMUHAIUCTUKA. 2-e usz. [Ipara, 1960. 420 c.

w

4  Ounumnuyk O. B., IlleBuyk M. M. IToCiGHUK 3 CyZ0BO-MeAMYHOI KpUMiHaTiCTUKHY. JIbBiB, 2011.
566 c. ; @rumuyk O. B., T'ypos O. M. Cyz0Bo-MenYHA KPUMIHATICTHKA : IiZPYyIHUK. XapKiB,

2013. 639 c.
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of comparative research, as well as com-
parative legal, historical-comparative, sys-
tem-structural, system-functional meth-
ods are applied. During the study, we used
an interdisciplinary approach.

Analysis of Essential Researches
and Publications

In legal literature, the problems of the
history of forensic science and forensic
examination in Ukraine were covered by:
A. Ishchenko °, N. Klymenko and V. Fed-
chyshyna ¢, V. Olkhovskyi and V. Shepit-
ko 7, S. Tiulieniev and co-authors &, V. Fed-
chyshyna, V. Iusupov °et al. A number of

publications were devoted to history of
forensic science, formation of forensic
science institutions in Ukraine '°. In scien-
tific sources, attention is paid to the pecu-
liarities of the formation of forensic med-
ical institutions in the twentieth century
and the role of M. M. Bokarius is noted .

Main Content Presentation

Mykola Mykolayovych Bokarius (Bokarius
Jr.) is a well-known medical examiner and
forensic scientist, PhD in Medicine, Pro-
fessor, Head of the Department of Forensic
Medicine of the Kharkiv Medical Institute
(currently: Department of Forensic Medicine,

5

6

10
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Imenko A. B. IIpobieMu po3BUTKY HAYKOBUX JOCHII[PKEHb Yy raiysi CyZoBOI €KCIepTusu :
MoHorpadis. Kuis, 1995. 149 c.

Knumenko H., ®egunninza B. 3 icTopii po3BUTKY i cTaHOBIeHHSI KMiBCHKOTO HAYKOBO-Z0-
CJTIZHOTO IHCTUTYTY CYZOBUX eKclepTu3 MiHicTepcTBa rocTurii Vkpainu. Biue. 2013. Ne 14.
C. 8—12. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/viche_2013_14_5 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; ®ea-
ypmuHa B. B. JliTonmC CTaHOBIEHHS 1 PO3BUTKY CYZOBOI €KCIEPTHU3M B YKpaiHi: icTopis
crBopeHHs KuiBchkoro kabiHeTy HayKOBO-CYZOBOI eKCIepTH3U. [Heecmuyii: npakmuka ma
docgid. 2014. Ne 5. C. 107—109. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/ipd_2014_5_25 (date accessed:
20.05.2025).

OnpxoBcbkuil B. O., llemniteko B. 10. IIpodecop M. M. Bokapiyc: cysoBUH MeAUK Ta KPUMi-
HaJICT. Bnposadscenns cywacHux Haykosux 0ocsieHeHb 8 Cy008y eKkcnepmu3y : MaT-Iu Bceykp.
HayK.-IIPaKT. KOH®. 3 MIXHApP. y9acTIo, IPUCBAY. 140-pid. 3 gHA Hapomx. mpod. M. C. Boxka-
piyca Ta 110-piu. 3 zHa HapomK. npod. M. M. Bokapiyca (BokapiycOoBChKi unTaHHS; XapKiB,
10—11.09.2009). Xapkis, 2009. C. 34—36 ; IcTopis kpuMiHaTicTKY / BenKa ykpaiHCchKa I0pU-
AUYHA eHIUKIoneAis : y 20 T. T. 20 : KpuMiHamicTHKa, Cy0Ba eKCIIepTHU3a, IOpUANYIHA IICHU-
xosoris / peakoa.: B. 10. llemiTeko (rosioBa) Ta iH. 2018. C. 344—347 ; IcTOpis CyZOBO-EKCIIEPT-
HUX YCTaHOB B YkpaiHi / Tam camo. C. 347—348.

Tionenes C. A., CninuHa I. O., CimakoBa-E€dpemsan E. B., Xoma B. B. Kopoxi Ta KoposeBu
cyzoBoi ekciepTusu: 100-piuus HarioHaapHOTO HAyKOBOTO IeHTPY “IHCTUTYT CYZOBUX €KC-
neptus imM. 3aci. npod. M. C. Bokapiyca” : moHorpadisa. Xapkis, 2023. 240 c. URL: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1H_UhLVru6sQhUTNEB0QcuulPixHrgsMU/view (date accessed:
20.05.2025).

HOcymos B. IcTopis GopMyBaHHS ZOKTPUHY KPUMIHAJIICTUKY B YKpaiHi. IIpaso Ykpainu. 2021.
Ne 8. C. 44—64. DOI: 10.33498/louu-2021-08-044 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Foro x. Kpuwmina-
jictuka B YkpaiHi y XX — Ha nmovatky XXI cT. (icTopuko-TeopeTHYHe JOCIi/IKeHHs) : aBTO-
ped. puc. ... a-pa opuj. Hayk. Kuis, 2018. 42 c. URI: https://elar.navs.edu.ua/items/6b356060-
5726-450f-ae35-f7118ale3d10 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

IleBuyk B. M., JKypagens B. A., IlleniTeko B. }0. Ta iH. KpuMiHanicTHKa : TiZPYYHUK / 32 pes.
B. M. IlleBuyka. XapkiB, 2024. C. 49—61.

OcymoB B. B. PO3BHUTOK YKPaiHCBKUX CYZOBO-MEeJUYHMX 3aKJIAJiB y IEpPIIil IIOJOBUHI
XX cromitTs. Haykosuil gichuk HayioHanvHoi akademii eHympiwHix cnpag. 2017. Ne 3 (104).
C. 301—317. URL: https://surl.lt/axkhvm (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
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Medical Law named after prof. M. S. Bokari-
us of Kharkiv National Medical University),
Head of the Department of Criminalistics
and Forensic Medicine of the Kharkiv Law
Institute (currently: Department of Foren-
sic Medicine, Medical law named after prof.
M. S. Bokarius of Yaroslav Mudryi National
Law University), Director of Kharkiv In-
stitute of Forensic Examination (current-
ly: National Scientific Center “Hon. Prof.
M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute”) 2.
M. M. Bokarius was born in the family
of an outstanding forensic physician and
forensic scientist M. S. Bokarius ¥, who sig-
nificantly influenced the choice of future

profession by his son: his father proved
that a person is someone only when he has
a goal that becomes the meaning of life .
Therefore, forensic medicine and forensic
science became the meaning of Mykola
Mykolayovych life. He was a creative per-
son, he was fond of not only science and
medical practice; it is also known about
his passion for philately.

M. M. Bokarius received a medical
education: after graduating with hon-
ors from the gymnasium (1917), he en-
tered the medical faculty of the Imperial
Kharkiv University, which he graduated
(1924) as the Kharkiv Institute of Public

12

13

14

Information about M. M. Bokarius is covered in special sources, for example: Kadeapa
KPUMIiHaJIICTUKU: ICTOPIisA CTAHOBJIEHHS Ta PO3BUTKY. Jlo 80-piuus 3acHyBaHHS : MOHOI'padid /
3apez. B.10. IllerriThKa. XapkiB, 2020. C. 34—36,87—88 ; JTicoBuii B. M., Tamifi B. 1., Cramuc B. B.
Ta iH. /IBi XapKiBChKi HAYKOBI IIIKOJIM B 3KUTTEBIH 0J1i mpodecopiB BokapiyciB. BnpogadiceHHs
CYHacHUX Haykosux docsieHeHy ... . C. 5—7 ; Bokapuyc Hukonai HukosnaeBud / DHIIUKIOIE NS
KPUMUHATHUCTUKY B JINIAX ; TOA. peA. B. 10. [llenutbko. XappKoB, 2014. C. 41—44 ; Bokapiyc
Muxkosa MukonaiioBud / Benrka ykpaiHChKa I0pUANYHA eHIIUKIone id ... . T. 20 ... . C. 53—
55 ; Ileniteko B., lleniTbko M. KpumiHanpHe IIpaBo, KPUMIHATICTUKA Ta CYZOBI HAYKH :
eHITUKJIoNeis. Xapkis, 2021. C. 68—70.

E.g.: Kadbegpa kpuMiHATICTUKY ... . C. 84—87 ; OnpxoBcbkuii B. 0., I'y6in M. B., Cokoi B. K.,
KonmoBan H. C., Hapixna A. B. Ilejaroriuna cnagmmuHa 3aciaykeHoro mpodecopa
M. C. Bokapiyca. AkmyaavHi nUmMaHHa AiHe8ICMuKU, npogeciiiHoi AiHe800UOAKMUKL, NCUX0102i1
i nedazoeiku guwyoi wkoau : 36. cr. IV MixHap. Hayk.-ipakT. kKoH®. (IloaTaBa, 07—08.11.2019).
IlonTaBa, 2019. C. 304—308. URI: https://surl.li/qmofde (date accessed: 10.05.2025) ;
IlenmiTeko B. 0. BueHMH cyzoBUII MeAMK Ta KpUMiHaicT 3aciyxeHUil mpodecop
Muxkosa CeprifioBud Bokapiyc. BnposadiceHHs CydacHux Haykosux 0ocsieHeHs ... . C. 33—
34 ; JlecoBoit B. H., OnpxoBckuii B. A., BorzapeHko B. B. 3HaueHMe paboT 3aciIy>KEHHOTO
npocdeccopa H. C. Bokapryca B KOHTEKCTE Pa3BUTHSI OTE€UECTBEHHON CyZe6HON MeJUIIHEL
Havana XX Beka. Teopis ma npakmuka cy0oeoi ekcnepmusu i kpuminaaicmuku. 2009. Bur. 9.
C. 574—584 ; JlicoBuii B. M., OnbxoBcbkuit B. O., KpaBuenko 0. M., M’sicoezos B. B. CioBo
PO BUMTEsA: 70 150-piuds 3 AHS HapoJKeHHs 3aciyxeHoro npodecopa M. C. Bokapiyca.
AxmyanvHi numanHs cy0ogoi excnepmusu i kpuminasicmuku : 36. Mar-n1iB MDKHap. HayK.-
MIPaKT. KOH., IpUCBAY. 150-pid. 3 AHA HapomXK. 3acu. mpod. M. C. Bokapiyca (Xapkis, 18—
19.04.2019). Xapxkis, 2019. C. 4—7. URL: https://surl.lu/jzayni (date accessed: 10.05.2025) ;
Olemitexko B. 0. Kpuminamictmka : migpyunmk. Kuis, 2010. C. 36 ; IlemiTeko B. IO.,
Kypasens B. A., Konosasosa B. O. Ta in. KpumMmiHanicTuKka : mifpydHuk : y 2 T. T. 1 / 3a pez.
B. 10. IlTemiTbka. XapkiB, 2019. C. 30 ; llemiTeko B., Illeniteko M. 3asna4. TBip. C. 70—74 ;
®ecronin B. M., Tankin A. C. “ApxiB KpumiHoiorii Ta cyzoBux Hayk” i HayKoBa CHaZIIMHA
M. C. Boxkapiyca (0za2008a cmamms). Apxig Kpuminonoeii ma cydosux Hayk. 2020. Ne 2. C. 77—
86. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/acrfs_2020_2_16 (date accessed: 10.05.2025) et al.

ITepuesa JK. W. OTer u ChIH : BBICTYILI. Ha KOH}. cyzeb. Mez. / Pertosurapiit XapKiBChKOTO
HaIliOHAJIBHOT'O MEUYHOTO YHiBepcUTeTY : BebcaiiT. 2014-11-25. URI: https://repo.knmu.edu.
ua/items/f3668619-3747-4e48-b63f-bch9201ffe9c (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
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Education * (currently: Kharkiv National
Medical University).

Mykola Mykolayovych began his
practical medical and pedagogical activi-
ties quite early — in his student years he
helped his father in practical classes at the
Department of Forensic Medicine of the
Women’s Medical Institute (1919—1920) '°.

M. M. Bokarius, as a highly organized
person, “could combine forensic, forensic
and forensic medical activities” V. In par-
ticular, he headed the identification sec-
tion (since 1924), then section of forensic
biological research of the Research Insti-
tute of Forensic Examination in Kharkiv
(currently: National Scientific Center “Hon.
Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science In-
stitute”) was an assistant director (since
1925) and later Director of this institution
(1931—1941, 1944—1946) =,

During 1930—1931, M. M. Bokari-
us worked as an assistant of the Depart-

ment of Forensic Medicine of the Kharkiv
Medical Institute, its head (1931-1966),
Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs (1952—
1964), Academic Secretary of the Council
of Professors (1933—1937); Head of the
Department of Forensic Medicine of the
Kharkiv Institute of Advanced Medical
Studies . He received the academic title
of Professor in 1931.

M. M. Bokarius’ forensic work as
a forensic scientist fell on difficult po-
litical and economic times: Holodomor
in Ukraine (1932—1933) %, the Second
World War (1939—1945), and the mass
famine (1946—1947).

In 1933, famine and typhus reigned
in Ukraine. The Kharkiv morgue and re-
gional morgues of the region received
8,940 corpses at that time, which was
9 times higher than the figures of previ-
ous years .. In addition, “despite the obvi-
ous artificial correction of the data of the

15 OmpxoBckuil B. A., Hlenutbko B. 0. Boxapuyc Hukomaii HuxkosaeBuu / KoHrpecc

16

17
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19
20

21

KpPUMUHAJINCTOB : BebcaiT. 11.10.2012. URL: http://crimcongress.com/portretnaya/bokari-
us-nikolaj-nikolaevich/ (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

Some sources indicate the earlier years of M. M. Bokarius practice — E.g.: Kadeapa
KPUMIHAMICTUKA ... . C. 87—88 ; Orel] u cblH BoKapuychl: K 145-JI€THIO CO AHS POXIEHUA
Huxonaa Cepreesuua bokapuyca, orua u 115-jetuio co gHA poxaeHusa Hukosaa Hukona-
eBuya, chiHA. JKU3HB, OTZaHHAs CyAeOHOU MegunMHe : IIpeseHTan. / cocT.: JI. B. Ckpum-
yeHko, C. A. KpaBuenko, B. B. BuckoBa. XappkoB, 2014. URL: https://www.calameo.com/
read/00289404554f35744ea74 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

Bokapiyc Muxkosa MukosnafioBud — BugaTHUH ... . URL: https://dspace.nlu.edu.ua//jspui/han-
dle/123456789/20359 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

Boxapiyc Mukosna MukosnaioBud / Benrka ykpainceka ... . C. 54.

Tam camo.

Only in 2019, the Security Service of Ukraine opened criminal proceedings against the per-
petrators of the genocide and conducted a number of comprehensive forensic examinations,
which found that the communist totalitarian regime in 1932—1933 in the Ukrainian SSR and
the North Caucasus region killed 10 million 500 thousand Ukrainians, including 4 million chil-
dren. See: Tenomuy ykpaiHchkoi Hanii 1932—1933. MiXKHapOAHO-IIPABOBi aKTH, 3aKOHO/AB-
CTBO YKpaiHu, MaTepialu JOCYyAOBUX PO3CIifyBaHb / yrnopsz.: M. TepacuMenko, B. ITunun-
uyK, B. [IlenniTbko Ta iH. XapKiB, 2024. 656 c. ; CyZ0Bi eKCIIepTU3U: MaTepiaJu KpUMiHaIbHOT'O
NIPOBA/XKEHHS 11010 TeHOU MY YKpaiH1iB 1932—1933 pp. / ynopsaz.: B. Kypaseins, M. I'epacu-
MeHKo, B. [Tninmuyk, B. IlleniTbko. KuiB ; Xapkis, 2024. 582 c.

Kpasuenxo 0., Baparuyk B. Poxs mpodecopa M. M. Bokapiyca y po3BUTKY XapKiBCBKOI CyZAO0-
BO-MeAMYHOI CIIY)K0U Ta AisIbHOCTI XapKiBChKOT0 001aCHOTO DI0PO CYZA0BO-MeUIHOI eKCIIep-
Ttusu. Kpuminasicmuka i cy0oea meduyuHa 8 YMOBAX CYUACHUX BUKAUKIE Ma 2100aAbHUX 3a2P03

17
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death registration books of all regions of
the Ukrainian SSR for 1932-1933 with signs
of professional medical-statistical and
demographic intervention, even with the
deficit of a multiple majority of death reg-
istration records, the available unnatural-
ly adjusted information is such that with
sufficient probability it allows us to deter-
mine a direct causal relationship between
the death of 85-90% of the Ukrainian pop-
ulation in 1932-1933. And the lack of food.
In other words,, the onset of the death of
Ukrainians in 1932-1933. “Directly related
to hunger, its complications, or the dis-
eases that accompany it (hunger) and is
in a direct causal relationship with food
shortages” %.

In 1933, M. M. Bokarius was appoint-
ed city forensic medical inspector *, he
headed the forensic medical morgue of
Kharkiv (1933—1937), the regional foren-
sic medical expert (1943—1952), Principal
forensic medical inspector of the People’s
Commissariat of Health of the Ukrainian
SSR (1933—1934, 1936—1937) 2.

M. M. Bokariuswasamember of the Ex-
traordinary State Commission for the De-
tection and Investigation of the Atrocities
of the German Fascist Invaders and Their
Accomplices in the Occupied Territories

of Kharkiv and Donetsk Regions. In No-
vember 1943, the first public trial of fascist
criminals was held in Kharkiv, which par-
ticipants of referred to extracts from doc-
uments prepared by M. M. Bokarius *.
Conclusion of the commission of experts
on destruction by the Nazis of prisoners
of war of officers and soldiers of the Red
Army appeared at the International Mili-
tary Tribunal over the main German war
criminals, Nuremberg Trials .

Important for the formation of Profes-
sor M. M. Bokarius as a forensic scientist
was his more than 30 years of teaching at
the Kharkiv Law Institute, which at various
times was called the Kharkiv Institute of
National Economy, All-Ukrainian Commu-
nist Institute of Soviet Construction and
Law (currently: Yaroslav Mudryi National
Law University). He started working in this
institute earlier than in the medical one %.

The scientist successfully combined
all areas of his work with teaching at
Kharkiv Law Institute, where he Held the
positions of assistant (1925—1928), Do-
cent(1928—1931), Professor (1931—1940,
1944—1948) and Head of the Department
of Criminalistics and Forensic Medicine
(1939—1941). M. M. Bokarius was also
a member of the Academic Council for the

22

23

24

25

26

27

36. MaT-J1iB MbKHap. HayK.-IPakT. KOH., IPUCBAY. 125-pid. Biz AHA Hapomx. mpod. M. M. Bo-
Kapiyca Ta 85-pid. kad. kpuMiHamicTuku Har. ropuz. yH-TY iM. fIpociaBa Mygporo (Xapkis,
12.11.2024). XapkiB, 2024. C. 48. URIL: https://dspace.nlu.edu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/20356
(date accessed: 20.05.2025).

BUCHOBOK KOMILTIEKCHOI CyZI0BO-MeJUYIHOI eKcIlepTu3u / TeHomum A yKpaiHChbKoi Hamii 1932—
1933 ... . C. 626.

Oten 1 cblH BoKapuycHI ...
(date accessed: 20.05.2025).
Boxapuyc Hukonait HukosaeBud / DHIMKIONEAU ... . C. 42.
ITepuesa JX. “ByTu noguHOIO cepes nmofelt” (7o 125-pivus 3 AHS HapokeHHs mpodecopa
M. M. Boxkapiyca). Kpuminanicmuxka i cydoga meduyuna ... . C. 71—72. URI: https://dspace.nlu.
edu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/20356 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

Orer; u cbiH Bokapuycsl ... . URL: https://www.calameo.com/books/00289404554f35744ea74
(date accessed: 20.05.2025).

OnpxoBcbkui B. O., IllenmiTeko B. 10. 3a3Hay. TBip.

18
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Protection of PhD and Doctoral disserta-
tions in Legal Sciences (1940—1950) .

Mykola Mykolaiovych entered the his-
tory of the Department of Criminalistics
of the Yaroslav Mudryi National Law Uni-
versity as its first Head ». He also taught
forensic medicine and related disciplines
in legal courses for police cadets, investi-
gators and prosecutors (in particular, mil-
itary one).

The range of scientific interests and
the main subject of scientific researches
of M. M. Bokarius: ballistics (traces of the
use of firearms) *, methods of forensic
and forensic research ®!, thanatology, fo-
rensic traumatology, cadaver phenomena
and prescription of death, mechanical as-
phyxiation, research of material evidence.
The scientist made a significant contribu-
tion to the development of medical foren-
sics — a complex field of knowledge that
is used in legal activities for the successful
detection and investigation of crimes *.
Medical criminalistics reflects a certain
connection between forensic medicine
and the theory of forensic evidence *.

M. M. Bokarius is the author of more
than 200 research papers. The most im-
portant of them are: On microdiagnostics
at the entrance of each bullet lumen in the
forensic examination of a corpse (1928),

Practical instructions for the technique of sci-
entific research of crimes (1931), Police offi-
cer’s companion during the examination of
a corpse at the scene or its discovery (1933),
New in methods of medical and forensic re-
search (1936), Lecture on Forensic Medicine -
Procedural Part (1937), Lecture on Forensic
Medicine - Asphyxia) (1937), Forensic Med-
ical Examination and its Importance (1940),
Information for practical classes on the study
of injuries of individual organs (1942), His-
tory of Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Kharkiv
Research Institute of Forensic Examinations
(1947), XXV years of work of the Hon. Prof.
M. S. Bokarius Kharkiv Research Institute
of Forensic Examinations (1948), To establi-
shing caliber of bullets for gunshot injuries of
the skull bones (in co-authorship; 1956), Role
of Honored Professor Emeritus N. S. Bokarius
in the development of forensic examination
in Ukraine (1956), Work of Honored Professor
N. S. Bokarius in the field of research of ma-
terial evidence (1956), Life and work of Pro-
fessor Emeritus Nikolai Serheevych Bokarius
(1966) et al.

Research paper: On microdiagnostics of
the entrance lumen of each bullet lumen during
forensic medical examination of a corpse is
actually his dissertation. In literary sourc-
es, it was sometimes called a “diploma” or
“internship” that qualification commission

28 Kadegpa KpuMiHATICTUKY ... ; lllermiTeko B., MlenmiThko M. 3azHau. TBip. C. 69.

29 Tam camo.

30

31

32

33

Boxapuyc H. H. OrHecTpesbHBIe IOBPEXAEHU : CTeHOrp. 5-H jek1. npod. H. H. Bokapuyca
04.10.1952 . 4. 1. XappKoB, 1952. 28 c. ; Tam ke : ... 6-i JeKi]. ... 11.10.1952 r. 4. 2. XapbKoB,
1952. 36 c.

Thanatology is a branch of medicine that studies the state of the human body in its final stage
of the pathological process, the dynamics and mechanisms of dying, the immediate causes
of death, clinical, biochemical and morphological manifestations of gradual cessation of life.
Shepitko V. Yu., Olkhovsky V. O., Shepitko M. V. The process of scientific knowledge integra-
tion in crime prevention and trends of medical criminalistics development in Ukraine in
XIX — early XX century. Wiadomosci Lekarskie. 2020. T. LXIIL. Nr 1. Pp. 176—179. DOI: 10.36740/
WLek202001133 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

[Temnitoko B. 10., leniTbko M. B. IIpobieMu MeIHOT KpUMIHAIICTHUKY y IIpansx npodecopa
M. C. Bokapiyca. AkmyaavHi numauus cydogoi excnepmusit ... . C. 7—8. URL: https://surl.lu/
jzayni (date accessed: 10.05.2025).
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recognized as “the best of all the works pro-
tected up to that time and one that has import-
ant practical significance not only for forensic
medicine, but also for pathological anatomy
and surgery” *. As a part-time assistant,
M. M. Bokarius defended this internship
at the Qualification Commission of the
Kharkiv Medical Institute (1928) %. This
research paper contains an introduction,
literary material, his own observations and
research, conclusions and practical instruc-
tions. In particular, the subsection: Own
observations and research has the following
structural components: 1) establishment in
the masses destroyed by tissue damage of
scattered fibers of clothing through which
a bullet penetrated the body; 2) accumu-
lation in the mass of tissues destroyed by
damage of torn hair particles, which are
introduced into the initial parts of the bul-
let channel; 3) the nature of the destruction
of hairs damaged by the bullet and dust
particles with a violation of their integri-
ty; 4) the phenomena of heating hairs and
their burning, if the shot is made in a part
of the skin where there is hair; 5) the depo-
sition of powder soot particles on the sur-
face of the hair located next to the entrance
hole; 6) establishment of the introduction
of soot particles into the mass of damaged
tissues in the area of the skin lumen next
to the entrance hole; 7) establishment of
the accumulation of incompletely burned
dust particles in the area of the skin adja-
cent to the edge of the wound lumen and in

34 Ilepuena JK. H. OTe1l u CBIH ...

35 Oren u chlH BOKapuycHl ...
(date accessed: 20.05.2025).

the mass of tissues at the beginning of the
bullet channel; 8) the nature of blood distri-
bution in the area of tissues adjacent to the
wound surface of the beginning of the bul-
let canal directly next to the lumen of the
bullet entrance hole; 9) determination of
the presence of a sedimentation ring along
the edge of the skin lumen of the bullet en-
trance hole. The manuscript of this scien-
tific work was transferred to the library of
Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University in
2020.

Important is the essay by M. M. Boka-
rius about his father : Life and Work of Pro-
fessor Emeritus Nikolai Sergeevich Bokar-
ius (1966), which contains important
biographical data about M. S. Bokarius, the
stages of his life and photo illustrations.
M. M. Bokarius notes that the activities of
Mykola Serhiiovych were multidirectional:
along with the scientific and pedagogical at
the Department of Forensic Medicine, he
carried out active practical, organization-
al and public work... It can be confidently
stated that Mykola Serhiiovych not only
loved teaching and successfully organized
the educational process had a congenital
predisposition to pedagogical activity.

M. M. Bokarius completed this essay
in 1966, but never published it. Almost fif-
ty years later (during 2013—2015), the jour-
nal First Printed Forensic Scientist” in the
section: Anthology of Criminalistics finally
published a reprint of this work in five is-
sues (Ne 6—10) *°,

. URL: https://repo.knmu.edu.ua/items/f3668619-3747-4e48-
b63f-bch9201ffe9c (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
. URL: https://www.calameo.com/books/00289404554f35744ea74

36 Boxapuyc H. H. )Ku3Hb U JeATeJbHOCTD 3aciay:keHHoro npodeccopa Hukomnasa Cepreesuya
Bokapuyca. Kpuminanicm nepuodpykosaruil. 2013. Ne 6. C. 163—171. URL: https://surl.li/jnjyzr
(date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; Tam sxe. Ne 7. C. 135—148. URL: https://surl.li/dliewa (date ac-
cessed: 20.05.2025) ; Tam »xe. 2014. Ne 8. C. 138—149. URL: https://surl.lu/utphht (date accessed:
20.05.2025) ; Tam xe. No 9. C. 134—153. URL: https://surl.li/ujmyln (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ;
Tam >xe. 2015. Ne 10. C. 89—108. URL: https://surl.li/fwjxmn (date accessed: 20.05.2025)
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Scientific forensic school created by
M. M. Bokarius ¥ has many outstanding
students and followers: he has prepared
4 doctors and 26 PhDs. Among his stu-
dents are well-known professors B. Zorin,
M. Marchenko, V. Kononenko, M. Strilets,
V. Tatarenko, V. Tsypkovskyi, V. Kolma-
kov, and PhDs in Medicine: K. Bokarius,
M. Hubin, H. Holobrodskyi, N. Namest-
nikova, V. Moisieiev, L. Sotnikova, E. Tu-
nina, et al. 8

In particular, the senior lecturer of
the Department of Criminalistics of the
Kharkiv Law Institute E. Tunina taught fo-
rensic medicine and forensic psychiatry
(late 1950s — 1970s), defended her disser-
tation: Maceration. Until the establishment
of the period of stay of the corpse in the water
for the degree of PhD in Medicine (1950) *.

Among the students of M. M. Boka-
rius are a well-known forensic scientist,
Professor V. Kolmakov, who defended his
PhD dissertation (Methods of Investiga-
tion of Murder Cases with Dismemberment
of Corpses, 1941) and doctoral (Forensic
Methods of Investigation and Prevention of
Crimes against Life, 1962) theses in juris-
prudence and worked for a long time at
the Department of Criminalistics of the
Kharkiv Law Institute: Senior lecturer, Do-
cent (1946—1952) and Head of the Depart-
ment of Criminalistics (1952—1957) “°.

In fact, the students of M. M. Bokarius
include O. Kolesnichenko (his nephew),
who took refuge with his uncle after be-
ing seriously injured during the Second
World War and, on his advice, entered the

Kharkiv Law Institute. O. Kolesnichenko is
a well-known forensic scientist, Doctor of
Law, Professor, Head of the Department of
Criminalistics (1957—1981) .

Confirmation of development of the
scientific school of M. M. Bokarius has the-
ses defended over the past 30 years at the
Department of Forensic Science of Yaroslav
Mudryi National Law University: Investi-
gation of Murders in the Absence of a Corpse
(0. Bululukov, 1997), Methods of Investigation
of Murders with Dismemberment of a Corpse
(I. Borysenko, 1999), Tactical Operations in
the Investigation of Murders Committed by
Organized Groups and Criminal Organiza-
tions (S. Zdorovko, 2002), Forensic Charac-
teristics of Contract Murders (M. Kostenko,
2003), Methods of Investigation of Murders
Concealed by Staging (V. Semenohov, 2004),
Correlation Dependencies Between Elements
of Forensic Characteristics and their Use in
methods of Murder Investigation (V. Synchuk,
2004), Investigation of Serial Sexual-Sadistic
murders (organizational and tactical princi-
ples) (M. Kupianskyi, 2016), Fundamentals
of the methodology for investigating murders
combined with the alienation of citizens’ hous-
ing (V. Sukhodubov, 2019) et al. #

The Bokarius school of thought is also
evident in teaching. During the training of
personnel, M. M. Bokarius “creatively com-
bined new scientific forensic and forensic data
with practical material and rich illustrations.
He preserved and improved the principles and
methods of independent work of students, pro-
vided them with modern educational, scien-
tific and methodological literature, believing

37 JlicoBu#i B. M., Tani# B. ., Cramuc B. B. Ta in. 3a3Had. TBip.

38 KozaueHnko I. M. BaTbko ¥ cuH Bokapiycu — BugaTHI GyHZATOPH BiTYM3HSHOI CyZOBOI eKc-
neptusu. Teopia ma npakmuka cydosoi ekcnepmua3u i kpuminaaicmuku. 2016. Bum. 16. C. 427—
435. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Tpsek_2016_16_59 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

39 Kadegpa KpuMiHATICTUKH ... . C. 176.

40 Kosmaxos BikTop ITaBmoBud / Benmka ykpaiHcbKa ... . C. 386—388.

41 Kadezapa KpUMiHATICTUKH ... . C. 93—94.
42 Kadezapa KpUMIHATICTUKH ... .
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that independent work of students should be
the main means of acquiring knowledge” *.

Currently, at the Department of Crim-
inalistics of the Yaroslav Mudryi National
Law University, continuing the tradition
started by the father of M. M. Bokarius
(M. S. Bokarius at the Faculty of Law of the
Imperial Kharkiv University, (later — at
the Kharkiv Law Institute) taught a course
of forensic medicine for lawyers, and later
academic discipline: Crime Investigation
Technique (Criminalistics) **), in addition
to the disciplines of forensic science, they
teach a course of forensic medicine and
psychiatry.

Significant contribution of M. M. Bo-
karius to the development of forensic sci-
ence and forensic examination is reflected
in the published works about professors of
the Yaroslav Mudryi National Law Univer-
sity ¥ and about highly qualified scientists
of National Scientific Center “Hon. Prof.
M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Insti-
tute” .

Confirmation of a significant contri-
bution to the creation of a separate fo-
rensic direction of forensic medicine by
M. S. Bokarius and M. M. Bokarius is the

holding of Bokarius readings in Ukraine,
where both forensic doctors and forensic
lawyers present reports. The first Bokari-
us Readings took place in Ukraine in 2006
and later became traditional.

The merit of M. M. Bokarius is the
organization and management of pro-
fessional public non-governmental or-
ganizations that united forensic doctors
and criminologists. It was Mykola Myko-
laiovych who founded the Kharkiv Society
of Forensic Physicians and Criminalists in
1948 ¥. He was a member of the board of
the All-Union Scientific Society of Foren-
sic Physicians, the Ukrainian Scientific So-
ciety of Forensic Physicians and Forensic
Scientists, headed the Kharkiv Scientific
Society of Forensic Physicians and Foren-
sic Scientists, and was a member of the
board of the Kharkiv Scientific Medical
Society.

M. M. Bokarius paid considerable at-
tention to publishing activities in the field
of forensic medicine and criminalistics: in
particular, he participated in the work of
the editorial board of the scientific jour-
nal: Forensic Medical Examination”, foun-
ded in 1957 .

43

44
45

46

47

48

OnbxoBcbkuii B. O., I'y6in M. B., Cokox B. K. BuranyBauHs nam’sti nmpodecopis Bokapiycis —
Muxonu CepritioBuua Ta Mukonu Mukonatiosuda. Hadbanms cyuacnoi enidemionoeii ma 6ioc-
MAMUCMUKU 5K 3anopyKa NOKpaweHHs 2pomadcvkozo 300poe’s 8 Ykpaini : MaT-1u HayK.-IPaKT.
KoH®. (3 Harogu 120-piy. Biz gHS Hapomk. 3. A. TypeBuYa, BUJAT. COllia-TirieHicTa, 3aB. Kad.
cotl. ririeHu Ta opr-uii oxopoHu 3x0poB’s XMI). (Xapkis, 18.04.2019). Xapkis, 2019. C. 16—17.
URL: https://repo.knmu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/24197 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
Kadenpa KpuMiHATICTUKI ... .

ITpodecopu HarioHaabHOI IOpUANYHOIL akageMil Ykpainu imeHi fpocnraBa Myzporo. Xapkis,
2004. 128 c. ; Tam camo / pegkoi.: B. SI. Tariit (rosnoB. pex.) Ta iH. Xapkis, 2009. 144 c. ; Tam
camo / peakoi.: A. I1. TeTbMaH (rosoBa) Ta iH. 3-T€ BUA., 3MiH. I 0TOB. XapKiB, 2024. 236 C. ;
Kadezpa kpuMiHamicTUKY ... . et al.

Haykosui Bummoi kBanidikanii HarjioHaTpHOr0 HayKOBOTO LEeHTPY “IHCTUTYT CyZOBUX €KC-
neptus iM. 3aci. npod. M. C. Bokapiyca” : noBigk. Buj. / aBT.-ykia.: O. M. Kiioes, E. B. Ci-
MakoBa-€ppemsan, B. B. Xoma. Xapkis, 2020. 144 c. URL: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1L2AiwTcHWkzfqf Ts82f6seaVaiS10-1V/view (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

Toruapenko B. C. 3a3nau. TBip. C. 433. URL: https://vkslaw.com.ua/index.php/journal/article/
download/325/296/ (date accessed: 24.04.2025).

Bokapiyc Mukosia MukosiatioBud / Benuka ykpaiHcbka ... . C. 54 ; Kosauenko I. M. 3a3Hauy.
TBip. C. 434. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Tpsek_2016_16_59 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).
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For his contribution to the develop-
ment of scientific and practical activities
in forensic medicine and criminalistics,
M. M. Bokarius was repeatedly award-
ed state, government and departmental
awards: the Order of the Red Banner of
Labor, the Order of Lenin, the medal: For
Valorous Work in the Great Patriotic War of
1941—1945%.

In 2005, a memorial plaque with the
inscription was installed in honor of
Professor Bokarius on the facade of the
building housing the Department of Fo-
rensic Medicine and Medical Law named
after Professor Bokarius of the Kharkiv
National Medical University (14/16 Dm-
ytrivska St., Kharkiv): “In 1943-1952, the
Kharkiv Regional Bureau of Forensic Med-
icine was headed by a prominent national
scientist and teacher, Head of the Depart-
ment of Forensic Medicine of the Kharkiv
Medical Institute, Professor Mykola Bokar-
ius”. In 2009, the Museum of History of
the Department of Forensic Medicine
of Kharkiv National Medical University
and the Kharkiv Regional Bureau of Fo-
rensic Medicine updated museum expo-
sition and made a wax sculpture of Pro-
fessor M. M. Bokarius *°. By the decision
of the Presidium of the Kharkiv Medical
Society of 28.05.2008 on the occasion of
the 60" anniversary of the Kharkiv Soci-
ety of medical Examiners and Forensic
scientists, this association was awarded
the honorary name of Professor Mykola
Mykolaiovych Bokarius *.

Conclusions

Performed research made possible to
trace the history of the formation of med-
ical forensics and the formation of foren-
sic activity in Kharkiv in the 1920s-1960s.
The scientific, pedagogical and practical
medical path of M. M. Bokarius is consid-
ered and his role in the development of
forensics and forensic science is noted. Of
particular importance are research papers
by M. M. Bokarius on medical forensics
and his contribution to the formation of
a complex of forensic knowledge and the-
ory of evidence, special knowledge that is
still used to successfully investigate and
solve criminal offenses.

It is worth remembering that the fo-
rensic work of M. M. Bokarius fell on dif-
ficult political and economic times: Ho-
lodomor in Ukraine (1932—1933), World
War II (1939—1945), mass famine (1946—
1947).

The scientist also paid much atten-
tion to organizational, public and peda-
gogical activities, held senior positions
in educational institutions and forensic
institutions, headed the Kharkiv Society
of Forensic Physicians and Criminalists.
Another merit of M. M. Bokarius, talented
teacher and leader with outstanding or-
ganizational and managerial skills is the
teaching of the discipline Crime Investiga-
tion Technique (Criminalistics) to lawyers.

Researches of M. M. Bokarius are re-
lated to the problems of forensic medicine,

49 Ilemiteko B., IllenmiTbko M. 3asHau. TBip. C. 70 ; Bokapiyc Mukonra Mukomnaiiosud / Bennka

VKpaiHChKa ... etal.

50 JlosoBuii A. 1., Jlicouii B. M., M’sscoezioB B. B., OnbxoBchkuii B. O., [lepeua JI. M., Borza-
penko B. B. BHeCOK Mukonu Cepru/IOBan i MI/IKOJII/I MI/IKOJIaI/IOBI/I‘{a Boxkapiycis y pOSBI/ITOK
Cy,ZLOBOl €KCIIepTHU3U Ta KpuMiHaricTuku. Teopis ma npakmuxa cyoosoi ekcnepmuai i KpuMina-
aicmuxu. 2014. Bui. 14. C. 430—441. URL: https://khrife-journal.org/index.php/journal/issue/

view/13/2014-1 (date accessed: 20.05.2025).

51 OmpxoBchkui B. O., IlTermiThko B. 0. 3a3nau. TBip ; Koszauenko I. M. 3asnau. TBip. URL: http://
nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Tpsek_2016_16_59 (date accessed: 20.05.2025) ; IllemiTpko B., IllemiTbko M.

3asHau. TBip.
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forensic science and criminalistics. He is
the founder of a separate forensic direc-
tion in forensic medicine. His scientific
interests include the problems of medical
forensics: the study of physical evidence,
the determination of methods for exam-
ining a corpse at the place of its discovery,
the study of traces of the use of firearms,
signs of mechanical asphyxiation, etc. The
analysis shows that M. M. Bokarius laid the
foundations for creation of a scientific fo-
rensic school that his followers are actively
developing at present time.

Posab M. M. Bokapiyca B pO3BUTKY
Ta CTAHOBJICHHI KPUMiHATiCTUKHU
i CyZ0BOi eKcriepTH3U B YKpaiHi

Bauaepiii Illenimoko

Mema cmammi — eusHawumu poav npocge-
copa M. M. Bokapiyca 8 po3sumky Kpumi-
Haaicmuku i cydosoi excnepmusu 8 Ykpaini,
a Maxos NONYAApU3y8amu KpuMiHaicmuy-
HI 3HAMHS 1 MOMAUBOCMI X NPAKTMUYHOZ0
3acmocysanus. Jas OocsieneHHS Memu 3d-
CMocosano memodu Ni3HAHHSL ma GopMans-
HOL n102iku, icmopuyHuil i 6ioepagiunuil me-
modu, memoo NOPIBHANLHO20 00CAI0HCEHHS,
a maxox NOpPIBHIALHO-NPABOSUL, ICTNOPU-
KO-NOPL8HAALHUL, CUCTEeMHO-CINPYKMYpPHUIL
CUCTNEeMHO-QYHKYIOHAAbHULL  Memodu. ITid
4ac 00CAIONCeHHS MU NOCAY208Y8ANUCT MIKC-
JducyunainapHum nidxodom. BuszHauerno ponv
npogecopa M. M. Bokapiyca ¥y cmaHo8AeHHL
MeOUYHOL KpuMiHaAAicmuku, cy0o8o-medud-
Hux docaidiceHd § Cy0080-eKcnepmHuoi disLAbHOo-
cmi 8 Yrpaini y XX cm. IIpoananizosato iiozo
MedudHy, neddazoeiumy, HAYKo8y il ekcnepmuy
diseHicmo ynpodosie 1920—1960 pp. 3epHe-
HO Y8azy Ha 8UKOHAHHS HUM CYD080-MeU1HOL
Jis/lbHOCMI Y CKAAOHUX NOATMUYHUX M eKO-
HOMIYHUX YM08AX, 30kpema nid uac [onodomo-
py 8 Ykpaini 1932—1933 pp., Jpyeoi ceimosoi
BLIIHU, MaAc08020 20100y 1946—1947 pp. Pos-
enamnymo eukaadayvky disavHicms M. M. Bo-
Kapiyca 0as cmydenmig-topucmis (cydosa

MeJUUUHA, MeXHIKA po3cAi0Y8aHHs 3N04UHIB
(kpuminanicmuxa), THWI CymidcHi Jucyunii-
Hu). BiH Oy6 0pearizamopom 0ceimub020 npo-
yecy Ul Kepl8HUKOM BULLUX HABHAALHUX 3AKAA-
dig i cydoso-excnepmuux ycmanos (06iiimas
nocadu 3agidysaua xkagedpu, npopexmopa
3 HasuavHOi pobomu, Jupexmopa ekcnepm-
HOL ycmanosw). Posenanymo Haykoeuil cna-
Jok npoghecopa; npoananizosamo 1iozo 0CHO8HI
pobomu; CUCMeMAmu308aH0 MeMAamuKy Hay-
Kogux docaidiceHv (cydoso-meduuHi ma Kpu-
MIHAAICMUYHT MemoOuKu: cy0080-medudna
Mmpasmamonoeisa ma maxHamonoeis, mpynHi
asuwa il 0agHicMy HACMAHHA CMepmi, 02120
mpyna Ha micyi nodii, MexaHidHa acgikcid,
cidu 8ozHenaavHoi 30poi ma 602HeNAAbHI
noparenHs, pewosi 00Ka3l). ApzyMeHmosaro
poav M. M. Bokapiyca é 3acmocysanti cyodo-
80-meduunux Mmemodie 041 PO3CAIDY8AHHA
3/104UHI8, Y CMAHO8/AeHHI KPUMIHAAICTUYHO-
20 Hanpsamy 8 cydosiil meduyuni i popmysan-
Hi MeduuHol Kpuminaaicmuku. ObspyHmosa-
HO 0CO6AUB0CTL BUHUKHEHHSA TA ICHY8AHHSA
6 Haw yac Bokapiycoscvkol Haykosoi ma neda-
202T4HOL KPUMIHAAICMUYHOL WKOALL.

Katouoei caosa: kxpuminanicmuka; meduuna
KpuMiHanicmuka;, cydoga meduyuna; cyoosa
eKcepmu3a; icmopis KpUMIHAALCMUKU, iCMo-
i MeOUHHOL KPUMIHAAICMUKL, CY0080-eKC-
nepmua JisAbHIiCMb; CY0080-eKCNepmHL ycma-
HO8U; €Y0080-MedUYHI 3aKAA0U.
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