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This article purpose is to highlight methodological issues
of modern forensic psychology analysis, to draw attention to
multifaceted reality meaning  acquiring different forms and
manifesting itself in different psychological effects. Independent
invariant statements of meaning definition in various psychological
concepts are outlined, and its ontological, phenomenological and
functional aspects in these concepts are considered. Using general
theoretical methods of scientific knowledge, the main differences
between cognitive and discursive psychology from theoretical
basis point of view of psychological phenomena are distinguished.
A number of methodological issues related to the solution of urgent
expert tasks of modern forensic psychology analysis are highlighted
(taking into account comments of expert practitioners regarding
peculiarities of conducting multidisciplinary psychological and
linguistic examinations). Referring to expert practice, object and
topic of psychological research according to traditional and modern
types of forensic psychological evaluations, as well as tasks solved by
forensic expert psychologist during interview with polygraph use are
defined. A complex of empirical methods used by expert psychologists
to highlight specific aspects of semantic reality during expert
research is given. Six varieties of dynamic semantic system of an
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individual are distinguished (personal sense, semantic attitude,
motive, semantic disposition, semantic construct and personal
value), which expert psychologist should take into account when
analyzing phenomena and regularities of semantic regulation of
human activity and consciousness in legally significant situations.

Keywords: semantic reality; invariant statements of meaning
definition; psychological researches; legally significant situation;
forensic psychology analysis.

Research Problem Formulation

Understanding meaning involves
understanding reality in problematic
situations, in particular legally significant
ones. Within forensic science framework,
focused on the maximum use of science
and technology achievements, forensic
psychology analysis is designed to
provide justice with a conclusion with a
thorough and comprehensive analysis
of psychological aspects of a legally
significant situation, namely: establish
such specifics of mental person activity
(and such their behavior manifestations),
“that have legal significance and cause
certain legal consequences” (paragraph 6.3
of section VI: Forensic Psychology Analysis
of Research guidelines on preparation and
appointment of forensic examinations and
forensic researches).

By its essence, forensic psychology
analysis, like any other forensic science,
is “research based on specific expertise in the
field of science, technology, art, craft, etc., of
objects, phenomena and processes with the aim
of providing a conclusion on issues that are or

will be hearing topic” (Article 1 of Law of
Ukraine: On Judicial Examination) 2. Given
urgent needs of pre-trial investigation
bodies and the fact that application
of  psychological knowledge (while
conducting as homogeneous researches as
forensic multidisciplinary examinations)
involves the specific expertise adaptation
to legal proceedings, it is advisable to
consider theoretical statements of general
psychology, as well as best practices of
expert practitioners regarding the outlined
issues for understanding methodological
issues related to solution of expert tasks
appearing to forensic psychology analysis.

Analysis of Essential Researches
and Publications

Issue of searching for meaning has long
been studied in theology, philosophy, and
art from the point of view of perceiving
and understanding hidden  senses
(categories of the sacred, after a while in
a broader context) and determining what
the worthiest human meaning of being
consists of. From the beginning of the

1 HaykKoBO-MeTOAWYHI peKOMeHJallil 3 IUTaHb IIiATOTOBKY Ta IIPHU3HAYEHHS CYJOBUX €KCIlep-
THU3 Ta €KCIIePTHUX JOCIiZKeHb : 3aTB. Haka3oM MiH'locTy Vkpainu Big 08.10.1998 p. Ne 53/5
(31 3amin. Ta gomos.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-98#Text (date accessed:

31.05.2023).

2 TIIpo cymoBy eKcIIepTHu3y : 3aKOH YKpainu Bif 25.02.1994 p. Ne 4038-XII (3i 3miH. Ta gomos.). URL:
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4038-12#Text (date accessed: 31.05.2023).
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XX century, semantic problems were in
the center of attention as philosophers
(R. Barthes 3 L. Wittgenstein ¢,
M. Heidegger °, E. Husserl ¢ H.-
G. Gadamer 7, J. Derrida % G. Deleuze °,
M. Mamardashvili *, J.-P. Sartre !
G. Frege 2, C. Jung 3, K. Jaspers ' et
al.), and psychiatrists (L. Binswanger ',
V. E. Frankl ', 1. D. Yalom" et al.). During
the 20th century, the meaning concept
evolved from linguistic understanding of

sense of a word = meaning of a word to concept
application of sense in psychological
analysis of categories activity, consciousness
and personality, concepts of meaningful
individual organization. At the same time, if
foreign psychologists considered meaning
as a phenomenon of objective reality in
the context of meaningful life problems
(A. Adler '8, J. Bugental *, A. Maslow %,
R. P. May %, V. E. Frankl ?), then most Soviet
researchers studied meaning as subjective

3 Barthes R. Elements of Semiology. N. Y., 1968. 112 p. URL: https://monoskop.org/images/2/2c/
Barthes_Roland_Elements_of_Semiology_1977.pdf (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

4 BirrenmrraiiH JI. Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus; ®imocodcrbki gocaipkeHHS / mep. 3 HiM.
€. ITormoBuya. Kuis, 1995. 311 c. URL: https://web.archive.org/web/20161020042846/http://shron.
chtyvo.org.ua/Wittgenstein_Ludwig/Filosofski_doslidzhennia.pdf (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

5 Taiigerrep M. ByrTa B okoni peueit / Bosuak T. TekcTu Ta nepexsiazu. Xapkis, 1998. C. 332—
345. URL: https://www.ji.lviv.ua/ji-library/Vozniak/text-i-perekl/kn3-heid2.htm (date accessed:
31.05.2023).

6 Tyccepus E. Inei uncroi heHoMeHo10r11 i peHOMeHOMOTIUHOT (Ppinocodii. Kuura nmepima. 3aransb-
HUH BCTYII 10 4rcTol heHOMeHoJIori1 / rep. 3 HiM. i komeHT. B. Kebynazze. Xapkis, 2020. 348 c.

7 Tamawmep I.-T. Ictuna i metog. T. 1 : Tepmeneptura I: OcHoBu ¢inocodchbKoi TepMeHEeBTUKY /
riep. 3 HiM. O. MokpoBosbcbkoro. Kuis, 2000. 464 c. URL: https://shron3.chtyvo.org.ua/Gadam-
er_Hans-Georg/Istyna_i_metod_t1.pdf (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

8 Derrida]. La Dissémination. Paris, 1972. 411 c.

9 Deleuze G. The Logic of Sense. Columbia University Press ed., 1990. 393 p.

10 Mamapzamsuiau M. K. PopMel U coiepKaHme MBIILIEHNS : aBTOped. AUC. ... -pa PUIOC. HAYK.
T6uaucu, 1970. 48 c.

11 Captp XK.-II. Byrrs i nimo (bparmentn) / mep. B. Jlaxa // CyuacHa 3sapybixxHa ¢imoco-
¢is. Teuii i Hanpamu : xpecromartia. Kuis, 1996. C. 112—182. URL: https://www.academia.
edu/37046100/%D0%96%D0%B0%D0%BD_%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8C_%D0%A1%DO0
%B0%D1%80%D1%82%D1%80_%D0%91%D1%83%D1%82%D1%82%D1%8F_%D1%96_%D0%
BD%D1%96%D1%89%D0%BE_%D1%84%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B-
D%D1%82%D0%B8_%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%80_%D0%92%D1%96%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B-
B%D1%96%D0%B9_%D0%9B%D1%8F%D1%85_ (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

12 Frege G. Schriften zur Logik und Sprachphilosophie: Aus dem Nachlass. Hamburg, 2001. 217 s.

13 I0ur K. T'. ApxeTunu i KoJeKTUBHE HecBigome / iep. 3 Him. K. KoToK ; Hayk. pes. O. ®emoserp.
JIbBiB, 2018. 608 c.

14 slciepc K. IIpo cenc icropii (bparmentn) / mep. A. Topaienka // CydacHa 3apybixkHa
dinocodisg ... . C. 183—210.

15 Binswanger L. Grundformen und Erkenntnis Menschlichen Daseins. Ziirich, 1942. 342 s.

16 ®pauksn B. E. JlloauHa B IOUIyKaX CIPaBXHBOIO ceHCy. Ilcuxosnor y KoHIifrabopi / mep.
0. 3amoricekoi. Xapkis, 2016. 160 c.

17 Yalom I. D. Existential Psychotherapy. Basic Books, 1980. 544 p.

18 Adler A. The Science of Living. Hardcover, 1930. 264 p.

19 Bugental J. F. T. Intimate Journeys: Stories from Life-Changing Therapy. Jossey-Bass, 1990. 335 p.

20 Maslow A. H. Motivation and Personality (First ed.). N. Y., 1954. 411 p.

21 May R. The Discovery of Being. W. W. Norton & Company, 2015. 224 p.

22 ®pankzx B. E. Op. cit.
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personal characteristics reflecting
process of human interaction with reality
(L. Vygotsky %, D. Leontiev *, A. Leontiev %,
S. Rubinstein *). New ideas from the
outlined issues were produced by G. Kelly
(psychology of personal constructs),
H. R. Harré?® (ethnogenic approach within
the framework of discursive psychology),
Yu. T. Dzhendlin * (phenomenological
psychotherapy), J. R. Nuttin * (theories of
behavioral dynamics), Dzh. Shotter and
K. J. Gergen * (social ecology) and others.
Since meaning is a special psychological
reality, ignoring or limiting it (e.g.,
emotions), it is impossible to understand
the peculiarities of the mental activity of an
individual (its cognitive schemes, patterns
of significance, matrix of beliefs, etc.)
and their influence on consciousness and
behavior of a person in a legally significant
situation, we consider it expedient to
considerin detail best practices of scientists
and expert practitioners on outlined issues.

Article Purpose
Consider theoretical and practical aspects

of  psychological analysis of semantic
reality in legally significant situation

to comprehend methodological issues
associated with solving forensic issues
facing forensic psychology analysis.

Research methods

In order to achieve this goal, general theo-
retical methods of scientific cognition were
used: empirical (observation, comparison,
measurement, experiment), theoretical (as-
cension from the abstract to the concrete,
idealization, formalization, axiomatic meth-
od), as well as theoretical and empirical re-
search (abstraction, analysis and synthesis,
induction and deduction, modeling, etc.).

Main Content Presentation

According to current legislation of
Ukraine, forensic psychology analysis
is appointed in the case when specific
expertise in the field of psychology is
required to resolve certain issues that are
essential for criminal proceedings (civil,
economic, administrative cases). The list of
questions posed to forensic psychologist is
quite wide. Taking into account the type of
forensic psychology analysis, psychologist
conducts research on:

23 Beirorckuit JI. C. Ilcuxosorust passutus demoBeka. Mocksa, 2005. 1136 c. (Bubiamoreka Bce-

MUPHOH [ICUXOJIOTUN).

24 Jleontses /I. A. IICHXO0JIOTHS CMBICJIA: IPUPOJA, CTPOSHME U JUHAMUKA CMBICJIOBON peaIbHO-

CTU. 2-e usj., uctp. Mocksa, 2003. 487 c.

25 JleountseB A. H. [ToTpe6GHOCTH, MOTUBHI U1 CO3HAHUE. MOmuegul 1 CO3HAHUE 8 N08eJeHULL 4e08eKA ©
Te3. coobuy. XVIII MexxayHap. KoHrp. ricuxoi. Cumir. 13. Mockea, 1966. C. 5—20.
26 Py6unmreiis C. JI. Bertue u cosHanne. Mockea, 1957. 328 c.

27

28

29

30

31

Kelly G. A. A Theory of Personality. The Psychology of Personal Constructs. W. W. Norton & Com-
pany, 1963. 202 p.

Harré H. Rom. Social Being: A Theory for Social Psychology. Oxford, 1979. 438 p. ; Harré R.,
Clarke D. D., de Carlo N. Motives and Mechanisms: An Introduction to the Psychology of Action.
London, 1985. 174 p.

Gendlin E. T. Experiencing and the Creation of Meaning: A Philosophical and Psychological
Approach to the Subjective. Northwestern University Press, 1997. 302 p.

Nuttin J. Psychoanalysis and Personality. A Dynamic Theory of Normal Personality: Transl.
N.Y., 1953. 310 p.

Shotter J., Gergen K. J. Social Construction: Knowledge, Self, Others, and Continuing the Con-
versation. Annals of the International Communication Association. 1994. Vol. 17. Is. 1 : Communi-
cation Yearbook 17. Pp. 3—33. DOI: 10.1080/23808985.1994.11678873 (date accessed: 31.05.2023).
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individual psychological
characteristics and leading
qualities of the individual;

ability of witness or victim to
correctly perceive circumstances
that are relevant to the case
and provide correct (adequate)
evidence about;

ability measures of accused to
understand nature of actions
committed and their consequences;
existence or absence of an
emotional state in examinee at
the time of the illegal actions,
which significantly affected his
consciousness and behavior;
ability of juvenile suspect (accused)
to fully understand the meaning of
his actions and manage them;
ability assessment of mentally
healthy victim to understand the
nature and significance of the
actions of accused (assessment of
ability to resist him (in rape cases);
establishing mental state of
person who committed suicide
(posthumous forensic psychology
analysis);

social and psychological character-
istics of criminal group members;
determination of peculiarities of
a person’s perception of the actual
side of events and situation real
content considered in the case
(examination on the issues of
causing psychological influence);
judicial protection of civil rights
and interests of a person (in
cases of compensation for moral
damage);

«  establishing degree of understand-
ing by a person of the content of
agreements concluded by him/her,
his/her ability to make informed
decisions; detection of non-patho-
logical mental anomalies in a ca-
pable person interfering with ade-
quate reality reflection (in cases of
invalidation of an agreement con-
cluded by a capable person);

« establishing child’s psychological
compatibility with each of the
parents, guardians, adoptive
parents; determining capabilities
of specific persons to provide
the most favorable upbringing
for the child’s development (in
cases of eliminating obstacles to
communication with the child
and establishing the procedure for
participation in its upbringing);

+  specifics of communicative activity
of the person recorded in the video;

«  psychological specifics of infor-
mation content and its orientation
(during multidisciplinary psycho-
logical and linguistic research);

« survey using a special technical
means: polygraph (to obtain
approximate  information on
significant events and certain
actions)*, etc.

The research object of forensic
psychologist according to traditional subject
types of forensic psychology analyses is
a person as a person (examinee) and a set of
information sources reflecting information
about mental activity of this person in
legally significant circumstances *. Given
definition of personality as a phenomenon

32 HaykoBo-MeToZu4Hi pekoMesHzamii ... . URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0705-
98#Text (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

33 €roposa T. M., €ropos B. B. /lucKyciliHi MUTaHHA IOA0 00’€KTa Ta IpesMeTa CyZ0BOI IICHUXO0-
JIOT{YHOI eKCIIepTu3n. AKMYAAbHI NUMAHHS CYy00801 eKCnepmu3u i KpUMIiHaAicmuky : 30. MaT-JiB
MixHap. HayK.-IIpaKT. KOHO., mpucBgd. 150-piu. 3 AHI Hapomx. 3aci. npod. M. C. Bokapiyca
(XapxiB, 18—19.04.2019). Xapkis, 2019. C. 428—430.
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of social development, a concrete
living person with consciousness and
self-awareness ** (subject of “conscious
productive activity and social behavior of an
individual with a socially conditioned system
of higher mental properties that is formed
and manifests itself in self-changing activity,
communication, mediates, regulates the
interaction of a person with environment” ),
expertology analysis of cases involving
living persons, as well as post-mortem
examinations, involves highlighting the
content of value-meaning field of the
individual as a complex psychological
phenomenon that is a connecting link
between consciousness and activity.

Within the framework of
multidisciplinary ~ psychological and
linguistic =~ examinations, object of

psychological research is information
content (and not mental examinee activity)
and sources of information about specifics
of communicative situation which they are
attached to *. According to this species of
forensic science, psychological specifics of
information content as a communicative
unit are subject to expert evaluation that
always has its own sense and orientation.
Itis competence of forensic psychologist to
determine the psychological components
of information content sense and its
semantic orientation.

Consequently, expert analysis of
all research objects without exception

within the framework of forensic
psychology analyses involves highlighting
psychological aspects of semantic reality
in a legally significant situation.

In psychology, the concept of
meaning belongs to the most significant
analytical concepts, besides, range of
theoretical approaches to it is extremely
wide. According to the exact definition
of O. M. Leontiev, “problem of meaning...
is the last analytical concept that crowns
the general doctrine of the psyche, just as
the concept of personality crowns the entire
system of psychology” .

At the current stage of psychology
development, idea of meaning is
determined by a significant number of
concepts, constructs, functional systems,
processes and fields of experience and
scientists consider semantic reality (as
a special kind of reality) from standpoint of
parts, process and the whole. For example,
M. B. Karlsen characterizes meaning as
“process and ideal, structure and sequence,
possibility and limitation, achievement
and intention, noun and verb, which are
formed and transformed during all stages of
an adult’s life” *. In general, this concept
contains almost everything: “Meaning as
a noun contains elements of constructions,
word systems, cognitive schemes, belief
matrices, orienting mechanisms, patterns
of significance. <...> Predicative qualities
of meaning — process, movement, growth,

34 Iamap B. B. Cy4yacHU! TIyMaYHUH ICUXOJIOTIYHIUH CIIOBHUK. XapKiB, 2005. C. 305. URL: https://
library.udpu.edu.ua/library_files/427530.pdf (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

35 CioBHUK IcuxosoriuHux TepMiniB / H®aV : odin. caiit. URL: https:/nuph.edu.ua/slovnik-psi-
hologichnih-terminiv/ (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

36 Cexepax T. H. HoBble HampaBieHUs [ICUXOJOIMYECKIUX UCCIEA0BAHN B CYZeOHOM IICHUX0JIO-
TUYECKOH 3KCIepTU3e. AKMYdAbHI NUMAHHS CY0080i ekcnepmu3u i KpuMiHaAicmuku : 36. MaT-JiB
MiXXHap. HayK.-IIpakKT. KoH®.-moinory (Xapkis, 15—16.04.2021). Xapkis, 2021. C. 251—252. URL:
https://www.hniise.gov.ua/uploads/files/public-folder/2021_tezy_konference%20in%20print5.

pdf (date accessed: 31.05.2023).
37 Jleoutses A. H. Op. cit.

38 Carlsen M. B. Meaning-Making: Therapeutic Processes in Adult Development. N. Y. : Norton,

1988. 264 p.

108



Tetiana Kharina, Oksana Rusanova. Semantic Reality in Forensic Psychology Analysis
Context (Review article). DOI: 10.32353/khrife.2.2023.06

intention, evolution of personal synergies,
growth and development “from — to”. <...>
Therefore, “sense” is simultaneously meaning
and understanding, intention and intending,
being and existence” *. The main sense
characteristic is the source indication.

It is traditional for forensic
psychological examination (both in
relation to living persons and postmortem
examinations) to research on case files
and documents attached to (medical
documentation, expert conclusions,
interrogation protocols, creative
products of an examinee person, etc.)
as a set of sources of information about
peculiarities of mental activity subject in
a legally significant situation. Forensic
psychological examination is prescribed
for a mentally healthy person: human
being who is able to be aware of and
regulate their own actions, as well as
in case of detection of a decrease in
a mentally healthy person’s ability to be
aware of and regulate their own behavior
in a legally significant situation (if such
detection is of temporary or situational
nature, due to influence of external
and/or internal factors): then forensic
psychologist should find out actual ability
of the subject to conscious self-regulation
of activity (reflecting measure of potential
ability to consciously regulate one’s
own activity in specific circumstances
depending on the dynamic (emotional)
state, correspondence of intellectual and
personal resources for situation (task)
requirements.

Personal understanding of his own
actions is a reflection of both objective
(external to him) and subjective (own)
characteristics. Since forensic psychology
analysis should find out whether a person

39 Carlsen M. B. Op. cit.
40 JleounTneB A. H. Ykas. cou.
41 Ibid.

understands dependence of his actions
on the goal and the reasons (motives) that
make him commit these actions, as well
as consequences that his actions can lead
to, we set the task to determine whether
a person understands the sense of his
actions (according to O. M. Leontiev) *.

Analyzing and systematizing
interpretations of the sense concept of
in historical context makes possible to
state that in philosophy and the linguistic
sciences (where the concept of meaning
was not used as a synonym for meaning),
it had two most common invariant
characteristics:

1) contextuality (sense of something
is determined by correlation with a
wider context);

2) intentionality (sense of something
indicates the  purpose, target
orientation or direction of movement).
Based on these two main

characteristics, sense of something is
defined as the place and role (purpose) in
a more general structure *.

Psychologists distinguish invariant
provisions of the sense definition repeated
in different psychological concepts
independently of each other:

+ Sense link with
(meaning) for the subject of
certain  objects, phenomena,
actions and events, as well as its
individual uniqueness;

« sense conditionality of the object
or the action of its (its) place in
a wider context;

« relationship between the
subject and the world as a sense
determinant;

+ needs, motives and intentions of
the subject as a sense source;

significance
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+ dependence of sense on cognitive
processes of information
processing and image building;

+ conditionality of senses by unique
experience and biography of
the subject (with an emphasis
on affective experiences of early
childhood);

«  special role of the subject’s activity
in generating meanings;

+ sociocultural determination of
meanings, when the decisive role
in generation of senses is given to
learning and self-learning;

« influence of other people on
generation of senses (valences) in
the form of an order, prohibition
or example.

Opinions of different authors about
nature of senseinfluence on consciousness
and activity differ less: some believe that
behavior is determined by the senses
of situations, objects and phenomena,
others that no activity is possible without
meaning at all (lack of meaning causes
disease), still others note influence of
sense on the course of cognitive processes,
and still others associate personal ability
to self-determination with senses.

Among the views of various authors
on internal structure and dynamics
of senses, it is difficult to single out
general provisions, with exception of
situational variability idea of sense and
its dependence on current subject state,
as well as emphasizing that sense cannot

42 Jleountres [I. A. Op. cit.

always be conceptually represented, it
is not always conscious and not always
clearly expressed by available means .

In view of the conceptual provisions
of the theory of felt meaning of
Yu. T. Dzhendlin, American philosopher,
psychologist and psychotherapist, sense
cannot be calculated and recounted:
it should be encountered, discovered,
felt, listened to and enabled to appear “.
Noting that meaning always contains some
implicit aspects that are not symbolized
at the moment, the researcher traces
functioning of non-verbalized meanings
that are directly felt in speech, thinking,
observation, action, in the work of
memory and understanding and comes to
the conclusion that relations are decisive
between the verbally symbolized meaning
and felt sense, from which meaning is
born *. American scientist characterizes
experience, which is both opposed to
symbolization and related to it, as a pre-
conceptual meaning that is directly felt
and that can be called incomplete without
embodiment in symbolic forms.

Forms where sense can exist are
diverse. Western researchers mname
a number of systems (kinesthetic, visual,
auditory, tactile and olfactory sensory
systems, symbolic systems) in which
meaning can be expressed in the process
of interpersonal interaction “. The
emphasis placed on each of these forms
within the holistic meaning system will
vary, but each form will play a role in the
individual construction process “.

43 Gendlin E. T. Focusing-Oriented Psychotherapy: A Manual of the Experiential Method. N. Y. :

Guilford Press, 1998. 317 p.
44 Ibidem. Experiencing ... .

45 Thomas L. Nothing more theoretical than good practice: teaching for self-organized learning //
Issues and Approaches in Personal Construct Theory / D. Bannister (Ed.). London etc. : Academ-

ic press, 1985. Pp. 233—251.

46 Harré H. Rom. Discursive Psychology and the Boundaries of Sense. Organization Studies. 2004.
Vol. 25. Is. 8. Pp. 1435—1453. DOI: 10.1177/0170840604046351 (date accessed: 31.05.2023).
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It is known from scientific literature
that traditional (cognitive) psychology
distinguishes three ontological types
of  reality:  personality (identity),
consciousness (intrapsychic field) and
actual reality (world external to personality
and consciousness). The first two types are
a branch of psychological knowledge, the
third is a kind of independent criterion
for understanding mental phenomena
and verifying their interpretations. At the
same time, it is assumed that versions
of external world in consciousness of
individuals: perception, representation,
reproduction (description), message arise
by themselves, naturally and simply.
Discursive psychology questions the
legitimacy of such an assumption *.
According to some British psychologists,
the errors of cognitivists begin with
neglecting the very intelligible process
by which reality is constructed. From
discursive positions, context validity
of actions, that is, the actual version
of what is happening, “considered as
something constructed by the participants
in the process of their social practice,
therefore the psychologist has no right to
legalize amny wversion of reality without
studying this practice” *. Thus, the focus
of contemporary psychological issues is
the discourse on the actual, as well as the
ways in which reproduction (description),
representations, reports, or versions
acquire apparent independence from their
subject. This approach can reasonably be
applied to study of the first two (properly
psychological)  reality fields alike
personality and consciousness. People

create versions of their personal inner lives
as well as factual descriptions of external,
public realities. Therefore, taking the side
of social constructivism, it is impossible
to adhere to traditional differentiated
ontology. In addition, this position makes
possible to trace the relationship and
mutual influence of external and internal
realities, since people constantly create
such versions of past events that justify
their motives or motivate real actions *.
Thus, if the cognitive interpretation of the
mental is based on perceptual processes
and their transformation, then supporters
of the discursive approach emphasize the
process of representation and investigate
the discursive (social-symbolic) basis of
psychological phenomena.

H. R. Harré, theorist of discursive
psychology notes that actions acquire
social content due to their inclusion
in a wider social context; the sense of
individual elements of behavioral chain
is determined by their place in this chain.
The researcher cites five hierarchical
levels of meanings present in social
interactions:

1) first, lower level is set by the most
deliberate action;

2) second: implementation of deliberate
(with a certain intention) act;

3) third: its indirect effect;

4) fourth:  intentional
consequences;

5) fifth, hermeneutic level is associated
with going beyond practical effects of
the action and acquires meaning only
in the plane of analysis of expressive
action aspect.

future  act

47 Harré H. Rom. Discursive Psychology ... . DOI: 10.1177/0170840604046351 (date accessed:

31.05.2023).

48 Potter J., Edwards D., Wetherell M. A Model of Discourse in Action. American Behavioral Scientist.

1993. Vol. 36. No. 3. Pp. 383—401.

49 Harré H. Rom. Discursive Psychology ... . DOI: 10.1177/0170840604046351 (date accessed:

31.05.2023).
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It is expressive aspect, and not the
practical determining hidden action
significance, its no longer social, but
personal sense, although the Ilatter
cannot exist otherwise than in relation
to the system of social meanings *. It is
personal senses derived from social ones
that largely determine uniqueness of
the psyche of each individual *!: they are
actually metaphorically reworked social
semiotic systems. The main determinant
of personal meanings is expressive aspect
of life path of the individual indicated
by the concept of psychological biography
(according to the definition of H. R. Harré:
moral career) %2,

D. O. Leontiev in the Sense Psychology.
Nature, structure and dynamics of semantic
reality fundamental research paper
describes three planes of semantic
reality and, accordingly, three aspects of
sense: ontological, phenomenological,
and functional ones. Being in unity with
each other, they correspond to three
fundamental = general  psychological
categories: personality, consciousness,
activity. The researcher understands the
sense as a relationship between subject
and object (phenomenon), determined
by the object place (phenomenon) in the
subject life, distinguished by this object
(phenomenon) in the image of the world
and embodied in personal structures
that regulate the subject’s behavior in
relation to this object (phenomenon).
Given the conceptual positions of the
author, experimental research can be
directed to two of the three facets of
sense to their phenomenological or

substrate (regulatory) aspect. In the first
case, the research subject is semantic
connections in the image, worldview,
subjective semantics, images in the
broad sense of the word. In the second,
regulatory influence of certain individual
features of the semantic field or semantic
attitudes induced in the experimental
situation on processes of practical and
cognitive activity, on solution of specific
and more general tasks, up to the impact
on the subject life path in general. At the
same time, similar researches become
researches on semantic reality if during
consideration of independent and
mediated variables, their ontological
aspect is taken into account, in other
words, their place in the structure of life
relationships *.

Modern practice of conducting
forensic psychology analyses indicates
that in order to cover specific aspects
of semantic reality (in accordance with
the tasks set), a set of complementary
empirical methods should be used:
bibliographic, conversation, observation,
experiment, surveys, tests (including
psychometric, projective and semi-
projective, etc.), analysis of the documents
provided, study of activity products, as well
as psychosemantic, phenomenological,
expert evaluation, etc.

Thus, forensic psychology analysis
by traditional subject types covers a huge
range of tasks, which solution allows pre-
trial investigation bodies of and the court
to take into account peculiarities of mental
individual activity (and their impact on
consciousness and behavior of the person)

50 Harré H. Rom. Personal Meanings: Semantic Relations of the Fourth Kind // Personal mean-
ings : the first Guy’s Hospital symposium on the individual frame of reference / E. Shepherd,
JWatson (Eds.). Chichester etc. : Wiley, 1982. Pp. 9—22.

51 Ibidem. Personal Being: A Theory for Individual Psychology. Oxford : Blackwell, 1983. P. 281.

52 Ibidem. Social Being ... . Pp. 33—34.
53 Jleontses [I. A. Op. cit.
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in a legally significant situation. Regarding
coverage of various aspects of semantic
reality during the forensic psychology
analysis by the latest subject types (as
part of a multidisciplinary forensic
psychological and linguistic examination,
survey using polygraph), we should note
the following.

The analysis of expert practice
indicates that psychological research
on informational content within the
framework of multidisciplinary forensic
psychology analyses and linguistic
examinations has a specific topic and
research methods that differ from
traditional ones. Considering the fact that
informational content is a communicative
unit that always has its own sense
and direction, messages contained in
are subject to expert analysis and not
psychological qualities and states of the
author. Topic of forensic psychology analysis
on information content is establishment
by forensic expert using specific
expertise and practical skills in the field
of psychology of factual data regarding
psychological specifics of information
content (in particular, its orientation) that

has legal significance and certain legal
consequences **. It is worth noting that
in the Register of methods of conducting
forensic examinations *°, which procedure
is approved by the order of the Ministry
of Justice of Ukraine *, currently, there
is no proven method of conducting such
a specific type of forensic psychology
analysis and there is no single methodical
approach to solving expert tasks in this
direction. According to T. M. Yehorova,
the topic of a multidisciplinary forensic
psychology analysis should be “set of factual
data established by integrating scientific
knowledge in linguistics and psychology
regarding the specifics, functions of an
information message as a communicative act
and thepotential of itsimpact on recipients”®’.
At the same time, in research papers of
some foreign forensic researchers °*,
whose object of study is informational
content, it is stated that competence of
forensic psychologists in this subject type
does not include establishment of real or
potential influence on addressee, since
speculative assumptions about whether
he is capable (incapable) of the text to
influence addressee and how exactly are

54 Cekepax T. H. Ilcuxosorudeckoe ucciesoBanre MHQOPMAIIMOHHBIX MaTepUasoB: CTAaHOBIIe-
HVe HOBOTO BH/Ia CyAeOHOM IICUX0I0TUIECKON SKCIIEPTU3bI ¥ HOBOU 9KCIIEPTHOMU CIIeIIuaIbHO-
cru. Teopus u npakmuxka cyde6Hotl skcnepmusvl. 2019. T. 14. Ne 1. C. 35—43. DOI: 10.30764/1819-
2785-2019-14-1-35-43 (gaTa 3BepHeHH 22.07.2022).

55 PeecTp MeTOJUK IIPOBeJeHH:S CyZoBUX ekcreptu3s / Odinm. cart Min'locty Vkpainu. URL:
https://rmpse.minjust.gov.ua (date accessed: 30.05.2023).

56 Ilopsaiok BeJeHHS PeecTpy MeTOAUK IIPOBeJeHHs CYZOBUX €KCIIePTH3 : 3aTB. HaKa3oM MiH'fo-
cry Bizg 02.10.2008 p. Ne 1666/5 (3i 3miH. Ta gonos.). URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/

70924-08#Text (date accessed: 30.05.2023).

57 €roposa T. AKTyaJbHi IUTAHHS €KCIEPTHOTO IICUXOJIOTIYHOIO JOCHI/PKEHHS Y KPUMiHATbHUX
[IPOBA/PKEHHSIX II0/[0 3JI0YMHIB IIPOTH iH(OopMariiiiHol 6e3reku YKpalHu. AKmyaavHi NUMAaHHs
cy0doe0i excnepmu3au ma Kpuminasicmuku : 306. MaT-JiB MibXHAp. HayK.-[IPakKT. KOH. i3 Haroau
I0BLJIEIB BUJAT. y4eH.: 95-piu. Bix ausa Hapomk. JI. F0. Apouxkepa («ApOIKepiBChKi YUTAHHS»)
1105-piu. Big AHa HapomK. M. B. CanteBchkoro (Xapkis, 19.05.2023). Xapkis, 2023. C. 123. URL:
https://www.hniise.gov.ua/uploads/files/public-folder/2023_tezy_konference28_compressed_
compressed_compressed%20(1)-1-180.pdf (date accessed: 30.05.2023).

58 Kykymkuna O. B., Cadonona 0. A., Cekepaxx T. H. TeopeTuyeckre 1 MeTOANYIECKHE OCHOBBI
CyZe6HOM [ICHUX0IOT0-TMHIBUCTUYECKOH 9KCIIePTHU3bI TEKCTOB I10 IeIaM, CBSI3aHHBIM C IIPOTHU-
BOZleHICTBHEM dKCTpeMu3My. Mocksa, 2011. 326 c.
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incorrect. Competence of experts does
not include the legal (legal) qualification
of the act, establishment of guilt and its
forms (intention or carelessness, type
of intention), offense motives. While
multidisciplinary forensic psychology
analyses linguistic examinations, experts
do not establish circumstances that
are not reflected in researched content
(texts, video recordings, etc.) and the
communicative situation of its use.
Studying informational content, forensic
linguist establishes what is specifically
said, which meaning component is
expressed and by which means of speech,
determines expression form, and forensic
psychologist, taking into account the
description what was said (shown),
verified by forensic linguist, establishes
psychological specifics of informational
content from standpoint of his aimed
at forming a social attitude (attitude) to
certain events, persons, processes and
phenomena in the addressee. The answer
to the question: “Can these attitudes really
be formed in the addressee and with what
degree of probability”? does not belong
to the research topic. Accordingly, it
is inadmissible to conduct any social-
psychological experiments with the aim
of establishing real influence of certain
content on addressee or recommendations
for conducting similar experiments *.

Among the newest tasks of forensic
psychological research is a survey using
a special technical means, polygraph. In
order to obtain indicative information,
expert psychologists may conduct surveys
using a polygraph on:

1) probability degree of information
reported by interviewee;

2) completeness of information provided
by interviewee;

3) sources of information received by
interviewee;

4) representations of interviewee about
a certain event;

5) other indicative information neces-
sary for construction of versions of in-
vestigation of certain events.

Survey using polygraph is carried
out only with the written consent of the
person who will take the survey .

Tasks solved by forensic psychologist
while interview using polygraph are
primarily related to determining personal
significance of stimuli for the interviewed
person (certain word, question, symbol,
photo, object, etc.) presented several
times in a row special method ©. If the
stimulus persistently (non-randomly,
i.e., for each of repeated presentations)
causes more pronounced physiological
reactions (compared to other elements
of stimulus series), it is recognized
as significant ®2. Since significance of

59 Kykywmkuna O. B., Cadonosa I0. A., Cexkepax T. H. Op. cit.

60 IIpo BHeceHHs 3MiH o Hakasy MinicTepcTBa locTumii Vkpainu Biz 08 >xoBTHA 1998 poKy
Ne 53/5 : Haka3 Min'locTy Ykpainu Biz 27.07.2015 p. Ne 1350/5. URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/
laws/show/z0915-15#n2 (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

61 Xapina T. I. OcobucTicHa 3HAYMMICTh CTUMYJLY SIK OAVH 3 KIIOYOBUX [TOKA3HUKIB Ipu hopmy-
BaHHI BHCHOBKY €KCIIEPTHOIO JOCJI/[PKeHHS i3 3aCTOCYBaHHSIM KOMITIOTEPHOTO moiirpada.
AKMmyanvHi numanHs cy0oeoi ekcnepmonoaii, KPUMIHAAICMUKUL ma KPUMIHAABHO20 npoyecy : 30.
Mar-1iB I MixxHap. Hayk.-mpakT. koH. (Kuis, 19.11.2020). Kuis, 2020. C. 618—622. URL: https://
m3rkxutm8pk3eqapl5ynjvb3gjps8uao.cdn-freehost.com.ua/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/5f-

d09ad02772c.pdf (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

62 JloBiguuk mnosirpadorora (Bamigui dopmaru TecTiB Ta CUCTEMU 0aJbHOrO OI[iHIOBAHHS) :
JOBigHUK / yriaaz.: B. lllanosaios, [JI. 3yboBcbkuil, /I. AnexceeBa-Ilpouiok, O. l'onyapora. Kuis,

2018. 20 c.
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stimuli is calculated comparatively, in
the future, forensic expert, using specific
expertise and practical skills in the field of
psychology, finds out reasons for personal
significance of a particular stimulus under
examination in relation to a specific
event and its components. In particular,
comprehensive forensic evaluation of
data obtained as a result of research using
apolygraphtakes placeinthis way: forensic
expert analyzes provided information
sources and information obtained during
the pre-test interview with the subject;
in accordance with special methods
formulates questions about specific events
and certain actions; interviews a person
using a polygraph; conducts a post-test
interview with the subject; evaluates
meaningful parts of answers and non-
verbal expressions; calculates, analyzes
and evaluates registered polygraph charts,
formulates conclusions.

In American Polygraph Association
terminological reference book, salience
is explained as an increase in the
intensity of excitation in the process of
psychophysiological research using a
polygraph “in accordance with stimuli, since
they are related to the subject goals, standards
and attitudes” .

In psychological dictionaries,
significance of signal as one of the most
important psychological characteristics is
determined by the ratio of the information
contained in it to the meaning of the task
solved by the subject *. Significance has
several levels and is determining factor

in classification of information model
elements; besides, personal meanings are
always part of a wider system.

0. Yu. Artemieva, founder of
psychology of subjective semantics,
characterizing the meanings, notes that
topicsense forasubjectisatrace of activity
background of the relationship between
them, which is recorded in the attitude
to the object, in its for-subject-being® The
scientist proposed a paradigmatic model
of “movement of meaning through subjective
experience layers ” including:

1) perceptual world (formed by a system
of modal images, ordered objects
relative to each other);

2) worldview (structured set of attitudes
towards objects that are perceived as
relevant);

3) world image in the narrow sense
(which is the deepest layer of amodal
structures formed while semantic
layer processing) .

Elements of subjective experience
semantic layer, which is the main research
object in psychology of subjective
semantics, she understands as “traces of
activities, fixed as an attitude to objects,
objects of manipulation and conditions
of these activities” ¢. The scientist
distinguishes between “preconceptions:
figurative traces fixed in modal characteristics
(layer of perceptual world), senses: traces
within the semantic layer and personal
senses: components of the image of the
world, elements of the nuclear structures of
subjective experience” . The researcher

63 Kpamou [I., Xengnep M. i llItypm L. TepMiHOJOTIYHUE JOBIAHUK A1 HAYKOBOI IICHx0(iziosno-
riunoi getekiii HenpaBauocTi (IIO/T) / mep. O. Hazaposa, A. JIucenka. 2012. 3-te Buz. 133 c.

64 CJIOBHUK IICHUXOJIOTIYHUX TEPMiHiB ...
miniv/ (date accessed: 31.05.2023).

. URL: https://nuph.edu.ua/slovnik-psihologichnih-ter-

65 Aprembesa E. H0. OCHOBBI IICUX0JIOTUY CYO'BEKTUBHON CeMaHTUKY / 1I0Z pea. U. B. XaHUHOI.

Mockga, 1999. 350 c.
66 Ibid.
67 Ibid.
68 Ibid.
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notes the inaccuracy of the sense concept
proposed by her to concept of personal
meaning according to O. M. Leontiev:
“Additional link of the processed trace of the
system is necessary for our “sense” to turn
into “personal sense” *°.

Summarizing theoretical positions
of modern psychological concepts, it
can be stated: modern researchers on
phenomena and regularities of semantic
regulation of human life activities
distinguish at least six varieties in the
dynamic semantic system of personality:
personal sense, semantic attitude,
motive, semantic disposition, semantic
construct and personal value, noting that
phenomenology of semantic regulation of
activity and consciousness is exhausted
by phenomenological manifestations of
personal sense and semantic attitude.
At the same time, behind each of these
findings in a specific legally significant
situation there may be semantic structures
of a higher rank: motives of actual activity,
semantic dispositions, and semantic
constructs (to which forensic psychologist
should pay attention while highlighting
specifics of structuring of a person’s
subjective experience).

Conclusions

Based on generalization of best practices
of scientists and practitioners, theoretical
and practical aspects of highlighting
the semantic reality during forensic
psychology analysis are determined.
The concepts of sense, semantic reality
and their generalized criteria in various
psychological concepts are considered.
A number of methodological issues
related to the solution of urgent expert
tasks of forensic psychology analysis
are highlighted (taking into account

69 Aprembesa E. I0. Op. cit.

comments of expert practitioners
regarding the peculiarities of conducting
multidisciplinary ~ psychological and
linguistic examinations). Referring to
expert practice, topic and subject of
psychological research according to
traditional and modern subject types of
forensic psychology analyses are defined,
tasks solved by forensic psychologist
during an interview using polygraph are
outlined. Complex of empirical methods
that forensic psychologists use to highlight
specific aspects of semantic reality during
forensic research is given. Six varieties of
dynamic semantic system of an individual
aredistinguished (personalsense,semantic
attitude, motive, semantic disposition,
semantic construct, and personal value),
that forensic psychologist should take
into account when analyzing phenomena
and patterns of semantic regulation of
human activity consciousness in legally
significant situations. Considering the
complexity and versatility of semantic
reality taking on different forms and
manifests itself in different psychological
effects, the solution of urgent expert tasks
of forensic psychological examination
requires further in-depth analysis of
theories of modern psychology for the
effective solution of methodological and
practical tasks of expertology.

CMHCI0Ba peaIbHiCTh Y KOHTEKCTi
CYA0BO-IICUXOJIOTi9YHOI €eKCIIepTHU3H
(oramoBa CTATTH)

Temsana Xapina, Oxcana Pycanosa

Mema cmammi — euceimaumu me-
modonoziuni npobaemu cyuacHoi cydo-
80-T1CUX0/10214HOL eKCnepmu3u, NpueepHy-
mu ysaey 0o 6azamoepanHocmi CMUCA0B0L
peanvHocmi, aKka Habysae pizHux ¢opm
I BUABASLEMBCS 8 PIZHUX NCUXO0A02IYHUX
epexmax. Buknadeno HesanedxHi o0He 810
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00H020 1HBApPIAMUBHI TON0NHCEHHS BU3HA-
UeHHA CMUCAY 8 PI3HUX NCUXOA02ZIHUHUX
KOHUeNnyisx, po3efsHymo 1i020 OHIMOA021H-
Hi, peHOMeHO0A02I4HI 1L DILAbHICHIL acneKkmu
8 YUX KOHUYenyisx. 3a 00momoeor 3a2abHo-
Meopemu4HUX Memodi8 HAYKO8020 Ni3HAH-
HS BUOKPEM/IEHO OCHOBHLI Bi0MIHHOCTLL
KOZHIMUBHOL ma OUCKYPCUBHOL NCUX0A02LT
3 noeasdy meopemuuyHozo nidspyHmMs ncu-
X011021UHUX peHOMeHI8. Bucsimaeno Hus-
Ky mMemodonoziuHux npobaem, noe’s3anux
13 p036’A3AHHAM HALAALHUX eKCNepMHUX
3a80aHb CYHACHOL CY0080-NCUX0N02THHOL
excnepmusu (i3 Ypaxye8aHHAM 3a)y8axceHb
eKCnepmig-npakmukié  wo0do  0cobAUBO-
cmeil npogedeHHs KOMNAEKCHUX TNCUXO00-
20-niHesicmuuHux excnepmus). Ilocuaaro-
4UCL HA eKCePMHY NPAKMUKY, 6USHAUeHO
00’ekm i npedmem mncux0102i4H020 JOCAI0-
HeHHA 3a MpaduyiliHuUMU Ui HOBIMHIMU
sudamu cy0o80-nCUX0N02ITHHIUX eKCNepmus,
a maxoxc 3a80aHHS, PO36’A3Y8aHi excnep-
MOM-TICUX0A020M NI 4aC ONUMYBAHHA 13
3aCMOCY8AHHAM KOMN'IOMepHO20 noaiepa-
¢a. HasedeHo KOMNAEKC eMNIPUYHUX Me-
modis, 3acmoco8y8anux eKCnepmamu-ncu-
X0/102aMU 015 BUCBIMACHHS KOHKDEMHUX
acnekmig CMUCA0801 peanvHocmi nid uac
npoeedeHHs ekcnepmHuux 00cAi0xceHb. Bu-
OKpeMAeHO WICMb pi3HOo8UdI8 JUHAMIYHOL
cmucaosoi cucmemu ocobucmocmi  (oco-
OucmicHUll CMUCA, CMUCA0BY YCTMAHOBKY,
MOTUB, CMUCA08Y OUCTIO3UYII0, CMUCAOBUIL
KOHCMpPYKM ma 0coOUCMiCHY UIHHICMD),
HA AKi eKCMepm-ncuxonoe MAae 36axa-
mu, aHaai3yoyu geHomeHl i 3aKOHOMIp-
HOCMI CMUCA0801 peeyasuil disavHocmi ma
ceidomocmi A100UHU 8 10puduUdHO 3HAWY-
WUX CUMYAUILX.

Karouwoei caosa: cmucnosa peans-
HICMb; [HBAPIAMUBHI TOAONEHHI BU3HA-
UeHHSI CMUCAY; NCUXO0A02IYHI 00CATONCeH S,
IOpUOUYHO 3HAYYWA CUNMyalis; CY0080-NCu-
X0/10214HA eKCepmu3a.
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