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The trends in development of doctrine of forensic characteri-
zation of crimes, debatable issues regarding its concept, quantita-
tive and qualitative composition are considered. It was established
that forensic characterization of crimes is a theoretical category
of criminalistics, system of data on the most general specifics of
type of crimes, typical circumstances, methods and mechanisms
of their commission, and other circumstances that are important
for the investigation. The main purpose of forensic characteriza-
tion of crimes is to implement its data in investigation methods.
Globalization processes, scientific and technological progress con-
tribute to quantitative and qualitative changes in criminal activ-
ity. Legal statistics of the General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine,
results of our research indicate that crimes in the field of proper-
ty relations, financial and economic and service activities in the
process of production, distribution, exchange and consumption of
material goods and services at enterprises, institutions, organi-
zations of priority areas of economy, implementation of official
powers in the field of managerial, financial, tax, and customs
control is most often committed by organized groups with corrup-
tion ties. In this regard, the purpose of the research is to determine
forensic specifics of economic crimes committed in the priority ar-
eas of economy, to develop a conceptual apparatus of such crimes,
to characterize economic crimes committed by organized groups
with corruption ties, to distinguish their components. In order
to achieve the goal, scientific methods of cognition are applied:
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observation, analysis, analogy, deduction, synthesis, descriptive-
analytical, modeling, etc. A new approach to defining the concept
of economic crimes is proposed. Economic crimes committed by
organized groups with corruption ties are characterized, and their
components are singled out for use in the investigation methods of

this type of crime.

Keywords: forensic signs; economic crimes; forensic charac-
terization; organized groups; corruption relations.

Research Problem Formulation

The problem of forensic characteriza-
tion of crimes began to be developed re-
cently, but it has established itself as one
of fundamental scientific theories of fo-
rensic science. Forensic characterization
as a logical result of the development of
general provisions of the methodology for
investigating certain types of crimes has
become the subject of discussion and con-
stant attention of forensic scientists who
study problems of methods for investigat-
ing crimes. As most researchers rightly
note, forensic characterization should be
understood as information about typical
specifics of a certain category of crimes
which analysis will determine the meth-
ods, techniques and means of their disclo-
sure and investigation.

Undoubtedly, information about
forensically significant aspects of cer-
tain types of crimes (about the method,
mechanism, circumstances of commis-
sion) are of particular importance for
the investigation methodology. It is the
basis for formation of investigative situ-
ations, determination of directions and
methods of investigation that testifies to
importance of forensic characterization

of crimes for the science and practice of
criminology as a structural element of the
investigation methodology. Adjustment
and development of new methods are
inextricably linked to the construction of
forensic characteristics of certain types
of crimes, their groups and subgroups.
In scientific sense, as noted in literature,
forensic characterization of crimes is
a theoretical category of criminalistics. It
contains a system of data on the most gen-
eral specifics of the type of crimes, typical
situations, methods, mechanism of their
commission, other circumstances that
are important for investigation. The main
purpose of forensic characterization of
crimes is to implement its data in investi-
gation methods. Its information base con-
sists of a consistent accumulation of data
obtained through generalization of judi-
cial and investigative practice of relevant
species (kind) of crimes.

Analysis of Essential Researches
and Publications

Theoretical provisions of the criminalistic
characterization of crimes are set out in
research papers by: V. Bakhin *; O. Kole-
snychenko % V. Shepitko, V. Konovalova

1 Baxus B. II. KpuMmuHanuctuka. IIpobaemsr u MHeHUs (1962—2002) : moHorpadus. Kues,

2002. C. 183.

2 Kosmecuuuenko A. H. O6uiue mMoJOKeHUsI METOANKY PACCIeIOBAHUS OTJENTbHBIX BU/IOB
NIPeCTYILJIEHNH : TEKCT JIeKLl. XapbKoB, 1976. 28 c.

45


https://doi.org/10.32353/khrife.2.2024.04

Theory and Practice of Forensic Science and Criminalistics. 2024. Issue 2 (35)

ISSN 1993-0917

e-ISSN 2708-5171  https://khrife-journal.org/index.php/journal

and V. Zhuravel, ®etc. It deserves attention
to the achievements of foreign research-
ers on this issue: S. Rose-Ackerman and
B. J. Palifka “; B. Zagaris °; Ch. Le Nguyen ¢,
H. McCann 7; J. C. Morse 8 K. C. Neanidis,
M. P. Rana and K. Blackburn ° R. Re-
meikiené, L. Gasparéniené, A. Fedajev,
E. Raistenskis and A. Krivins ! F. Cal-
deroni, T. Comunale, G. M. Campedelli,
M. Marchesi, D. Manzi and N. Frualdo *;
P. Pinotti 2.

Different approaches of scientists to
definition of the concept and structure
of forensic characterization of crimes

indicate complexity of the researched
issue. For example, O. Kolesnychenko
and V. Konovalova noted that “forensic
characterization is a system of informa-
tion about forensically significant specif-
ics of a crime (method, place, setting, etc.),
reflecting regular connections between
these specifics” **. V. Bakhin, researching
the elements-signs of the forensic char-
acteristics, came to the conclusion that
(from the point of view of practical pur-
pose) they constitute two groups: the first
contains signs that comprehensively char-
acterize a certain type of crime, which

3
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12

13

[Temiteko B. 10., Kornoaiosa B. O., )Kypasesb B. A. Ta iH. Po3cnizyBanns 37104nHIB Y cdepi
TOCITOZIaPChKOI AiSUIPHOCTI: OKpeMi KPpUMIiHaJMICTUYHI MeTOAUKY : MoHorpadis / 3a pez.
B. I0. leniTbka. Xapkis, 2006. 624 c. URL: https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/
PRAVO/Shepitko_Rozslid_2006.pdf (date accessed: 06.05.2024).

Rose-Ackerman 8., Palifka B. J. Corruption, Organized Crime, and Money Laundering /
Institutions, Governance and the Control of Corruption ; K. Basu, T. Cordella (eds). Inter-
national Economic Association Series. Ch. 4. Palgrave Macmillan, 2018. Pp. 75—111. DOI:
10.1007/978-3-319-65684-7_4 (date accessed: 06.05.2024).

Zagaris B. International White Collar Crime: Cases and Materials. Cambridge University
Press, 2010. 584 p.

Le Nguyen Ch. The International Anti-Money Laundering Regime and Its Adoption by
Vietnam. Asian Journal of International Law. 2014. Vol. 4. Is. 1. Pp. 197—225. DOI: 10.1017/
$2044251313000349 (date accessed: 06.05.2024).

McCann H. Offshore Finance. Cambridge University Press, 2006. Pp. 287—306. DOI: 10.1017/
CB09780511494536 (date accessed: 06.05.2024).

Morse J. C. Blacklists, Market Enforcement, and the Global Regime to Combat Terrorist
Financing. Researchgate. 2019. Vol. 73. Is. 03. 64 p. DOI: 10.1017/S002081831900016X (date
accessed: 06.05.2024).

Neanidis K. C., Rana M. P., Blackburn K. An empirical analysis of organized crime, corrup-
tion and economic growth. Ann Finance. 2017. Vol. 13. Pp. 273—298. DOI: 10.1007/s10436-
017-0299-7 (date accessed: 06.05.2024).

Remeikiené R., Gasparéniené L., Fedajev A., Raistenskis E., Krivins A. Links between crime
and economic development: EU classification. Equilibrium. 2022. Vol. 17. No. 4. Art. 909—
938. DOI: 10.24136/eq.2022.031 (date accessed: 06.05.2024).

Calderoni F., Comunale T., Campedelli G. M., Marchesi M., Manzi D., Frualdo N. Organized
crime groups: A systematic review of individual-level risk factors related to recruitment.
Campbell Systematic Review. 2022 Feb 11. Vol. 18. Is. 1. 87 p. DOI: 10.1002/c12.1218 (date ac-
cessed: 06.05.2024).

Pinotti P. The Causes and Consequences of Organised Crime: Preliminary Evidence Across
Countries. The Economic Journal. 2015. Vol. 125. No. 586. Pp. F158—F174. DOI: 10.1111/
ec0j.12238 (date accessed: 06.05.2024).

Kosecunuenko A. H., KonoBanosa B. E. KpuMuHanucTrudeckas XxapaKTepHUCTHKa IIPeCcTy-
IJIeHUH : y4eb. mocob. Xapbkos, 1985. C. 20.
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distinguishes it from other types of crime;
second group: signs capable of and de-
signed to ensure the detection and inves-
tigation of crimes . Some scientists hold
a different opinion: they propose to con-
sider as a component of forensic charac-
teristics primarily the circumstances that
constitute the content of the subject of ev-
idence in a specific criminal case, as well
as the circumstances that go beyond the
scope of evidence, but are important for
the investigation of crimes. This position
is controversial. Forensic characterization
of crimes is a category of forensic science,
the main structural element of investiga-
tion methodology. Elements-signs of fo-
rensic characteristics are real objects and
processes with all their characteristic pat-
terns. Forensic characteristics of crimes
cannot be replaced by a list of circum-
stances regulated by the Criminal Proce-
dural Code of Ukraine that are subject to
establishment and proof, i.e., the subject
of proof.

Some researchers prefer elements
of criminal law characterization that are
characterized by the main elements of the
corpusdelicti. This position in forensic sci-
ence is incorrect. We should state that ele-
ments of the forensic characterization (in
contrast to elements of the criminal law
of crime) are real objects with their char-
acteristic patterns. Content knowledge of
elements of criminalistic characterization
of crimes is of great practical importance
for solving problems of solving and inves-
tigating crimes. Cornerstone concepts of
forensic characterization (method and sit-
uation of committing a crime) are purely
forensic concepts.

The high level of modern theoretical
developments of forensic characteriza-
tion of crimes in general has brought to-
14 BaxuH B. II. Op. cit. C. 183.
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gether views of most forensic scientists
on the conceptual apparatus, which right-
ly note that the forensic characterization
should be understood as information
about the typical features of a certain cat-
egory of crimes, which knowledge will de-
termine the methods, techniques, means,
and main areas of investigation. Certainly,
information about forensic significant as-
pects of the crime (method, mechanism,
situation of commission of a criminal act
and its traces) are of particular impor-
tance for investigation methods; they are
the basis for formation of investigative
situations, nomination of versions, defini-
tion of methods of investigation.

In the scientific aspect, as noted in
literature, forensic characterization of
crimes is a theoretical category of foren-
sic science, a system of data on the most
common features of the type of crime
(typical situation, methods, mechanism
of their commission, other circumstanc-
es) that are relevant to investigation. The
main purpose of forensic characteriza-
tion of crimes is to implement its data in
investigation methods. Its information
base is accumulation of data obtained as
a result of generalization of judicial and
investigative practice of relevant spe-
cies(kinds) of crime.

In practical terms, this characteriza-
tion (as an informational basis for the
investigation process) contributes to the
correct choice by investigators of the
most optimal areas of investigation, both
in general and at its individual stages.
The investigator compares generalized
data on the signs of crimes of this type,
methods, situation of the act with the
event of investigated crime.

The foregoing testifies to impor-
tance of the forensic characterization
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of crimes for the theory and practice of
forensic science.

Article Purpose

Globalization processes, scientific and
technological progress contribute to
quantitative and qualitative changes in
criminal activity. Legal statistics of the
Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine,
the results of our research indicate that
crimes in priority areas of the economy
are most often committed by organized
groups with corruption ties. “White col-
lar” criminals are the organizers of shad-
ow business, have a corruption “roof”,
avoid criminal liability thereby economic
crimes have a high degree of latency.

In this regard, an urgent problem for
theory and practice of forensic science
is definition of the concept of economic
crimes committed in priority areas of
economy, development of forensic cha-
racteristics of economic crimes commit-
ted by organized groups with corruption
relations.

Research Methods

In order to achieve this goal, scientific me-
thods of cognition were used: observation,
analysis, analogy, deduction, synthesis,
descriptive-analytical, modeling, etc.

Main Content
Presentation

As O. Korystin and S. Cherniavskyi right-
ly note: organized economic crime is
a qualitatively new characteristic of or-
ganized and economic crime, since it is
embedded in the social system and sig-
nificantly affects other elements of this
system, primarily economy and politics.
The main goal of organized economic
crime is to obtain profits and super-pro-
fits by carrying out activities prohibited
by law. Organized economic crime is
a conglomerate of organized criminal
entities (groups), different in their struc-
ture, quantitative composition, specializa-
tion and scale of influence *°.

In legal literature, researchers dis-
cuss conceptual apparatus of economic
crimes. Thus, Ye. Streltsov considers eco-
nomic crimes to be criminal acts aimed
at violating property relations and the
existing procedure for carrying out eco-
nomic activities '°. For O. Perepelitsa,
economic crimes (in accordance with the
current legislation) are all crimes in the
field of economic activity V. It is worth
agreeing with L. Davydenko, who calls
economic crimes characteristic of both
the planned and market economies, as
well as actions related to the conditions
of the transition period *.

15 KopucrtiH O. €., Yepuascbkuii C. C. Opra"izoBaHa eKOHOMIYHA 3JI0YUHHICTD B VKpaiHi: cy-
YacHUU CTaH i cTpareris nporugii. FOpuduunuil yaconuc HayionaavHol akademii 6HympiuL-
Hix cnpag. 2011. Ne 1 (1). C. 78—88. URL: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/aymvs_2011_1(1)__12

(date accessed: 06.05.2024).

16 Crpenbnos E. JI. DkoHOMMYeCKad IPECTYIIHOCTb B YKpauHe :

C.113.

Kypc nekn. Ogecca, 1997.

17 Tlepenenmuua A. V1. Yros0BHAas OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 XO35HICTBEHHBIE IIPECTYILIEHU B ce-
pe npeAnpUHUMATEIbCKON AeATeTbHOCTH | KOMMEHT. K 3aKOHOZAT. XapbKoB, 1997. C. 11.

18 Jasugenko JI. M. KpuMminosoriuna kracudikariiss eKOHOMIYHUX 3JI0YMHIB Ta ii IpaKTUYHE
3HaueHHs. [Ipobaemu 60pomuvOU 3i 3A0HUUHHICIIO Y Cepl eKOHOMIUHOL OILAbHOCTI © MaT-T1
MDXHap. HayK.-IpakT. KoH®. (XapkiB, 15—16.12.1998). Xapkis, 1999. C. 131.
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In our opinion, the problem of iden-
tifying forensic signs of economic crimes
committed in the priority areas of the
economy by organized groups with cor-
ruption ties is associated with the crim-
inal law and forensic doctrine on the
signs of crimes. Legal literature outlines
scientific approaches to the conceptual
apparatus of forensic signs of embezzle-
ments. Analyzing different positions, we
agree with H. Matusovskyi and A. Dud-
nikov that forensic feature of a crime
should be considered as a fact that is the
result of a criminal act (traces of a crime
in a broad sense), which more or less
indicates the case of crime, its circum-
stances .

Analysis of scientific literature, inves-
tigative practice, results of our research
made it possible to identify a number
of forensic signs of economic crimes
contained (reflected) in specific traces,
methods of economic crimes, in condi-
tions and environment, namely:

« specific subjective composition
of economic crimes, organized
groups with corruption links that
include officials, corrupt officials,
materially responsible persons,
financial and accounting employ-
ees, entrepreneurs of legal, shad-
ow production, services and other
employees of enterprises, organi-
zations and institutions belonging
to priority areas of economy;

« specific subject of criminal en-
croachment is property, property
rights and obligations of state and
communal enterprises, institu-
tions and organizations belong-
ing to the priority areas of the

economy. These are: industries
(mechanical engineering, metal-
lurgical, chemical, etc.), agro-in-
dustrial and fuel and energy sec-
tors, foreign economic activity,
financial and credit and budgetary
systems, privatization, transport.
The subject of criminal infringe-
ment can be as movable (money,
securities, currency values; prop-
erty rights and obligations) as im-
movable property (land and other
natural lands, any property loca-
ted on land and related property
(buildings, structures, etc.);
criminal and corruption techno-
logy of economic crime is a set of
actions, operations, techniques,
corruption schemes, methods of
influence aimed at choosing the
scope and subject of criminal
encroachment, methods of sei-
zure of movable and immovable
property containing several inde-
pendent corpus delicti;

specific tangible, ideal, electro-
nic digital traces contained in the
methods of economic crimes, in
conditions and environment;
corruption relations are the main
and distinctive pattern of crimi-
nal activity of organized criminal
groups in the structure of state,
municipal enterprises, institu-
tions, organizations belonging to
priority areas of economy. Corrup-
tion relations ensure proper func-
tioning of the organized group,
development of their criminal
activities, counteraction to law en-
forcement agencies, etc.;

19 Marycosckuii I. A., lyauukos A. JI. KpuMuHanucTH4ecKas cUCTeMaTH3alus IPHU3HAKOB
XUIeHNH / PaccieoBaHNe XUIIEHUH rOCyJapCTBEHHOTO U OOIeCTBEHHOTO MMYIIEeCTBA
(mpobeMbl TAKTUKYU U METOAUKMY). XapbKoB, 1987. C. 28.
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« natural purpose of criminal activ-
ity is to obtain criminal proceeds
and their legalization. Organizers
of criminal business use more
than 60 ways to legalize criminal
proceeds;

« negative consequences of crim-
inal encroachment for enterpri-
ses, institutions, organizations
belonging to priority areas of
economy. These are real losses,
significant damage and other
grave consequences (bringing en-
terprise to bankruptcy, its illegal
privatization).

Systematic approach to the research
on forensic signs of economic crimes
committed in the priority areas of the
economy allows us to offer a new defini-
tion of economic crime. These are crimes
in the field of property relations, financial,
economic and official activities carried out by
organized groups with corruption relations,
during production, distribution, exchange
and consumption of material goods, services
at enterprises, institutions, organizations of
priority areas of economy using legal and
shadow business in criminal and corruption
technologies; during implementation of offi-
cial powers for management, financial, tax,
customs control.

In legal literature, concepts of foren-
sic characterization of crimes committed
by organized groups are debatable, var-
ious approaches to definition of forensic
characterization of the crime and its main

elements are proposed. Thus, V. Zhuravel
calls the elements of forensic characteris-
tics: the subject of a criminal offense; the
most characteristic typical features of or-
ganized criminal groups and the environ-
ment in which it is carried out; structure
of organized criminal groups and the role
functions of its members; typological spe-
cifics of members of organized criminal
groups; methods of criminal activity and
ways to counteract its exposure, etc.

H. Matusovskyiisin other positions. We
respect that the criminalistic characteris-
tics of the evils organized by evil groups
have ceased to be the primary structure
of evidence and similar techniques. This
characteristic may reflect a special con-
nection between other characteristics and
the characteristics of the criminal activ-
ity of an organized criminal group. This
characteristic, in the opinion of H. Ma-
tusovskyi is intended to combine two inter-
connected systems of data: 1) criminalistic
characteristics of new types of malignan-
cies from the strengthening of the directly
malignant activity of an organized malig-
nant group and 2) a criminalistic charac-
terization of organized violence group it-
self as a criminal formation. In this case,
the first system is suitable for criminalistic
characteristics of this type of crime; and
the other: a specific element that charac-
terizes an organized malignant group and
adjacent typical members, subjects of ma-
lignancy (peculiarity of the malignant),
malignant involvement 2.

20 JKypaBenb B. A. KpuMuHanncTudeckoe NMPOrHO3HMPOBAaHNE U BOIPOCH MPOMDUIAKTHUKHU
IIPECTYILJIEHUH, COBEPIIEHHBIX OPTaHU30BAHHBIMU IIPECTYNHBIMU (HOPMHPOBAHUAMU.
IIpobaemu 6opomvbU 3 0P2aHI308aHOI0 3NOUUHHICTIIO 6 pesioHl (Ha mamepianrax Xapkieco-
koi ma IToamascvkoi obaacmeil) : 36. MaT-JIiB MiXHap. HayK.-IpakT. koHD. (XapkiB, 26—

27.04.1999). Xapkis, 2000. C. 190.

21 MarycoBckuii I. A. DKOHOMHWYECKHUE IIPECTYIUIEHUS: KPUMHHATVUCTUYECKUN aHAIN3.

XapbKOB,

1999. C. 365—366. URL: https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/MA-

TUSOVSKIY_1999.pdf (date accessed: 06.05.2024).
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It should be noted that disaggre-
gation of theoretical principles of the
criminalistic characteristics of economic
crimes, organized by organized groups
with corruption ties, lies before the cur-
rent and future problems of the science
of criminology. As a result of investi-
gation and judicial practice, analysis
of criminal literature, the investigation
will produce forensically significant in-
formation about the signs of econom-
ic crimes that are identified by specific
them tangible, ideal, electronic digital
traces, in methods of economical evil,
in minds and situations; about the meth-
ods of forming organized groups and the
principles of their function, corruption
connections; about the specific charac-
teristics and role functions of members
of an organized group. We respect that
there is a criminalistic characterization
of economic crimes, organized by orga-
nized groups with corruption relations
is information model, a system of informa-
tion about criminalistic significant typical
signs of economic crimes, detected in specific
tangible, ideal, electronic digital traces in
methods, criminal corruption technologies,
circumstances of the crime, formation meth-
ods, principles of functioning of organized
groups, corruption relations.

In practical aspect, forensic charac-
terization is a kind of information base
for the investigator, a collection of infor-
mation about this type of crime that helps
to determine the directions and methods
of investigation, taking into account the
specific situation.

Legal literature states that issue of
structure of the forensic characterization
of crimes: quantitative and qualitative
composition of its elements is debat-
able. Thus, V. Bakhin, researching the
22 BaxwuH B. II. Op. cit. C. 38.
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signs of forensic characteristics, comes
to the correct conclusion that from the
point of view of their practical purpose,
they form two groups: the first contains
signs that comprehensively characterize
a certain type of crime, which makes it
possible to distinguish its features from
other types of crimes; the second group:
signs capable and designed to ensure
detection and investigation of crimes *.
Opponents of V. Bakhin note that struc-
ture of the forensic characterization of
crimes should include data on: material
traces of the crime; methods of com-
mitting and concealing a crime; scene,
time and mechanism of its implemen-
tation; crime circumstances; subject of
criminal encroachment; goals and mo-
tives of criminal act; personal character-
istics of participants in criminal proce-
dure; circumstances contributed to the
crime commission; specifics of criminal
complicity.

Structure of the forensic characteri-
zation of economic crimes presupposes
availability of certain elements. Infor-
mation about the elements and their
connections reveal the content of the fo-
rensic characterization. First of all, this
is information about the specific field of
criminal encroachment, specific subject
composition, methods of formation and
functioning of organized groups, crimi-
nal corruption technologies of organized
criminal activity in priority areas of the
economy, specific typical material, ide-
al, electronic digital traces of organized
criminal activity, corruption links. We
believe that definition of the main struc-
tural elements of the forensic character-
ization of economic crimes committed
by organized groups with corruption re-
lations is of great practical importance
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for the detection, disclosure and investi-
gation of these crimes and their preven-
tion.

Research on ways of formation of
organized groups is of significant impor-
tance. In the legal literature, there are
three ways of forming organized groups:
1) situational-voluntary; 2) functionally
contractual; 3) formal production. It is
worth noting that analysis of scientific
literature, investigative practice and the
results of our research make it possible
to single out five ways of forming orga-
nized groups at enterprises, institutions,
organizations of priority areas of the
economy, namely:

1) formal production (at enterprise, in-
stitution, organization, regardless of
the ownership form);

2) situational and contractual (in a fi-
nancial, banking, investment institu-
tion, organization);

3) illegitimate production (in structure
of shadow business of business enti-
ties);

4) functional and contractual (in struc-
ture of legal or shadow business, in
the field of investment, construc-
tion, transport, foreign economic
activity);

5) situational-volitional (criminal orga-
nization forms an organized group in
the structure of legal or shadow busi-
ness) %,

Specific element of forensic charac-
terization is corruption relations of an
official, a corruptor with the organiz-
ers of shadow and criminal business.
Corrupt connections are the main and
distinctive pattern of the criminal activ-
ity of organized criminal groups in the
economic sphere. Corrupt connections

ensure the proper functioning of an
organized group, development of their
criminal activities, opposition to law en-
forcement agencies, etc. We should note
that leaders of shadow and criminal
business seek to buy not a separate ser-
vice of a corrupt official, but his along
with the position, and not for a one-time
decision-making in interests of busi-
ness, but for the constant promotion
of their criminal activities, corrupt lob-
bying of their interests. In view of this,
they personally or through their “fixers”
pre-select the candidates of future cor-
rupt officials, taking into account their
special, functional and positional status
in the system of state authorities, man-
agement and law enforcement agencies,
former criminal involvement, immo-
rality, personal characteristics, greed,
cowardice, greed, rapacity, etc. Accord-
ing to this scheme, “contracted” corrupt
officials are selected from among dep-
uties, ministers, prosecutors, judges,
operatives, officials of customs bodies,
state fiscal service, ministries and de-
partments. According to the research
results, corruption ties provide:

«  corrupt assistance during selec-
tion of the object of criminal
encroachment, planning, prepa-
ration and implementation of
a criminal action, concealing its
traces;

«  corruption support of shadow and
criminal business;

« corruption protectionism in reg-
istration, licensing of fictitious
firms, fictitious financial insti-
tutions; obtaining illegal loans;
advantages and benefits to busi-
ness entities of criminal nature;

23 Kop:x B. II. PosciifyBaHHS OKpeMUX BUJIB 3JI0YMHIB : HaBY.-MeTOZ. 11ocib. Xapkis, 2012.

C. 98.
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during tenders contrary to the
requirements of laws;

«  corrupt lobbying of interests of the
organizers of criminal and shad-
ow business during the adoption
of laws, amendments and/or ad-
ditions to them, government res-
olutions, decisions and orders of
ministries and departments, as
well as other regulations;

«  corruption counteraction to inspec-
tions, audits, audits, operational
and investigative work to detect,
uncover economic crimes and in-
vestigate them;

+  corruption neutralization of forms
of social control in the branch of
economy, shadow business.

The specified corruption services are
used by the organizers of shadow and
criminal business during the implemen-
tation of corruption schemes, the imple-
mentation of illegal financial and eco-
nomic transactions and pay corruption
“kickbacks” to corrupt officials of state
authorities and management for ensur-
ing the criminal activity, its full and suc-
cessful completion ?*. Organizers of crim-
inal business use criminal corruption
technologies, modern means of commu-
nication, transport, the Internet, neural
networks. Criminal corruption technolo-
gies, typical methods of organized crim-
inal activity are reflected in material,
ideal, electronic digital traces. Members
of organized group, despite conspiracy,
use of legal business structures, official
financial and economic operations, at
any stage of criminal activity leave doc-
umentary sources of information that
make up the trace picture of economic

crimes. Identification of these traces
makes possible to determine the signs
of criminal corruption technologies of
economic crimes, methods of their com-
mission. An important element of the
forensic characterization of economic
crimes committed by organized groups
with corruption ties are the methods of
crimes that are characterized by two or
more types of crimes.

Research on organized criminal ac-
tivity in the economic field made possi-
ble to formulate the main structural ele-
ments of the forensic characterization
of economic crimes committed by orga-
nized groups with corruption relations.
First of all, these are:

1) data on methods of formation and
principles of functioning of organized
groups in the priority areas of economyj;

2) characteristics of corruption relations;

3) data on the topic of a criminal infrin-
gement;

4) information on signs of criminal cor-
ruption technologies of economic
crimes;

5) characterization of organized groups,
role functions and personal qualities
of group members;

6) data on situation of committing an
economic crime;

7) characteristics of typical traces of or-
ganized criminal activity.

Elements of forensic characterization
of economic crimes committed by orga-
nized groups with corruption links are
interdependent. They have correlations
(probable dependencies). If there are
some signs, the investigator may assume
the presence of others. Thus, the element
of the above characterization “object of

24 Kopx B. II. TeopeTudeckue npobaeMbl METOAUKY PacCiIef0BaHUS IPECTYIUIEHUI B cdhepe
SKOHOMUYECKOH [esITeIbHOCTH, COBEPIIaeMbIX OPraHU30BaHHBIMU IIPECTYIHBIMU 00pa-

30BaHUAMMU. XapbKoOB, 2002. C. 180.
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criminal encroachment” has such natural
connections as “organized group”, “traces
of a crime”, “method of its commission”,
“crime situation”, “corruption relations”
of organizers. This is the significance of
elements of forensic characterization of
economic crimes, its practical role.

We believe that main structural ele-
ments of forensic characterization of eco-
nomic crimes committed by organized
groups with corruption links developed
by us reveal its content and have scientific
and practical significance for the methods

of investigating this type of crime.
Conclusions

It is stated that forensic characterization of
crimes is a theoretical category of forensic
science, a system of data on general signs
of crimes, typical methods and circum-
stances of their commission, and other cir-
cumstances relevant to the investigation.
The main purpose of forensic characteri-
zation of crimes is to implement its data in
investigation methods.

It is proved that crimes in priori-
ty areas of the economy are most often
committed by organized groups with
corruption ties. Forensic significance of
information about the signs of economic
crimes is substantiated reflected in spe-
cific material, ideal, electronic digital
traces, in methods of economic crimes,
in conditions and environment.

Specific subjective structure of eco-
nomic crimes is revealed organized
groups with corruption relations, ways
of their formation and principles of
functioning; specific subject of crimi-
nal encroachment, criminal corruption
technologies of economic crimes, cor-
ruption relations, negative consequences
of criminal encroachment.

54

New approach to the definition of
economic crimes committed in priori-
ty areas of economy is proposed. It is
proved that economic crimes are com-
mitted by organized groups with corrup-
tion relations in the field of property re-
lations, financial, economic and official
activities in the process of production,
distribution, exchange and consumption
of material goods, services at enterpri-
ses, institutions, organizations of priority
areas of economy, during implementa-
tion of official powers for management,
financial, tax, customs control.

Concept of forensic characterization
of economic crimes committed by orga-
nized groups with corruption relations
is formulated. It is proved that forensic
characterization of economic crimes is
a structural element of methods for their
investigation and a benchmark for the in-
vestigator in determining direction and
methods of investigating an economic
crime committed by organized group
with corruption ties, tactics, conducting
certain investigative (search) actions, co-
vert investigative (search) actions, tacti-
cal operations in a particular situation.

The main structural elements of fo-
rensic characterization have been deve-
loped and it has been proved that they
reveal its content and have scientific and
practical significance for investigation of
this type of crime.

KpumMmiHaticTHYHA XapaKTepPUCTHUKA
€KOHOMIYHUX 3/I0YHHIB,
CKOEHUX OPraHi30BaHUMHM IpynaMu
3 KOPYNIiiHUMU 3B I3KaMU

Baaenmuna Kopaic

Pozenanymo meHOeHYil po38UMKY 64eH-
HSL NP0 KPUMIHAAICMUYHY XAPAKMePUCmu-
KY 3/104UHI8, OUCKYCIUHI NUMAHHA w000 il
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NOHAMMS, KIAbKICHO20 Ma SKICHO20 CKAAady.
Koncmamosaro, wo Kpuminanicmuyna xa-
PAKMepucmuKa 3104UHI8 — ye meopemut-
Ha Kamezopis KPUMIHAAICMUKU, cucmemda
danux npo HalibinvlL 3a2anbHi 03HAKU 8UJY
3/104UHI8, MUN08i 006CMAHOBKY, CNOCOOU
1l Mexamniamul ix CKOEHHA, THWI 06cmasumil,
WO MAawme 3HA4eHHS 048 PO3CAI0YE8AHHA.
OcHoBHe Npu3HaweHHA KPUMIHANICMUYHOL
XapakmepucmuKu 3/104UHI8 N0As2AE 8 ped-
Ai3ayil ii daHux y Memoouyi po3caidy8aHHs.
Ilpouecu enobanizauii, HayKOB0-MeEXHIU-
HUIL npozpec cnpusioms KiAbKICHUM 1 AKic-
HUM 3MIHAM Y KPUMIHAAGHIL OigAbHOCTI.
IIpasosa cmamucmuka IenepanvHoi npo-
Kypamypu YKpainu, pe3yavmami HAWUX
docaidxceHb cgiduams npo me, WO 3/404U-
HU Y cepi 8I0HOCUH 6aacHOCM, PIHAHCO-
80-eKOHOMIUHOL ma cay#6080i JisabHOCMI
y npoueci upobHuymea, po3nodiny, oomi-
Hy Ma CHOMUBAHHA MamepiasvHux 6aaz
i nocayz Ha NiONpUEMCMeEax, 8 yCmaHosax,
OpeaMisayisx npiopumemHuUx HAnpsImie
eKOHOMIKU, peanizauii CAyxbo8ux mnogHo-
8aXMeHb 3 YNpABAIHCLKO20, PIHAHCOB802O,
n00amkogoeo, MUMHO20 KOHMPOAIO HAll-
uacmilile CKOII0Mb OPeAHI308AHI 2pYNLL 3 KO-
pynuitinumu 36’a3kamu. Y 36’13ky i3 yum
Mema 00CAi0HeHHS — BUBHAUMU KPUMI-
HAAICMUYHI 03HAKU eKOHOMIYHUX 3/104l-
Hi8, CKOEHUX HA NPIOPUMEMHUX HANPAMAX
eKOHOMIKU, po3pobumu noHamitinuil ana-
pam makux 3404UHI8, CXaApaKmepu3ysamu
eKOHOMIYUHI 3/104UHL, CKOEHI OP2aHi308AH1L-
MU 2pynamu 3 KOpYnuillHUMU 36°I3Kamu,
BUOKpeMUMU iXHI ck1ado8i. JJas docseHeHHs
nocmaeneHoi memu 3acmoco8aHO HAYKOBL
memodu NI3HAHHA: CNOCMepeseHHs, AHd-
Ai3, aManoeiio, O0edyKyito, CUHME3, ONUCO-
80-aHANIMUYHUL, MOOeAi08aHHa ma iH. 3a-
TPOTIOH08AHO HO8UL Ni0Xi0 00 8UHAUEHHS
NOHAMMS eKOHOMIYHUX 3104UHI8. Cxapak-
MepU308aHO eKOHOMIYHI 3/A04YUHLU, CKOEHI
0p2aHi308anHUMU epynamu 3 KOpYynyiiHumMU
38’a3Kamil, 8UOKpemAeHO 1XHI ckaadosi ons
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3acmocysamHs 68 Memoouul po3caidy8aHHs
14020 8UJY 3104UHIE.

Karouoei caoea: KpuMIHAAICTUYHL
O03HAKU; eKOHOMIYHI 3/104UHU; KPUMIHAAIC-
MUYHA  XAPAKMEPUCMUKA; O0p2aHi308ami
2pyniL; KOpynuyitini 36’s3Ku.

Financing

This research did not receive any specific
grant from funding institutions in the public,
commercial or non-commercial sectors.

Disclaimer

Founders had no role in the study design,
data collection and analysis, decision to pub-
lish, or manuscript preparation.

Participants

The author contributed solely to the intellec-
tual discussion underlying this document,
case law research, writing and editing and
assumes responsibility for its content and in-
terpretation.

Declaration of Competing Interest
Authors declares no conflict of interest.

References

Bahin, V. P. (2002). Kriminalistika. Problemy
i mneniya (1962—2002) [Criminalistics.
Problems and opinions (1962—2002)]
monografiya. Kiev [in Russian].

Calderoni, F., Comunale, T., Campedelli, G. M.,
Marchesi, M., Manzi, D., Frualdo, N. (2022).
Organized crime groups: A systematic
review of individual-level risk factors
related to recruitment. Campbell Systematic
Review. Vol. 18. Is. 1. DOI: 10.1002/cl2.1218.

Davydenko, L. M. (1998). Kryminolohichna
Kklasyfikatsiia ekonomichnykh zlochyniv ta
yii praktychne znachennia [Criminological
classification of economic crimes and its
practical significance]. Problemy borotby zi
zlochynnistiu u sferi ekonomichnoi diialnosti :
mat-ly mizhnar. nauk.-prakt. konf. (Kharkiv,
15—16.12.1998). Kharkiv [in Ukrainian].

Kolesnichenko A. N. (1976). Obshie polozheniya
metodiki rassledovaniya otdelnyh vidov prestup-
lenij [General provisions of the methodology


https://doi.org/10.32353/khrife.2.2024.04
https://doi.org/10.1002/cl2.1218

Theory and Practice of Forensic Science and Criminalistics. 2024. Issue 2 (35)

ISSN 1993-0917

e-ISSN 2708-5171  https://khrife-journal.org/index.php/journal

for investigating certain types of crimes] :
tekst lekc. Harkov [in Russian].

Kolesnichenko, A. N., Konovalova, V. E.
(1985). Kriminalisticheskaya harakteristi-
ka prestuplenij [Forensic characteris-
tics of crimes] : ucheb. posob. Harkov
[in Russian].

Korystin, O. Ye., Cherniavskyi, S. S. (2011).
Orhanizovana ekonomichna zlochynnist
v Ukraini: suchasnyi stan i stratehiia
protydii [Organized economic crime in
Ukraine: the current state and strategy
of counteraction]. Yurydychnyi chasopys
Natsionalnoi akademii vnutrishnikh sprav.
Ne 1 (1). URL: http:/mnbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/
aymvs_2011_1(1)__12 [in Ukrainian].

Korzh, V. P. (2002). Teoreticheskie problemy
metodiki rassledovaniya prestuplenij v sfere
ekonomicheskoj deyatelnosti, sovershaemyh
organizovannymi  prestupnymi  obrazo-
vaniyami [Theoretical problems of the
methodology for investigating crimes in
the field of economic activity committed
by organized criminal entities]. Harkov
[in Russian].

Korzh, V. P. (2012). Rozsliduvannia okremykh
vydiv zlochyniv [Investigation of certain
types of crimes] : navch.-metod. posib.
Kharkiv [in Ukrainian].

Le Nguyen, Ch. (2014). The International
Anti-Money Laundering Regime and
Its Adoption by Vietnam. Asian Journal
of International Law. Vol. 4. Is. 1. DOI:
10.1017/S2044251313000349.

Matusovskij, G. A. (1999). Ekonomicheskie
prestupleniya:  kriminalisticheskij —analiz
[Economic crimes: forensic analysis].
Harkov. URL: https://library.nlu.edu.ua/
POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/MATUSOVSKIY_1999.
pdf [in Russian].

Matusovskij, G. A., Dudnikov, A. L. (1987).
Kriminalisticheskaya sistematizaciya pri-
znakov hishenij / Rassledovanie hishenij
gosudarstvennogo i obshestvennogo imu-
shestva (problemy taktiki i metodiki) [Fo-
rensic systematization of signs of theft /
Investigation of theft of state and public
property (problems of tactics and me-
thods)]. Harkov [in Russian)].

56

McCann, H. (2006). Offshore Finance.
Cambridge University Press. DOI: 10.1017/
CB09780511494536.

Morse, J. C. (2019). Blacklists, Market
Enforcement, and the Global Regime to
Combat Terrorist Financing. International
Organization. Vol. 73. Is. 03. DOI: 10.1017/
S002081831900016X.

Neanidis, K. C., Rana, M. P.; Blackburn, K.
(2017). An empirical analysis of organized
crime, corruption and economic growth.
Ann Finance. Vol. 13. DOI: 10.1007/s10436-
017-0299-7.

Perepelica, A. I. (1997). Ugolovnaya otvet-
stvennost za hozyajstvennye prestupleniya
v sfere predprinimatelskoj deyatelnosti
[Criminal liability for economic crimes
in the field of entrepreneurial activi-
ty] : komment. k zakonodat. Harkov [in

Russian].
Pinotti, P. (2015). The Causes and
Consequences of Organised Crime:

Preliminary Evidence Across Countries.
The Economic Journal. Vol. 125. No. 586.
DOI: 10.1111/ecoj.12238.

Remeikiené, R., Gasparéniené, L., Feda-
jev, A., Raistenskis, E., Krivins, A. (2022).
Links between crime and economic
development: EU classification. Equi-
librium. Vol. 17. No. 4. DOI: 10.24136/
q.2022.031.

Rose-Ackerman, S., Palifka, B. J. (2018).
Corruption, Organized Crime, and Money
Laundering / Institutions, Governance
and the Control of Corruption ; K. Basu,
T. Cordella (eds). International Economic
Association Series. Ch. 4. Palgrave
Macmillan. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-65684-
7_4.

Shepitko, V. Yu., Konovalova, V. O., Zhura-
vel, V. A. ta in. (2006). Rozsliduvannia
zlochyniv u sferi hospodarskoi diialnosti:
okremi kryminalistychni metodyky [Inve-
stigation of crimes in the field of economic
activity: certain forensic methods]
monohrafiia / za red. V. Yu. Shepitka.
Kharkiv. URL: https://library.nlu.edu.ua/
POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/PRAVO/Shepitko_
Rozslid_2006.pdf [in Ukrainian].


http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/aymvs_2011_1(1)__12
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/aymvs_2011_1(1)__12
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251313000349
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251313000349
https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/MATUSOVSKIY_1999.pdf
https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/MATUSOVSKIY_1999.pdf
https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/MATUSOVSKIY_1999.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511494536
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511494536
https://doi.org/10.1017/S002081831900016X
https://doi.org/10.1017/S002081831900016X
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10436-017-0299-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10436-017-0299-7
https://doi.org/10.1111/ecoj.12238
https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2022.031
https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2022.031
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-65684-7_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-65684-7_4
https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/PRAVO/Shepitko_Rozslid_2006.pdf
https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/PRAVO/Shepitko_Rozslid_2006.pdf
https://library.nlu.edu.ua/POLN_TEXT/KNIGI/PRAVO/Shepitko_Rozslid_2006.pdf

Valentina Korzh . Forensic Characterization of Economic Crimes
Committed by Organized Groups with Corruption Relations. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.2.2024.04

Strelcov, E. L. (1997). Ekonomicheskaya
prestupnost v Ukraine [Economic crime
in Ukraine] : kurs lekc. Odessa [in Rus-
sian].

Zagaris, B. (2010). International White Collar
Crime: Cases and Materials. Cambridge
University Press.

Zhuravel, V. A. (1999). Kriminalisticheskoe
prognozirovanie i voprosy profilaktiki pre-

stuplenij, sovershennyh organizovannymi
prestupnymi  formirovaniyami [Forensic
forecasting and prevention of crimes
committed by organized criminal groups].
Problemy  borotby =z  orhanizovanoiu
zlochynnistiu v rehioni (na materialakh
Kharkivskoi ta Poltavskoi oblastei) : zb. mat-
liv mizhnar. nauk.-prakt. konf. (Kharkiyv,
26—27.04.1999). Kharkiv [in Russian].

Korzh, V. (2024). Forensic Characterization of Economic Crimes Committed by Organized Groups
with Corruption Relations. Theory and Practice of Forensic Science and Criminalistics. Issue 2 (35).

Pp. 44—57. DOI: 10.32353/khrife.2.2024.04.

57


https://doi.org/10.32353/khrife.2.2024.04
https://doi.org/10.32353/khrife.2.2024.04

