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The procedure for conducting and problematic aspects of examina-
tion associated with the exhumation of animal corpses as a pro-
cedural action in criminal proceedings is outlined. It is proposed
to supplement the criminal procedural legislation of Ukraine with
a new Article 239-1 “Examination associated with the exhumation
of animal corpses”. The definition of “exhumation of animal corps-
es” is formulated for the first time. It is stated that the objects of
exhumation can be whole animal corpses regardless of species, age,
sex, breed, including aborted fetuses, stillborn or live-born animals;
remains of any degree of integrity (fragmentation), in particular,
in a state of criminal destruction. It is noted that participants in
the examination of an animal corpse associated with exhumation
are a prosecutor, investigator or investigator, as well as a veterinary
medicine specialist, specialists of the State Service for Food and Con-
sumer Protection (in particular, laboratories of various levels of this
State structure), at least two witnesses and technical staff. The con-
tent of examination stages (preparatory, main (exhumation and
forensic veterinary examination), final) of the animal corpse(s) as-
sociated with exhumation is argued, each of which contains its own
phases. It is emphasized that the procedure for examination asso-
ciated with exhumation of animal corpse(s) set out in this research
paper can become a component of methodological recommendations
for law enforcement agencies and courts during pre-trial investi-
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gation or judicial investigation in criminal proceedings regarding
crimes against health and life of animals. For achieving this goal,
interrelated methods were used (analysis, synthesis, analogy; for-
mal-logical one; logical-grammatical one; systemic-structural one;
theoretical-legal modeling; comparative-legal one).

Keywords: exhumation; examination; animal corpses; veteri-
nary medicine specialist; criminal proceedings.

Research Problem Formulation

Criminal Procedural Code of Ukraine pro-
vides that “tasks of criminal proceedings are
<...> to ensure a prompt, complete and impar-
tial investigation and trial so that everyone who
has committed a criminal offense is brought to
justice to the extent of his or her guilt, no inno-
cent person is accused or convicted, no person
is subjected to unreasonable procedural coercion
and due process is applied to each participant
in criminal proceedings” (part. 1 of Article 2)1.

Thus, investigative actions in criminal pro-
ceedings are aimed at solving crimes (in
particular, against the health and life of ani-
mals?). One of the means of solving such of-
fenses is forensic veterinary examination?,
the which objects are most often exhumed
animal corpses (putrefactive, skeletal, frag-
mented ones, etc.)’. A significant obstacle
to the legal exhumation of animal corpses
is the lack of procedures for its appointment
and conduct in Ukrainian legislation, which
may raise doubts about the admissibility of

1 KpuMmiHanpHUE IpoIleCyalbHUH Kozekc Ykpainu Biz 13.04.2012 p. Ne 4651-VI (3i 3miH.

Ta JIOMOB.).
10.01.2025).

URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-17#Text (maTa 3BepHEHHS:

2 Randour M. L., Smith-Blackmore M., Blaney N., DeSousa D., Guyony A.-A. Animal Abuse as
a Type of Trauma: Lessons for Human and Animal Service Professionals. Trauma, Violence,
& Abuse. 2021. Vol. 22. Is. 2. Pp. 277—288. DOI: 10.1177/1524838019843197 (zaTa 3BepHEHHS:
10.01.2025) ; Song T., Luo Z., Huang Yu., Li Y., Fang L., Chang J. A data set of the crackdown
on cross-border wildlife crimes in China, 2014—2020. Ecology: Ecological Society of America.
2023. Vol. 104. Is. 6. Art. e4046. DOI: 10.1002/ecy.4046 (maTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025) ; Wain-
wright Sh. H., Cunha C. W., Webb B., McGregor B., Drolet B., Welch ]J. B. Reemerging / Noti-
fiable Diseases to Watch. The Veterinary Clinics of North America. Food Animal Practice. 2024.
Vol. 40. Is. 2. Pp. 317—335. DOI: 10.1016/j.cvfa.2024.01.007 (zata 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025) ; Jusz-
kiewicz M., Walczak M., WoZniakowski G., Podgdrska K. African Swine Fever: Transmission,
Spread, and Control through Biosecurity and Disinfection, Including Polish Trends. Viruses.
2023. Art. 15(11):2275. DOI: 10.3390/v15112275 (naTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).

3 Siqueira A. de, Campusano Cuevas S. E., Salvagni F. A., Maiorka P. C. Forensic Veterinary Pa-
thology: Sharp Injuries in Animals. Veterinary pathology. 2016. Vol. 53. Is. 5. Pp. 979—987. DOI:
10.1177/0300985816655850 (mata 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025) ; Rebollada-Merino A., Barcena C.,
Mayoral-Alegre F. J., Garcia-Real I., Dominguez L., Rodriguez-Bertos A. Forensic cases of sus-
pected dog and cat abuse in the Community of Madrid (Spain), 2014—2019. Forensic science in-
ternational. 2020. Vol. 316. Art. 110522. DOI: 10.1016/j.forsciint.2020.110522 (zaTa 3BepHEeHHS:

10.01.2025).

4 Geissenberger J., Ehrenfellner B., Monticelli F. C., Pittner S., Steinbacher P. Dismembered
porcine limbs as a proxy for postmortem muscle protein degradation. International Journal
of Legal Medicine. 2021. Vol. 135. Is. 4. Pp. 1627—1636. DOI: 10.1007/s00414-021-02571-6 (zaTa

3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
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evidence obtained during criminal proceed-
ings. We consider it expedient to regulate
the examination of animal corpse(s) related
to exhumation in the system of investigative
actions and to improve relevant provisions
of national criminal procedure legislation.

Analysis of Essential Researches
and Publications

The issue of examining the corpses of
people after exhumation was considered

both by Ukrainian scientists (O. Baulin °,
H. Hetman °, O. Horlova and O. Zavori-
na 7/, P. Denysiuk and M. Shevchuk 2
T. Dubovyk °, O. Kovtun and G. Sukhina ',
Ya. Konyushenko !, M. Patsula 2, V. Sliv-
insky and V. Rybalko **, R. Khalilev and
L. Legeza '*) and foreign ones (W. Jilala
with co-authors **, D. A. Mansegosa with
co-authors ). At the same time, the prob-
lems of legal, tactical, organizational and
moral and ethical regulation of exhuma-

tion of corpses of animals are not suffi-

5

10

11

12

13

14

Baynin O. B. Omrsag Tpyna, moB’s3aHUl 3 eKCTyMaIli€lo, IiJ Jac 3AiHCHEHHS JOCYZOBOIO
poscaigyBanHs. Kpuminanicmuka i cydosa excnepmusd. 2022. Bum. 67. C. 201—213. DOI:
10.33994/kndise.2022.67.22 (naTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).

Tersman I. M. Oz Tpyma, IOB'I3aHUN 3 eKCTyMalli€lo: IOPiBHATBHO-IIPABOBUH aCIIEKT.
FOpuduunuil Haykosuil enekmporHuil scypraa. 2022. Ne 11. C. 626—629. DOI: 10.32782/2524-
0374/2022-11/151 (nata 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).

TopsioBa O. B., 3aBopina O. II. [lesski 0cOGIUBOCTI OIJIAAY TPYIla, IIOB'I3aHOT0 3 eKCI'YMAIi€lo.
IIpoyecyanvhe ma mexuiko-kpuminasicmuute 3abesnederts 00cy006020 po3cAI0Y8AHHS : MAT-JIN
HayK.-TIpakT. KoHD. (Xapkis, 28.11.2019). Xapkis, 2019. C. 209—212. URL: https://univd.edu.
ua/general/publishing/konf/28_11_2019/pdf/75.pdf (naTa 3BepHenHs: 10.01.2025).

Jenmncioxk II. ., IleBuyk M. M. OcobinBOCTi eKCryMmalii Tpyna B KpPUMiHaJIbHOMY
npoBazkeHHi. Moaooduil euenuii. 2017. Ne 5.1 (45.1; cuerui.). C. 32—34.

Jy6oBuk T. C. Illos0o NUTaHHA OTPUMAaHHS 3rOAY POAMYIB IIOMepJIol 0cOOH Ha OIS TPYIIa,
[IOB’I3aHOTO 3 eKCTyMalji€o. ITiedeHHOYKpaincokuil npagHuduil yaconuc. 2022. Ne 3. C. 66—70.
DOI: 10.32850/sulj.2022.3.10 (zaTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).

KoBtyH O. 0., Cyxina I }0. OcobJ1BOCTI OIISIAY TPYIIa, OB’ I3aHOTO 3 eKCTYMAIiE€0 SIK CITi4901
Aii. FOpuduunuil Haykosuil enekmporHuil scypHan. 2020. Ne 3. C. 384—386. DOI: 10.32782/2524-
0374/2020-3/92 (nata 3BepuenHs: 10.01.2025).

Konromenko fI. 0. VyacHUKM NpOBeJeHHs OIJIAAY TPyINa, IIOBS3aHOrO 3 eKCryMalli€lo.
Hayxkosuil gicHuk MixcHapooHozo eymanimapHozo yHiseepcumemy. Cepis: FOpucnpydenyis. 2020.
Ne 47.T. 2. C. 112—115. DOI: 10.32841/2307-1745.2020.47-2.23 (naTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
TMamyna M. II. IIpaBoBi acmeKTH eKcryMariii Tpyna y KpUMiHAJIbHOMY ITPOBaKeHHI.
Bueni 3anucku Taspilicbkoeo HAUIOHAALHO20 YHisepcumemy imeHi B. I. BepHadcvkoeo. Cepis:
FOpuduuni nayku. 2019. T. 30 (69). Ne 1. C. 124—127. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/UZTNU_
law_2019_30%2869%29_1_23 (naTa 3BepHeHH:: 10.01.2025).

CrniBiHcbkuii B. B., PubGanko B. B. IIpaBoBi Ta MoOpanbHO-eTHMYHI MPOOJIEMH IIPOBeJeHHS
eKCTyMallii Tpyna y KpUMiHaTbHOMY IIpoBapKeHHi. FOpuduuHuil HayKo8Ul eneKMPOHHUIL HCYPHAA.
2022. Ne 5. C. 600—602. DOI: 10.32782/2524-0374/2022-5/144 (naTa 3sBepueHHs: 10.01.2025).
XamineB P. A., Jleresa JI. A. CipHi IUTaHHS [IPOIlecyaIbHOI perylaMeHTallii ekcrymariii Tpymna
B KpUMiHaJIbHOMY IIpoBaKeHH] Ykpaiuu. IIponinei npasa ma besnexu. 2022. Ne 1 (1). C. 46—
51. DOI: 10.32620/pls.2022.1.06 (zaTa 3BepHeHH:: 10.01.2025).

15 Jilala W., Russa D., Ng'walali P., Balandya E., Lwoga N. Forensic exhumation and human

16

remains identification: A gap between the Inquest Act 1980 and medico legal education in
Tanzania. Forensic Science International. Synergy. 2022. Vol. 5. Art. 100276. DOI: 10.1016/j.
fsisyn.2022.100276 (zaTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).

Mansegosa D. A., Giannotti P. S., Marchiori J. I., Jofré F. N., Aballay F. H., Aisa C. F. The story of
a homicide: The location, exhumation, and multidisciplinary analysis of a clandestine
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ciently covered in the scientific legal and
veterinary literature (C. S. Takenaka et
al. 7, D. Shkundya and Ya. Serdyukov *,
I. Yatsenko and R. Kazantsev *°).

Since the conceptual foundations of
the examination of animal corpses asso-
ciated with exhumation as a procedural
action in criminal proceedings remain un-
explored, we consider scientific research
in this area to be timely.

Article Purpose

Outline the procedure and problematic as-
pects of examination related to the exhu-
mation of animal corpses as a procedural
action in criminal proceedings. Propose
appropriate additions to the criminal pro-
cedural legislation of Ukraine.

Research
Methods

In order to successfully perform research
tasks, the following interdependent meth-
ods were used: analysis, synthesis, anal-
ogy, formal-logical, logical-grammatical,
system-structural, theoretical-legal mod-
eling, comparative-legal ones.

The empirical basis of the research is
the materials of criminal proceedings of
2010—2024 regarding animal cruelty (Arti-
cle 299 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine),
illegal hunting (Article 248 of the Criminal
Code), ecocide (Article 441 of the Criminal
Code) 2.

Main Content
Presentation

Let’s consider the meaning of the concept
of examination of corpses of animals(s) asso-
ciated with exhumation. Exhumation (Latin
ex — from, humus — earth) — removal of
a corpse from the ground (from the place
of its burial) for examination (forensic
veterinary, forensic examination, patho-
anatomical analysis, etc.). These aspects
are interdependent: there is no point in
conducting an exhumation without exam-
ining the corpse, nor is it possible to ex-
amine a buried corpse without exhuming.
If the corpse of animal is removed from
people homes: cellar, barn, basement,
etc., such an investigative action is not an
exhumation: it is carried out according to
the rules of inspection (Article 237 of the
Criminal Procedural Code of Ukraine),

burial. Forensic Science International: Reports. 2021. Vol. 3. Art. 100165. DOI: 10.1016/j.

fsir.2020.100165 (gata sBeprenHs: 10.01.2025).

17 Takenaka C. S., Souza de C. N. A., Momo C. Case studies and technical aspects of the foren-
sic necropsy of exhumed companion animals. Forensic Science International. 2023. Vol. 345.
Art. 111624. DOI: 10.1016/j.forsciint.2023.111624 (nara 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).

18 Ilkyuzsa /. 0., CepaioxoB f. K. MeTozosorisi BH3HAYeHHS JAaBHOCTI HacTaHHSI CMepTi
B M'SICOIZHUX CBiHCBHKUX TBapuH 6iodismuHuMu Metogamu. Biomopgonozis XXI cmonimms
36. Te3 gor. XIV Mixuap. Hayk. KoH(). mpucssd. 100-pid. 3 yacy 3acHyB. kKad. aHart., TiCT.
imaromop®. TBapuH iM. akaz. B. I. Kacbanenka (Kuis, 23—24.09.2021). Kuis, 2021. C. 78—79.

URL: https://nubip.edu.ua/sites/default/files/u331/zbirnik_biomorfologiya_2021.pdf

3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).

(mara

19 Yatsenko I., Kazantsev R. Cytomorphological characteristics of necroptates of internal or-
gans of dogs in the early post-mortem period in the aspect of forensic veterinary examina-
tion. Ukrainian Journal of Veterinary Sciences. 2022. Vol. 13. No. 4. Pp. 60—74. DOI: 10.31548/
ujvs.13(4).2022.60-74 (zaTa 3BepHeHH:: 10.01.2025).

20 KpuminanbHUH Kogeke Ykpainu Big 05.04.2001 p. Ne 2341-I11 (3i amiH. Ta gomos.). URL: https://
zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14#Text (zaTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
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search (Article 234 of the Criminal Proce-
dural Code of Ukraine) 2.

Objects of exhumation can be whole
corpses of an animal, regardless of spe-
cies, age, gender, breed, including abort-
ed fetuses, dead or live-born animals;
remains of a corpse of any degree of in-
tegrity (fragmentation), in particular in
a state of criminal destruction. Fragmen-
tation should be understood as the divi-
sion of the corpse into parts, as well as
lack of several parts due to its burning,
catastrophe (man-made or natural), dam-
age by people (intentional or negligent) or
animals (carnivores, rodents, insects). Do
not affect the exhumation of the cause of
dismemberment, as well as its viability or
postmortem.

Specifics of exhumation and examina-
tion of the animal corpse:

1) exhumation is not an independent
investigative (search) action, ex-
humation by itself does not prove
anything, it is only a technical pre-
requisite for examining the corpse
or conducting a forensic veterinary
examination, which will allow ob-
taining new factual data;

2) have an epistemological character;

3) corpse can be buried in the ground
or another place (for example,
columbaria, walled in the walls of
buildings);

4) examination should be carried out
in the presence and with the advice
of a veterinary medicine specialist;

5) are carried out within the frame-
work of criminal proceedings after

entering information into the Uni-
fied Register of Pre-Trial Investiga-
tions (hereinafter referred to as the
Unified Register of Pre-Trial Investi-
gation) on the basis of the resolu-
tion of person conducting pre-trial
investigation, or by the decision of
examining magistrate (court).

In view of the above, we propose the
following author’s formulation: “Exhu-
mation of animal corpses is an investigative
(search) action of an organizational and
technical nature that consists in digging up
and removing corpses from the burial site in
the ground or another place for primary, re-
peated or additional forensic veterinary ex-
amination, as well as in examining objects
found next to the corpses, within the limits
of criminal proceedings to verify and clarify
existing and identify new evidence or clarify
other circumstances of criminal proceedings
with subsequent burial”.

Thus, exhumation of the corpse of
an animal is a specific procedure, the
grounds for which should be clearly out-
lined in the legislation. Exhumation of the
corpse of an animal is not a basis for open-
ing criminal proceedings, on the contrary:
as a procedural action, it is possible only
after entering data into the Unified Regis-
ter of Pre-Trial Investigations and opening
criminal proceedings.

Most scientists (0. Horlova and O. Za-
vorina %, O. Kovtun and H. Sukhina %,
M. Patsula *) tend to consider the place of
exhumation of a human corpse to be the
place of official burial. Similarly, the place
of exhumation of animal corpses should

21 KpuMiHaThHUH IpollecyaabHUl Kogekce ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-

17#Text (naTa 3BepHenH:: 10.01.2025).

22 Topsoma O. B., 3aBopina O. II. 3asuau. TBip. URL: https://univd.edu.ua/general/publishing/
konf/28_11_2019/pdf/75.pdf (zaTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
23 KostyH O. 0., Cyxina I. 0. 3asHau. TBip. DOI: 10.32782/2524-0374/2020-3/92 (zaTa 3BepHEHHSI:

10.01.2025).

24 TlanynaM.II.3asHa4.TBip. URL:http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/UZTNU_law_2019_30%2869%29_1_23

(maTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
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be within the boundaries of the site of of-
ficial burial (animal cemetery). Discovery
of animal corpses elsewhere (in buildings,
in trenches (during military operations),
on the surface, etc.) should be considered
as examination of the animal corpses at
the scene of the incident (at the discovery
scene).

The normative (procedural), legal and
factual grounds for examining the ex-
humed corpse of an animal are a set of cer-
tain circumstances. The current version of
the Criminal Procedural Code of Ukraine
does not contain a normative (procedural)
basis (rule of law) that would regulate the
procedure for examining the corpse of an
animal related to exhumation. The legal
basis can be considered the decision of the
person conducting the investigation, or the
decision of the investigating judge (court).
The factual basis is the need to verify and
clarify the available evidence in criminal
proceedings; identify new evidence previ-
ously unknown to the investigator; clarify
other circumstances of the case. We offer
the following list of grounds for exhuma-
tion and examination of the animal corpse:

+ the need for new researches to an-
swer questions related to identifica-
tion of new circumstances in crimi-
nal proceedings;

« suspicion of violent (sudden) death,
if no forensic veterinary or patho-
logical examination of the corpse
was carried out before the burial;

« the need for initial, repeated or ad-
ditional forensic examination or
a comprehensive forensic examina-
tion based on integration of specific
expertise, in particular veterinary
one;

+  too short, unclear description of in-
juries in the conclusion of primary
forensic veterinary examination or
autopsy protocol;

« incomplete primary examination of
the corpse;

« verification of results of the initial
examination of the corpse;

« lack of data on laboratory tests of
biological objects removed from the
corpse (for example, for suspected
poisoning);

« inspection of objects found near the
corpse;

« presentation of animal for identifi-
cation of the corpse;

« obtaining samples of biological ma-
terial (tissues, organs, fluids) for fo-
rensic examination;

« fundamental doubts about authen-
ticity of the cause of death of animal
determined before the burial due
to new circumstances of criminal
proceedings (due to defects in treat-
ment (care, veterinary measures,
etc.), concealment of the crime,
etc.);

« clarification of differences in the
content of several forensic exam-
inations contained in the materials
of criminal proceedings;

« principle of contradiction between
the conclusion of forensic veteri-
narian and other materials of pro-
ceedings;

« elimination of doubts about the
burial of the corpse of particular
animal;

+ the need to examine a corpse (its re-
mains) buried with the aim of con-
cealing a crime;

« knowledge of other circumstances
of criminal proceedings by other
means;

+ clarification of other circumstances
that are essential for criminal pro-
ceedings.

The outlined range of grounds for
exhumation and examination of animal
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corpses is not exhaustive: it can vary de-
pending on circumstances of criminal
proceedings and other factors. The for-
mulated grounds will be useful to persons
conducting investigations when making
procedural decisions, when the circum-
stances of criminal proceedings require.
Consequently, exhumation creates
proper conditions for the examination of
the corpses of animal(s), that makes pos-
sible to answer the above questions and

provide the investigator with new factual
data on the crime committed.

Qualitative preparation and effective
exhumation and examination of the corpse
depend on the successful choice of tactics.
In the procedural inspection algorithm re-
lated to the exhumation of animal corps-
es, we propose to distinguish 3 stages (see
Fig. 1), each of which contains stages struc-
tured according to certain organizational,
procedural and tactical-forensic aspects.

-

| Preparatory

Primary

|

Final |

Fig. 1: Stages of exhumation and examination of animal corpses

L. Phases of preparatory stage
of exhumation and examination
of animal corpses

1. Issuance by the person conducting inves-
tigation of an order to conduct an examina-
tion related to the exhumation of animal(s)
corpses

Since the exhumation of corpses of ani-
mals is an investigative action, authorized
person conducting the investigation issues
a resolution for its conduct, and examining
magistrate (court) issues a ruling stating:

+ circumstances of criminal proceed-
ings (briefly);

+ newly discovered circumstances that
prompted an examination (forensic
veterinary examination) related to
exhumation of corpses of animals;

+ name of the veterinary specialist in-
volved in the exhumation, examina-
tion and further forensic veterinary
examination;

+ range of questions to be answered %;

+  permissiontouse destructive methods
and damage the objects of research (if
it is necessary to remove biological
samples and/or if there are reason-
able grounds to argue that it is impos-
sible to use other methods, in accor-
dance with paragraph 2 of clause 4.11
of section IV of Instruction on ap-
pointment and conducting foren-
sic examinations and researches %),

+ notification of the owner (guardian)
of the animal whose corpse will be
exhumed, additionally indicating
his right to refuse to conduct an
exhumation and possibility of in-
vestigator’s appeal to the court with
a request for permission for this
procedural action;

+ date, time and address of the place
of exhumation of the corpse(s) of
animals.

2. Determining circle of persons who will
participate in the exhumation and exami-

25 Sluenko I. B. [Ipo6ieMu yrIaZaHHS YIIOBHOBAYKEHOIO 0COO0I0 TOCTAHOBY PO MPU3HAYEHHS
CyZl0BO-BeTepHUHAPHOI €KCIIepTU3U Ta ILIAXU ix BUpimeHHA. Popym Ilpasa. 2022. Bum. 73.
Ne 2. C. 6—21. DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.6471059 (maTa 3BepHeHH:: 10.01.2025).

26 IHCTpYKIiA IpO NMPU3HAUYEHHS Ta IIPOBEJEHHS CYJOBUX €KCIIEPTU3 Ta €KCIIePTHUX JAOCIi-
JDKeHb : 3aTB. Haka3. Min'focTy Vkp. Bizg 08.10.1998 p. Ne 53/5 (3i 3miH. Ta fomos.). URL: https://
zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-98#Text (naTa 3sBepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
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nation, specifying the burial site of the ani-
mal(s) corpse(s)

There is no such procedure for the corps-
es of Criminal Procedural Code of Ukraine
animals(s). So let us turn to Parts 1 and 2
of Article 239 of Criminal Procedural Code
of Ukraine, which regulates such actions
against human corpses:

“1. Exhumation of the corpse is carried
out by the decision of the prosecutor. Imple-
mentation of the resolution is entrusted to of-
ficials of local self-government bodies.

2. The corpse shall be removed from the
burial site in the presence of forensic medical
examiner <...>” %,

Thus, the participants in exhumation
of human corpse are the investigator,
prosecutor, forensic expert and officials
of local government bodies. According to
Part 7 of Article 223 of Criminal Procedur-
al Code of Ukraine, “investigator, prosecu-
tor is obliged to invite at least two disinterest-
ed persons (understood) to present a person,
corpse, or thing for identification, examina-
tion of the corpse, including those related to
the exhumation <...>” %,

Let us apply the principle of legal anal-
ogy to the circle of participants in exhuma-
tion and examination of the animal corpse:
these are prosecutor, investigator (investi-
gating officer), involved veterinary special-
ist (forensic veterinarian), officials of local
self-government bodies, as well as at least
two witnesses. Since the exhumation and
examination of the corpse has a negative
emotional coloring, the person conducting
investigation should take this into account.

We consider Y. Konyushenko’s opinion
that if it is impossible to attract two wit-

nesses, obligation to certify compliance
of records in the protocol with the per-
formed actions can be assigned to a veter-
inary medicine specialist ».

In addition, optional exhumation
participants should include the owner
or guardian of the animal whose corpse
is subject to this investigative action, as
well as employees (administration) of the
animal cemetery (They can provide infor-
mation about the site and circumstances
of burial of the animal, etc.).

If the exhumation of corpses of ani-
mals is associated with their death from
infectious diseases, which pathogens are
dangerous for humans, animals and the
environment, then this procedure in-
volves specialists from the State Service
for Food Safety and Consumer Protection
of the corresponding level. During the ex-
humation of corpses from such burials, it
is necessary to carefully observe the rules
of personal hygiene and sanitation.

Particular attention should be paid to
the competence of a veterinary specialist:
he should have a higher veterinary educa-
tion of the educational level: specialist or
master, theoretical knowledge and practical
skills in the study of corpses of animals(s),
in particular exhumed animals, provide ad-
vice, explanations, certificates and conclu-
sions that require special veterinary knowl-
edge and skills, impeccable reputation, be
uninterested in the results of this procedur-
al action, meet general procedural require-
ments; there should be no grounds for dis-
qualification of such a specialist.

In addition to the above, if necessary,
it is possible to invite such specialists as
a criminalist, archaeologist, etc.

27 KpuMiHaJIBHUH NpoOIleCyaabHUH KogekKce ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-

17#Text (nata 3BepHeHH:: 10.01.2025).
28 Tam camo.

29 Konmomenko f. 0. 3asuad. TBip. DOI: 10.32841/2307-1745.2020.47-2.23 (maTa 3BEepHEHHS:
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For participating in the examination
of animal corpse related to the exhuma-
tion, forensic expert (who performs the
functions of a specialist during the exam-
ination) is involved by a letter of request to
a forensic institution (currently, the only
such institution in Ukraine is National Sci-
entific Center “Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius
Forensic Science Institute” of the Ministry
of Justice of Ukraine) indicating the date,
time and place of the exhumation (it is ad-
visable to attach a copy of the resolution
on the exhumation of the animal corpse).
With a request to involve a veterinary
medicine specialist in the exhumation
of an animal corpse, investigator may, if
necessary, contact other institutions or in-
stitutions (State Food and Consumer Pro-
tection Service of all levels, scientific and
research institutions of veterinary medi-
cine, faculties of veterinary medicine of
higher education institutions) or certified
forensic experts who do not work in State
specialized forensic science institutions.
The investigator should ensure the arri-
val of veterinary specialist, unhindered
access to the object and proper working
conditions.

3. Familiarization of veterinary medicine
specialist with materials of criminal pro-
ceedings

In particular: with veterinary documents;
resolution on appointment of an exam-
ination of the corpse of animal related to
exhumation; protocols of interrogation of
witnesses; conclusions of other forensic
examinations than forensic veterinary (for
example, forensic ballistic, forensic trace
evidence); results of investigative experi-
ments. At this stage of preparation for the
exhumation of animal corpse, person con-
ducting the investigation should receive
advice from a veterinary specialist on:
+ expediency of exhumation;

« possible informativeness of results
of the examination of the corpse in
the context of specific criminal pro-
ceedings;

« possible actions with the corpse of
the animal after its exhumation,
taking into account the specific
circumstances of criminal procee-
dings, period of corpse burial, al-
leged mechanism of death, etc.

4. Preparation by the authorized person
conducting investigation of an action plan
for the exhumation and examination of
animal(s) corpses

5. Sending a notice to the owner (guardian)
of the animal(s) whose corpses are subject
to exhumation, and handing him a copy of
the resolution on commission of this proce-
dural action

If the animal corpse is buried in an ani-
mal cemetery, then in order to carry out
the exhumation, the person conducting
the investigation should inform cemetery
administration in writing, at the same
time providing a copy of the order on the
examination of animal’s corpse related to
exhumation.

Atthe same time, the owner (guardian)
of animal whose corpse is to be exhumed
is sent a notice and a copy of the resolution
on commission of this procedural action.
Such a notice states that the owner (guar-
dian) of animal may be present during the
exhumation, and also requests his written
consent to conduct an examination relat-
ed to the exhumation.

If the owner (guardian) of the animal
objects to the exhumation and does not
give written consent to its conducting, au-
thorized person conducting the investiga-
tion shall apply to examining magistrate
(court) for permission to perform this pro-
cedural action.
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Since any actions at the burial site of an
animal (for example, at an animal cemetery)
without such permission are illegal, and ev-
idence obtained in this way may be consid-
ered inadmissible in court, if the corpse of an
animal whose owner (guardian) is unknown
is subject to exhumation and examination,
this investigative action is performed by
a decision of examining magistrate (court).
At the same time, the exhumation and ex-
amination of the corpse of homeless ani-
mal is performed without a court decision:
by resolution of the person conducting the
pre-trial investigation or by a court decision,
if such a decision was made at the stage of
judicial investigation.

6. Appeal to the examining magistra-
te(court) in case of objection of the owner
(guardian) of the animal(s) against the
exhumation with a petition for its conduct
and judicial consideration of this petition

If the owner (guardian) of the animal(s)
objects to the exhumation, authorized
person conducting the investigation shall
apply to the court with a justification that
evidence within the criminal proceedings
can be obtained exclusively as a result of
the exhumation. The examining magis-
trate (court) may contact a forensic expert
or veterinary specialist for clarification on
this issue. Based on consideration results,
examining magistrate (court) either satis-
fies the petition or issues a decision to re-
fuse to conduct an exhumation.

Therefore, the more thoroughly the is-
sue of exhuming an animal corpse is regu-
lated, the less likely this procedural action
will be challenged in court and the more
effectively crimes against animals will be
investigated.

7. Entry into force of the court decision

If none of the parties to criminal proceed-
ings has appealed against.

8. Carrying out technical and organiza-
tional measures for the exhumation of
corpses of animals

Resolution on the exhumation of animal
corpse is mandatory for officials of local
self-government bodies. If the person con-
ducting the pre-trial investigation needs
technical assistance during the exhuma-
tion, transportation of the animal’s corpse,
etc., he/she shall send a letter of notifica-
tion and a copy of the resolution on the
exhumation to the local self-government
bodies with a request to provide such
technical assistance. The witnesses are
informed of their rights and obligations
during the examination of animal corpse
associated with the exhumation.

II. Stages of the main stage of exhumation
and examination of animal corpse(s)

1. Technical removal of corpses of animals
or remains from the burial site

First, the burial site is described: existence
(lack), appearance and state of the earthen
hill, gravestone (if any), fence, vegetation
cover, inscriptions, etc. (¢.v. Fig. 2).

_— MR
Fig. 2. Pet cemetery in Babai village,
Kharkiv region

By successively excavating the buri-
al site, specifics of the soil (chernozem,
sand, clay) and its physical properties (dry
or wet, frozen, coarse or fine-grained) are
described, and the depth of burial is de-
termined (q.v. Fig. 3). Before opening the
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package in which the corpse is placed, its
condition is described (nature and color of
the material, its integrity: whole or frag-
mentarily damaged, nature of the damage).
If the corpse is buried in a coffin, material
of its manufacture (wood, metal), condi-
tion (without damage or with them, nature
of the damage), the method of closing the
lid (with nails, screws, nuts, bolts, sealing,
etc.) and its condition (whole or damaged),
condition of the corpse’s bed in the coffin
(color, impregnation with decomposition
products, mold, etc.) are noted.

The corpse of the animal from the
burial site is removed by the technical
staff necessarily in the presence of a vet-
erinary specialist (preferably a forensic
expert) (g.v. Fig. 3, a-c). Procedural actions

during the exhumation of the animal’s
corpse and its examination are recorded
in the protocol or on the information car-
rier using technical means (Parts 1 and 2
of Art. 103 of Criminal Procedural Code of
Ukraine ).

2. Examination of exhumed animal(s)
at the exhumation site

The animal’s corpse is released from pack-
aging (the coffin is opened), where it was
placed, and the animal is presented to the
owner for identification. Veterinary spe-
cialist examines the corpse and describes
in detail its morphological specifics (g.v.
Fig. 3d), in particular:

« area where the animal’s corpse is

buried;

c d

Fig. 3. Phases of exhumation of the animal corpse: a) excavation of the burial site;
b-c) removal of the corpse from the burial site; d) examination of the corpse
at the burial site by a veterinary specialist

+ identification marks (species, sex, age,
breed, weight, posture, special fea-
tures. For example: “Corpse of an adult
dog, male, fawn, approximately 4 years
old, weighing approximately 15 kg. On
the neck of the corpse is a textile collar
and a ring for attaching to a leash”);

+  body structure (configuration (pro-
portional or not, correct or not), ex-

ternal malformations; fatness cate-
gory (above average, average, below
average, thin). For example: “Body
of a cat has a correct body structure,
proportional configuration, fatness
is below average, external malforma-
tions and special signs are missing”);

« cadaveric phenomena expressed
externally (cadaveric drying, ca-

30 KpuminainbHUH IporecyaabHUH KogeKc ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-

17#Text (naTa 3BepHeHH:: 10.01.2025).
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daveric spots, cadaveric autolysis,
cadaveric putrefaction, fat deposits,
mummification, peat tanning and
freezing. For example: “Putrefactive
biotransformation of the dog’s corpse
is moderately expressed, the color of the
body areas with putrefactive changes is
dirty-brown, cadaveric emphysema is
pronounced, putrefactive venous net-
work is clearly visible. The corpse emits
a sharply pronounced repulsive odor of
putrefaction”);

skin condition (smell, color, pig-
mentation, elasticity, moisture.
For example: “Skin of the corpse is
contaminated with a black-gray sub-
stance, resembling soil in appearance;
sagging; brown-green in abdominal
area”);

condition of claw capsules (anatom-
ical integrity, color, consistency);
hair condition (color, density, skin
adherence, malnutrition, shedding
severity, presence of layers of the
substance). Example: “Hair unevenly
covers the animal body, without shine,
easily separates from the skin. On the
hair, the substance is black and gray,
looks like a soil that glued individual
hairs into lumps”);

Eye condition (closed or open eye
slits, anatomical integrity, color,
moisture, hemorrhages, ulcers and
the nature of other damage to the
conjunctiva and cornea. For exam-
ple: “Eye slits (right and left) are open,
conjunctiva is dull, eyeballs and auxil-
iary organs of the eye are in the state of
initial cadaveric decomposition. The
right eyeball is significantly deformed,
there is a noticeable rupture of its fi-
brous membrane”),

condition of the right and left outer
ears (condition of the development
of the ears: correctly, with defects;
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anatomical integrity, condition of
the inner and outer surfaces; paten-
cy of the external auditory canals
and the presence of foreign objects,
dirt, earwax, nature of injuries. For
example: “Auricles are anatomically
intact, the inner surface is covered with
particles of a black and gray substance
that looks like sandy soil. External au-
ditory canals contain earwax and lay-
ering of a substance of black and gray
color, which looks like sandy soil”);
condition of the nose (condition of
the skin around nostrils, their pa-
tency, anatomical integrity of the
nose, relief of the nasal or nasolabi-
al mirror. For example: “Skin of the
nasal mirror is in a state of cadaver-
ic decomposition. In the lumen of the
nostrils and the vestibule of the nasal
cavity, there are masses of a dirty-dark
brown color, which look like blood clots
in a state of decomposition. The skin of
dorsum of the nose is in a state of ca-
daveric decomposition, like the rest of
the soft tissues of this area, easily sepa-
rate from the bomny base of the skull”);
condition of oral mucosa (color,
consistency, stratification, ulcers.
For example: “Oral mucosa is un-
evenly colored, mainly dirty-dark
brown, of a loose consistency, easily
separated from the bony base of the
skull. The mucous vestibule of the oral
cavity, tongue, and partly the palate
and pharynx are covered with smeary
gray-dark brown masses that have the
appearance of viscous, semi-liquid
substrates of animal origin (possibly
a mixture of mucus and blood) with
admixtures of sandy soil”);

condition of oral cleft (distended,
stooled, half-stooled);

position of the tongue (protrudes or
does not protrude beyond the oral
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cavity; its apex is not clamped be-
tween the teeth);

condition of the anus (closed, open,
semi-open; the presence of foreign
objects; the nature of the dam-
age; the contamination of the hair
around the opening with feces; the
condition of the mucous membrane
of the anus. For example: “Anus is
semi-open, the soft tissues that form
it are gray-greenish in color, flabby in
consistency, in a state of initial cadav-
eric decomposition; the skin around
the anus is not contaminated with fe-
ces”);

condition of the external genitalia
(in males: the foreskin, preputial
opening, preputial cavity, color and
consistency of the glans penis, in-
tegrity and color of the skin of the
scrotum, the presence of testicles
and their appendages in it; in fe-
males: the vulva; labia; degree of
closure of the genital slit; in males
and females: the nature of the dis-
charge from the urogenital canal;
availability of foreign objects; dam-
age. For example: “External genitalia
are developed according to the age and
sex of the animal; formed correctly ac-
cording to the male type. The scrotum
is of a very loose consistency in a state
of cadaveric decomposition. The soft
tissues that form the foreskin and penis
are gray-brown in color, in a state of
cadaveric decomposition”; “Labia are
intact, the genital slit is slightly open.
The mucous membrane of the vesti-
bule of the vagina gray-green in color,
whole, moderately folded. There are no
foreign objects in the vestibule of the
vagina and no damage”);

discharge from natural holes. For
example: “There are no discharge
from the natural holes of the corpse”,

171

bone condition (availability of un-
natural mobility). For example: “No
unnatural mobility of the bones of the
skeleton was found”;

condition of the neck (proportional-
ity of development, shape, availabil-
ity or lack of strangulation groove,
damage. For example: “Neck is devel-
oped proportionally to the trunk, the
strangulation groove is absent, with-
out damage”);

condition of the chest (proportion-
ality of development, shape, sym-
metry, presence of physical injuries.
For example: “The chest is flat-cylin-
drical in shape, symmetrical. Ribs and
spine to the touch are safe”);
abdominal condition (configura-
tion: tightened, sagging or enlarged;
hungry pits are inflamed, filled;
consistency; damage. For exam-
ple: “Abdomen is round, soft, without
damage”);

condition of mammary glands
(their development is appropriate
for the animal’s age, developmental
defects, skin integrity, the condition
of the nipples and nipple opening);
condition of the limbs (position, ar-
ticular angles, unnatural mobility
in the bones or joints). For example:
“Thoracic limbs are bent in the elbow
joints at an angle of 60°. The lower part
of the right thoracic limb is absent below
the carpal joint. The left thoracic limb is
anatomically intact. In the lower third
of the left forearm, there is a superficial
wound. The right and left pelvic limbs
are anatomically intact, bent in the
knee and metatarsal joints. Unnatural
mobility in the right thigh”);
topography and nature of injuries or
their consequences (skin scars, trau-
matic baldness, areas of pigmenta-
tion and depigmentation, traces of
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blood, layering on the corpse. For
example: “On the right side of the
head, in the cheek area, there is a lac-
erated injury — a deep wound that
covers the skin, subcutaneous fascia of
the head and the masticatory muscles.
The edges of the wound are dirty-dark
brown in color, soaked with blood, of
a loose consistency. The soft tissues
along the periphery of the wound are
dark red in color, soaked with blood,
dark gray, in the depths, red in color,
of a loose consistency”).

In order to determine the localization
of bodily injuries found on an animal’s
corpse, a veterinary specialist should use
a system of skeletal coordinates indicating
the anatomical area of the body and the
distance in centimeters from the injury
to the protruding parts of the body. For
a correct and understandable description
of the shape of the identified bodily inju-
ries, it is necessary to compare it with the
shape of geometric shapes (slit-shaped,
oval, round, triangular, star-shaped, angu-
lar) or letters (II-, I, S-shaped, etc.). The
dimensions of the injuries are determined
by two mutually perpendicular lines, mea-
suring the greatest length, orienting the
direction by the numbers on the clock
face, and in I-shaped and star-shaped in-
juries, the length of the rays is measured
from the center.

The proposed list is not exhaustive: it
depends on the condition of the corpse
(fresh, with putrefactive changes, skele-
tonized, fragmented, etc.). Unnatural po-
sition of individual parts of the animal’s
corpse should be described especially
carefully.

3. Removal of biological samples from ani-
mal carcass (es)

After the description, if necessary, sam-
ples of tissues and organs or part of the

corpse can be removed from the corpse,
as well as soil and things found next to the
corpse that are necessary for conducting
forensic researches (veterinary, chemi-
cal, histological, toxicological, biological,
microbiological, molecular genetic ones)
and are important for clarifying circum-
stances of a criminal offense.

If insects (larvae, beetles) are available
on the corpse, the veterinary specialist
notes the areas of greatest concentration.
They are then removed, placed in test
tubes, and sent for forensic biological exa-
mination.

If necessary, a sample of soil under
a corpse weighing at least 500 g is taken for
laboratory testing for poison detection.

It is extremely important to emphasize
that during the exhumation of an animal’s
corpse, the powers of a veterinary specialist
include:

+ observation of excavation of burial
site of the corpse;

« advising on proper removal of the
corpse (its remains) from the burial
site to the surface;

« nature indication and packaging
material where the animal’s corpse
(its remains) was contained;

+ determining the degree of integrity
of the packaging where the corpse
was located, and if it is destroyed,
then indicating the factors that in-
fluenced this (insects, plants, mi-
croscopic fungi, decay processes,
etc.);

+ detailed description of external
condition of the corpse;

« removal of samples from the corpse
and, if necessary from packaging
where it was kept and soil samples
for laboratory testing;

« description and removal of cadav-
eric fauna for forensic biological re-
search;
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+ advice on careful transportation of
the exhumed corpse to the sectional
hall of specialized forensic science
institution for forensic examina-
tion;

+ advising the investigator on the
range of issues that may be posed to
forensic veterinarian;

+ participation in the preparation of
the exhumation protocol for the
animal corpse.

4. Drawing up an examination protocol re-
lated to the exhumation of animal corpses

Upon completion of the examination of
the exhumed corpse, the person conduct-
ing the pre-trial investigation draws up
a protocol (Articles 104, 106 of Criminal
Procedural Code of Ukraine ), in which
he or she notes everything found in the
sequence in which it occurred and in the
form in which it was observed. The re-
port also contains a list of things and ob-
jects removed from the animal’s corpse or
burial site. The person who supervised the
exhumation of the animal corpse shall, if
necessary, attach appendices to the proto-
col (Article 105 of the Criminal Procedural
Code of Ukraine) *2: materials for measur-
ing, weighing, photographing, sound and/
or video recording; plans and diagrams;
graphic images; photo tables; prints and
casts (if available); written explanations
of the veterinary specialist involved in this
procedural action; electronic media and
other materials explaining the content of
the inspection protocol. Although the ap-
pendices to the protocol are optional, they
should be properly packed to prevent their
unauthorized opening and certified by the
signatures of the participants in the proce-

dural action (inquirer, investigator, prose-
cutor, veterinary specialist, etc.).

During exhumation, it is advisable
to record general view of the burial site;
grave markers, the moment of their dis-
mantling; the beginning of excavation;
packaging of the corpse (coffin) or the
corpse itself (if it is buried without pa-
ckaging) in the burial site (grave); the
corpse in packaging (open coffin); ob-
jects found in the packaging (coffin); the
moment of re-placement of the animal
corpse after examination (forensic veter-
inary examination); the moment of cov-
ering with earth, final restoration of the
burial site after exhumation. Photographs
illustrating the examination report shall
be drawn up as photo tables according
to the rules of forensic photography and
in the sequence in which it was recorded
during exhumation of the corpse and its
examination. Arrows, letters, numbers
and other necessary marks can be applied
to the photographs, and the content of the
images and marks, numbers, arrows shall
be indicated under each photograph.

Materials with video and audio record-
ings shall be attached to the inspection
report in an envelope, fixing it on a piece
of paper. The inscription on the envelope
must correspond to the inspection report.
All photographic illustrations, envelopes
with disks, flash drives, etc. shall be sealed
with a stamp and signature of the person
conducting the exhumation of the animal
corpse.

Examination protocol of the corpse
related to the exhumation should contain
the introductory, descriptive and final
parts (Part 3 of Art. 104 of Criminal Proce-
dural Code of Ukraine)

31 KpuMiHaTBHUH IpollecyaabHUN Kogekc ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-
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32 Tam camo.
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1) introductory part:

title of the document “Protocol of
examination of the corpse of an
animal associated with exhuma-
tion”;

place (name of the locality), date,
time of the beginning and end of
the inspection;

surname, name and patronymic,
position of the authorized person
conducting procedural action, and
the name of investigating authori-
ty;

grounds for exhumation;
information about witnesses (sur-
name, name, patronymic, date of
birth, place of residence; informa-
tion on clarification of their rights
and obligations in accordance
with Articles 11, 13, 15 and 223 of
the Criminal Procedural Code of
Ukraine *);

surname, name, patronymic, po-
sition of a forensic expert (veter-
inary doctor); explanation of his
rights and obligations in accor-
dance with Art. 69 of the Criminal
Procedural Code of Ukraine *5;
surname, name, patronymic of the
technical staff involved in the ex-
humation;

procedural document on appoint-
ment of exhumation (resolution of
the prosecutor, investigator, inves-
tigating officer, decision of exam-
ining magistrate (court); position,
surname and initials of these au-
thorized persons; issuance date of
the resolution or decision);
reference to Art. 237 Examination
of the Criminal Procedural Code of

34 KpuMiHaJIbHUU [IpOLiecyaIbHUN KoZeKe ... . URL:

17#Text (naTa 3BepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
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Ukraine, on the basis of which the
exhumation is carried out *;
information on explaining to the
persons present before the start
of the inspection their right to be
present during all actions that will
be taken during examination, to
make comments to be recorded in
the protocol;
method of recording exhumation
of the animal corpse and the stages
of its examination;
information that persons partici-
pating in the examination related
to the exhumation were informed
in advance about the use of techni-
cal means of fixation;

descriptive part (sequence of actions

during exhumation and inspection

of the animal corpse):
type, nickname or individual num-
ber, gender, owner (guardian);
date and burial site;
result of the examination (the state
of the burial site, sequence of ac-
tions of the persons who carry out
the exhumation and examination);
list of tissue or organ samples
seized from the animal corpse,
their condition at the time of ex-
amination, and the method of
their packaging and labeling;
list of items seized from the burial
site that are relevant to clarifying
the circumstances of the criminal
offense, the method of their pack-
aging and labeling;
name and address of forensic sci-
ence institution where the corpse
of the exhumed animal will be ex-
amined;

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-
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3) final part (information about the
things seized from the burial site,
method of familiarizing the parti-
cipants with the content of the pro-
tocol, comments and additions of
the review participants to the pro-
tocol; surname, name, patronymic
and signatures of all review parti-
cipants; surname and initials, po-
sition of the person conducting the
investigation, name of investigation
body, signatures).

Refusal of any of participants in the
examination of the corpse of the ani-
mal associated with the exhumation to
sign the protocol is separately indicated
in this protocol. Such a participant may
explain in writing the reason for the
refusal; this explanation is recorded in
the protocol and certified by signatures
of the witnesses.

5. Transportation of corpses or their
remains to a specialized forensic science
institution for forensic veterinary
examination

For delivering exhumed corpse (remains)
of the animal to the State forensic science
institution, involved veterinary specialist
packs the corpse (remains) in an impen-
etrable packaging (bag, polymer material,
container, etc.). The person conducting
investigation seals the packaging, attaches
a sticker with an inscription and, togeth-
er with the decision on the appointment
of a forensic veterinary examination or
a comprehensive forensic examination,
directs the animal corpse to a State foren-
sic science institution.

This procedure can be carried out
in other institutions or facilities: for ex-
ample, sectional halls of departments of
higher education institutions, laboratories
of the Veterinary Research Institute or the
State Service of Ukraine for Food Safety
and Consumer Protection, etc. As an ex-
ception, in agreement with the expert, itis
allowed to conduct forensic examination
of animal corpse (if necessary conditions
are met) in the premises of veterinary
medical institutions adapted for a section-
al hall, as well as outdoors (only under fa-
vorable weather conditions and if the body
(authorized person) that appointed the ex-
amination or engaged the expert provides
the appropriate conditions for work). If
the corpse was delivered from the place of
exhumation, where the inspection report
was drawn up, a copy of it should be sent
together with the decision to appoint a fo-
rensic veterinary examination ¥. It is nec-
essary to comply with veterinary, sanitary
and hygienic requirements to prevent the
spread of pathogens that the exhumed an-
imal corpse can potentially contain.

6. Conducting forensic veterinary
examination in a specialized forensic
science institution

Most often, forensic veterinary exam-
ination of the corpse of an animal is per-
formed in the sectional hall of the expert
institution (g.v. Fig. 4) in accordance with
the methodological recommendations
Rules of Forensic Veterinary Examination
of Animal Corpses *, as well as Methods of
Forensic Veterinary Examination of Animal
Corpses *.

37 Anenxo I. B., Kazanues P. I. IIpaBuia cyz0Bo-BeTepHUHAPHOI eKCIIepTU3U TPYIIiB TBApUH :

MeTo/,. pek. Xapkis, 2022. 29 c.
38 Tam camo.

39 Ix sxe. MeToAuKa Cy0BO-BETEPUHAPHOI €KCIIEPTU3U TPYIiB TBapUH. Xapkis, 2022. 336 c.
Peectp. xoz 18.1.02 / PeecTp MeTOAUK IIPOBEJEHHS CyAOBUX eKcllepTus : odir. cait. URL:
https://rmpse.minjust.gov.ua/search (gaTa sBepHeHHs: 10.01.2025).
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Fig. 4. General view of the dog’s corpse
in sectional hall

II1. Phases of preparatory stage
of exhumation and examination
of animal corpses

1. Transportation of corpses
or their remains for re-burial

The responsible person for this action
isthe authorized person conducting inves-
tigation.

2. Re-burial of corpse(s) or their remains

Repeatedly, the corpse (remains) of animal
is buried in the same place from where it
(them) was removed, and the burial site of
the previous state is provided. The corpse
(remains) of the animal can be cremated
with the consent of the person conducting
the pre-trial investigation. They hide the
corpse (remains) of the animal after exhu-
mation in the presence of the person con-
ducting the pre-trial investigation. A pro-
tocol shall be drawn up on the repeated
burial of the corpse (remains) in the same
place where it (them) was initially buried,
as well as on bringing the burial site to the
previous state.

3. Reimbursement of expenses
related to exhumation of corpses
of animals

The costs associated with the exhumation,
transportation to a specialized expert insti-
tution and subsequent burial of the animal
corpse(s) shall be reimbursed in accor-
dance with the procedure established by
law. For participation in the examination
of an animal corpse related to exhumation,
a veterinary specialist involved in this pro-
cedural action shall have the right to re-
ceive remuneration in accordance with the
law, if this is not his/her official duty.

We share the opinion of Y. Chornous
and T. Sinoverska *about the need to take
into account the specifics of a criminal of-
fense against the health and life of animals
and believe that the examination of the
corpse of an animal should be regulated
by a separate article of the Criminal Proce-
dural Code of Ukraine. In this regard, and
the above stages and stages of exhumation
and examination of corpses of animals, we
propose to supplement the Criminal Pro-
cedural Code of Ukraine with a new arti-
cle with the following content:

“Article 239-1. Examination related to
the exhumation of an animal’s corpse

1. Exhumation of animal corpse(s) is
an investigative (detective) action of an orga-
nizational and technical nature, which con-
sists in digging and removing corpse(s) from
the burial site in the ground or another place
for primary, repeated or additional forensic
veterinary examination, as well as in the ex-
amination of objects found near the corpse(s),
within the framework of criminal proceedings
to verify and clarify existing and identify new
evidence or clarify other circumstances of
criminal proceedings with subsequent burial.

40 Yopuoyc 0., CuHoBepcpka T. KpumiHamicTHYHA MeTOAMKA PO3CJAiZyBaHHS JKOPCTOKOTO
[IOBO/PKEHHS 3 TBapuHaMu : MoHorpadis. Kuis, 2022. 248 c. URI: http://elar.naiau.kiev.ua/
jspui/handle/123456789/23142 (naTa 3BepHenHs: 10.01.2025).
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2. The grounds for examination of ani-
mal corpse related to exhumation are its sud-
den death and/or suspicion of violent death, if
no forensic veterinary or pathological exam-
ination of the corpse was carried out before
burial; the need to conduct primary, repeated
or additional forensic veterinary examina-
tion or a comprehensive forensic examination
based on the integration of specific expertise,
including veterinary knowledge; presentation
for identification; obtaining samples of biolog-
ical material (tissues, organs, fluids) for foren-
sic examination; doubts about the authentic-
ity of the cause of death determined prior to
burial due to newly discovered circumstances
of criminal proceedings (defects in treatment,
care, veterinary and sanitary measures, con-
cealment of a crime, etc.); clarification of dif-
ferences in the content of the examinations
available in criminal proceedings; inconsisten-
cy of the forensic veterinary expert conclusion
with other case (proceedings) materials; clari-
fication of other circumstances that are essen-
tial to criminal proceedings.

3. Exhumation of the corpse of animal
shall be carried out by the decision of the au-
thorized person conducting the pre-trial inves-
tigation or by the decision of the investigating
judge (court). If the owner (guardian) of the
deceased animal objects to the exhumation,
the decision on exhumation is issued by the
examining magistrate (court) at the request of
the person conducting the pre-trial investiga-
tion. All participants in the exhumation have
the right to participate in the court session.
Failure to appear of persons timely notified of
the time and place of consideration of the peti-
tion is not an obstacle for consideration of the
petition by the investigating judge (court). The
decision on permission to conduct an exhuma-
tion or refusal to conduct it can be appealed.

4. The following persons take part in
the exhumation of the corpse of the animal:
a person conducting a pre-trial investigation
(prosecutor, investigator, investigating offi-

cer), a veterinary medicine specialist, at least
two witnesses, technical staff. If necessary,
specialists of the State Food and Consumer
Service are involved in this procedure. The
resolution on exhumation is mandatory for
officials of local self-government bodies.

5. Prior to the exhumation of the ani-
mal corpse, the person conducting pre-trial
investigation shall present a resolution on the
examination of the animal corpse related to
exhumation and the written consent of the
owner (guardian) of the animal whose corpse
will be exhumed or a court decision to autho-
rize the exhumation, explain to the partici-
pants of this procedural action their rights
and obligations and make a record of this in
the “Protocol of examination of the animal
corpse related to exhumation”.

6. Corpse of the animal shall be re-
moved from the burial place in presence of in-
volved veterinary specialist. Examination of
the corpse is carried out in compliance with
sanitary and hygienic safety measures.

7. After exhumation, examination, Se-
lection of the necessary samples for research
and forensic veterinary examination, the an-
imal corpse is either buried in the same place
with the burial place restored to its previous
state, or cremated in the presence of an au-
thorized person conducting a pre-trial investi-
gation. Protocol is drawn up on the repeated
burial (cremation) of the corpse or its remains.

8. During exhumation, veterinary
medicine specialist may remove tissue sam-
ples, organs or parts thereof from the corpse
of an animal, as well as soil and things found
next to the corpse that are necessary for con-
ducting forensic veterinary research and are
important for clarifying the circumstances of
a criminal offense.

9. Exhumation procedure is recorded
by photographing or video recording and de-
scribed in detail in the protocol.

10. If necessary, the corpse of the animal
(its remains) may be delivered to the state ex-
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pert institution for forensic veterinary exami-
nation.

11. In accordance with Article 104 of this
Code, on the exhumation of the corpse of ani-
mal, protocol is drawn up, where everything
found is indicated in the sequence in which it
occurred and in the form in which it was ob-
served during the procedural (search) action. If
during the exhumation, things and objects were
removed for examination, then this should be
noted in the protocol. Measurement materials,
photographs, sound or video recordings, plans
and diagrams, graphic images, prints and casts
(if any) shall be added to the protocol.

12. The costs associated with the exhu-
mation, transportation and reburial of the
animal corpse shall be reimbursed in accor-
dance with the procedure established by law”.

Compliance with the above procedur-
al requirements is the key to clarifying the
actual circumstances of the case (proceed-
ings) for further effective investigation.

Conclusions

Exhumation of animal corpse(s) is an in-
vestigative (detective) action of an organi-
zational and technical nature, which con-
sists in digging up and removing corpse(s)
from the burial site in the ground or an-
other place for primary, repeated or addi-
tional forensic veterinary examination, as
well as in the examination of objects found
near the corpse(s), within the framework
of criminal proceedings to verify and cla-
rify existing and identify new evidence or
clarify other circumstances of criminal
proceedings with subsequent burial.

The grounds for examination of animal
corpse(s) related to exhumation are data of
criminal proceedings and the adoption of
relevant procedural decisions by the autho-
rized person conducting investigation.

Participants in the examination of
corpses of animals associated with exhu-

mation are a prosecutor, investigator or
investigating officer, veterinary medicine
specialist (and/or specialists of the State
Service of Ukraine on Food Safety and
Consumer Protection), at least two wit-
nesses, as well as technical staff.

Examination related to the exhuma-
tion of animal corpse(s) is a special pro-
cedural action within which we propose
to distinguish 3 stages (preparatory, main
(exhumation of the corpse and its exam-
ination) and final), each of which contains
a certain number of stages.

Exhumation procedure of animal
corpse(s), their examination and sampling
for laboratory tests shall be recorded in
the “Protocol of examination related to ex-
humation of animal corpse(s)”.

Based on the results of theoretical re-
search and developments of reputable sci-
entists in the field of criminalistics, crimi-
nal procedure and forensic science, based
on our own experience of forensic science
activities during 2010—2024 and given the
lack of rule in the Criminal Procedural
Code of Ukraine that would regulate the ex-
amination of exhumed animal corpses, we
propose to supplement the said Code with
anew Article 239-1 “Examination related to
the exhumation of animal corpse(s)”.

The sequence of exhumation exam-
inations we have outlined can be useful
to law enforcement officers and judges
during pre-trial investigations or court
proceedings in criminal proceedings for
crimes against animal health and life.

Orisii, OB’ A3aHUI 3 eKCTyMAI[i€l0
TPYIiB TBAPUH: TEeOPETUYHi, IPABOBI
i1 opranisamniiiai 3acagu

Iean Auenxo

Okpecneno nopsadok nposedenHs ma npobaem-
HI acnekmu 02450y, N08’s3aH020 3 eKC2yMAauiero
mpynie meapuH, K npoyecyasvHoi 0ii y Kpu-
MIHAAGHUX — NPOBAONCEHHAX.  3AnpONOHOBAHO
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JdonosHumMU KpUMIHAALHE NPOYECYdibHe 3AKOHO-
dascmeo Ykpainu Hogoto cm. 239-1«0ens0, nos’s-
3aHuil 3 ekczymayieio mpynig(-a) meapum(-u)».
Vnepuie copmynvosano dediniyiio «ekczymayis
mpynie(-a) meapun(-)». Cmeeponcyemuvcs, o
00’ekmamuL exceymayii Moxcyms 6ymu yiai mpy-
nu MeapuH HesanexnHo 6id eudy, 6iky, cmami,
nopodu, 8KAIYHO 3 aABOPMOBAHUMU NA00AMU,
mepmeo- abo  HUBOHAPOOHCeHUMU(-010) MBa-
puHamu(-o1); pewmramu 6y0v-aK020 cmyneHs
yiaicHocmi (ppazmenmayis), 30kpema, y Cmaui
KPUMIHAALHO20 3HUWEHHA. 3a3HaqeHo, U0
YHACHUKAMU 02480y Mpyna meapuxu, nog’sa-
HO20 3 eKczyMauielo, € npokypop, caiduuti abo
Ji3Hasay, a maxox Cneyiasicm eemepuHapHol
MeduyuHu, gaxieyi JJepinpoocnoicuscayic-
6u (30kpema, nabopamopiii pisHo20 pieHs uiel
Oepoccmpykmypu), He MeHUle 080X MOHAMUX
1 MexXHIYHUIL NepcoHan. ApeyMeHmo8aHo 3Micm
emanis 0240y (1i020moe4020, 0CHOBHOZ20 (eKcey-
Mayis ma cyooso-gemepuHapHA eKCrepmusa),
3aeepuianvHoeo) mpynie(-a) meapur(-u), nog’s-
3aH020 3 eKC2YMAYIEI0, KOJHeH 3 AKUX MICTUMb
ceoi cmadii. HazonoweHo, wo 8ukaadeHa 8 yiil
HayKkosill npaui npoyedypa 02120y, no8’a3aHozo
3 exceymayieto mpynie(-a) meapun(-u), Modxice
cmamu cknadogoio MemodudHUX peKoMeHOayill
0415 NpagooOXOPOHHUX Opearis i cydie nid uac do-
¢y0o8020 poscaidysanus abo cydogozo caidcmea
Y KPUMIHAALHUX NPO8A0HCEHHAX U000 3104 UHIB
npomu 30opoe’s ma scumms meapun. Jjas do-
CAAZHEeHHS. Memil 3ACIMOCOBAHO 63AEMO0OYMO6-
/leHl Memodu (anaai3, cunmes, ananoeis; ¢op-
MANLHO-A02IUHUTL,  /1021KO-2PAMATMUNHUL,  CU-
CTMEeMHO-CMPYKMYPHULL, MeopemuKo-npasosozo
MO0eA108aHHS; NOPIBHANLHO-TIPABOBUILL).

Katouosi caosa: exczymayis; 02420; mpy-
nu MeApuH; cneyianicm eemepuHapHoi medu-
YUHU; KPUMIHAAbHE NPOBAODNHCEHHA.
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